Surah Alam-Nashrah

This surah seems to be a sequel of the previous one because it has the same comforting
message... making one realize the enormous blessings of Allah. Primarily these soothing
words were being addressed to the Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w) but at a secondary level,
we, the ordinary followers of faith, can extract a glimpse of the same assurance from Allah
which He had sent to His beloved Messenger (s.a.w). It is a well known fact that the road to
paradise is not a bed of roses... on the contrary Allah is going to test us at every step with
various hurdles and setbacks to judge our level of faith and commitment. Although we
understand this reality but still, being human beings, we sometimes begin to lose hope...
Thus Allah has revealed these beautiful words to reassure us that just as he had opened our
hearts to understand His Quran, similarly he will open up the doors which appear to be
closed on us...
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O Prophet! Have We not expanded your breast for you?

The opening of the heart is the first step towards success because unless we are whole
heartedly convinced of the benefit of a project we can never truly work to our utmost
capacity. Thus we should be extremely thankful to Allah if we feel complete conviction in His
religion. Surely the heaviest burden is the feeling of being lost... not knowing where to go.
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And relieved you from the burden which had weighed upon your back

Before Islam, our Prophet (s.a.w) used to feel so sad at the state of people’s lives... their
ignorance, their aggression, their total lack of direction. He wanted to change all that but He
himself didn’t know the true religion... until finally Allah relieved the burden of uncertainty
from His heart and filled it with the conviction of His message. And due to this He became
known in the whole world. Even today, after all these centuries, He is the most well known
personality, known for His truth and sincerity, for his courage and character, for his mercy
and forgiveness for even the worst enemies... the most successful person in the history of

mankind...
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And exalted your fame

The disbelievers made life miserable for the Messenger of Allah and His followers but they
could not turn them away from their true faith. Similarly today if we have to face problems
due to following our religion then we should remember that the pain is soon followed by

ease...
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Surely with every difficulty there is relief. Surely with every difficulty there is relief.

Why should we hesitate to bear a temporary hardship if it is to bring everlasting peace and
pleasure? This life is nothing but a test and it will pass away so quickly anyway... so our
focus should be on the life of the hereafter which is never ever going to end. The only way to
succeed there is to work hard for it...
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Therefore, when you are free from your daily task, devote your time to the labour of worship

But all our actions should be focused on making Allah happy. Because if He is not happy
then nothing is of any use at all... and if He is happy with us then it is the greatest success
which will bring the greatest joy and security that we yearn for...
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And turn all your attention towards your Rabb.
| recently read an advertisement which addressed its clients in the following words:

“Making you our Number-1 priority has made us Number-1”

And | thought to myself that if we understand this concept so well for our worldly interests
then why can’t we understand that if we want to be successful then we have to make Allah
our number-1 priority. We want everything from Him and yet we don’t want to give Him
anything? Think on it...



Surah Al-'Asr
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The biggest asset, which Allah has given to each and every individual, is time... twenty four
hours a day, no more no less... whether you are rich or poor, young or old, living in the east
or in the west... the amount of time given every day for every person is the same. And itis a
treasure which keeps going out of our hands... slipping away into a place from where we
cannot bring it back. So the only way to avoid losing this treasure is to use it... every moment
is like a jewel and we must buy a good deed with it... this is the test of life... to buy the most
deeds, the best deeds, most pure in intention and excellent in their quality... But who is going
to tell us whether we are buying the right things with our time or are we just collecting

worthless trash?
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By the time through the ages! Surely mankind is in loss

It is such a deception that instead of asking Allah for the true guidance, we have formed our
own opinions about life and think them to be enough as our guiding principles. But if our
ideas and principles don’t match with Allah’s commands then what will we gain at the end of
the day? That is why Allah is warning us in very clear words that if we don’t turn to Him for
guidance then it is the greatest loss which we are inflicting on ourselves... So only those
people will be saved from this loss who have the following qualities:
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Except for those who have believed and done righteous deeds;

What does faith have to do with success or failure? Is being a good person not enough? But
if you think about it, what good can be in a person who denies the Creator and Sustainer?
Can an ungrateful person who takes everything and then denies the Provider be called a
good person? The fact is that faith in one Allah is the root of all goodness. And it is the only
motivation for us to be consistently obedient to Allah and to be unconditionally good to
people. But we cannot remain steadfast on our faith and good deeds unless we make a
conscious effort to spread this goodness to others too...

e AL 13 5



And advised one another to the truth

Human beings cannot survive in isolation... we can never be entirely independent, neither for
our worldly needs nor for our spiritual growth. So that’s why Allah has made it a requirement
upon us that if we want to save ourselves from loss then just being good in our own spirit
and character is not enough. Rather we will have to cultivate this goodness of faith and good
deeds all around us.

And finally the thing which ensures our safety is patience... the journey to paradise is tough
and we cannot reach our destination without patience and perseverance. So we must help
each other to stay determined and focused...
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And advised one another to patience.

Thus faith, good deeds, and helping each other... are the ultimate keys to success. May
Allah guide us and help us... ameen



Surah Al-Burooj
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Throughout the history of mankind, we can see that whenever people have spoken out
against the injustice of a system, those who are benefitting from that injustice will try and
suppress the voice of truth. And then they don’t stop at any limit... suppression turns into
oppression and consequently leads to physical torture and even bloodshed. Although the
one in power thinks that he can do anything he wants with the oppressed and weak people,
but the fact is that they are in the direct grip of Allah and are preparing a pit of fire for
themselves with their own deeds.... but they don’t know it and they don’t even want to be told
or reminded of any consequence of their terrible sin. Surah Al-Burooj is a warning for all
such criminals who torture the believers... and it begins with the oath of Allah’s most
maghnificent creation: the sky with its numerous stars and galaxies... and also the day when
all of this will be destroyed...
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By the heaven and its constellations! By the promised Day of Judgment!

When Allah takes oath, it is a matter of great importance because He doesn’t need any oath
to prove His words... so any news which begins with an oath becomes even more worthy of

attention...

{3} 225 155
By the withesses and that which is being witnessed!

This refers to an incident where a large number of Muslims were burnt alive because they
had accepted the true faith. When some people commit such acts of cruelty they think they
have gained a victory over the helpless people. But the fact is they have earned a severe
punishment from Allah which will last forever and ever...
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Those who persecute the believing men and believing women and do not repent, shall
receive the punishment of hell, wherein they shall have the punishment of conflagration.



Sometimes it happens that people do believe in the truth of Islam but they are afraid of what
people will say or do to them. Therefore Allah is reassuring us that no matter what
consequences you might face in this life, Success is only for the believers who act according
to their belief:
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As for those who believe and do good deeds, they shall have gardens beneath which rivers
flow; which will be the greatest success.

It is a part of our test from Allah that He has given us a free choice whether to believe in Him
or not, whether to obey him or not... it is up to us. He gives all the blessings of life to all the
people whether they are believers or not.... so on one hand people mistake the free choice
as a sign of being free from all responsibility and on the other hand they think of the
blessings of life to be a sign of approval from Allah for whatever they are doing. The truth is
that both these things are given as a test... we have to use this free choice to become
obedient slaves of Allah otherwise the consequences are going to be unbearable:
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Surely, the seizure of your Rabb is very severe

Sometimes we try our utmost to be obedient to Allah but the shaitan and the nafs together
make us so weak that we commit mistakes... even blunders! And then one starts to feel
hopeless but Allah comes to our rescue... with these beautiful words:
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He is the Forgiving, the Loving,

Although these attributes of Allah are meant to make us even more alert and obedient to
Allah because they create such a strong feeling of love and devotion for the one who loves
us so much and forgives us so many times; but alas we have used the same words as a sort
of escape from our responsibility. Even if someone else reminds us about our mistakes we
are ready to use this excuse: “surely this little thing doesn’t matter... Allah is forgiving so he
will forgive me”... Allah wants us to come out of these self deceptions so He asks:
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Have you not heard the story of the warriors? of Fir'on (Pharaoh) and of Thamid?

The examples of these prosperous and powerful nations have been mentioned so clearly in
the Quran. What is the lesson that we learn from it? That Allah will never forgive disbelief
and arrogance.... but those who don’t want to accept the truth will continue to deny it:
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Yet the unbelievers persist in denying the truth,

Hiding from the truth cannot change the truth... Allah’s decisions are eternal:
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Although Allah has encircled them from all around.

The biggest truth in this world is the Quran and all the confusions and debates about religion
originate from not having a direct relationship with our true source of knowledge. So if we
want to come out of our problems then we will have to turn back to the pure truth...
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Surely this is a Glorious Qur’an, inscribed on an Imperishable Tablet.



Surah Al-Fat'h
Para-26
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In the sixth year after their migration to Madinah, The Messenger
of Allah, Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w) along with fourteen hundred
companions, proceeded on a journey tfo Makkah with the intention of
performing Umrah. But the disbelieving Quraish stopped them at
Hudabiya and refused to let them enter Makkah. After that, there
followed some negotiations between them, which resulted in an
agreement, which later became known as the famous pact of
Hudabiya. Apparently almost all of the clauses of this treaty were in
favour of the Quraish. According to it, the Muslims were to go back
tfo Madinah without doing Umrah, and so they were bitterly
disappointed and heartbroken. Anyone who has ever been stopped en
route a long awaited journey and forced to go back, can understand
the pain they were feeling of apparent defeat and humiliation at the
hands of the disbelievers. So with heavy hearts they returned back,
but even before they reached Madinah, Allah's revelation came upon
them, giving them the most unexpected good news, that through this
incident Allah had blessed them with a clear victory:
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O Prophet, Surely We have granted you a manifest victory

Apparently there was no sign of any victory yet but it was a great
assurance from Allah that the treaty of Hudabiya was in fact a
great conquest for the Prophet (s.a.w) and His followers. And that is
exactly the way it turned out eventually, as one of the clauses of
this pact was that there will be no war between the Quraish and the
Muslims for the next ten years. Thus the Muslims had a peaceful



environment which enabled them tfo preach and spread Islam
throughout Arabia, with such speed and spirit that within two years
the number of people who embraced Islam was far more than the
previous nineteen years. Moreover it was due to this ftreaty that
when the Quraish violated it two years later, it open the way for the
Prophet (s.a.w) to conquer Makkah. Similarly, the other things about
the treaty, which seemed to be against the interests of Muslims,
eventually proved to be a blessing in disguise; thus Allah completed
his favour and blessings on the Believers:
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so that Allah may forgive your past as well as your future sins, and may perfect
His blessings upon you, and keep you on the Right Way,

Allah is always on the side of those who believe in Him and sacrifice
their personal interests in His way. At some point in time it may
appear that things are going against us but we should never doubt
Allah's help. Some things may be difficult to accept but if one
remains patient and keeps going on the straight path, he will find
success..... just round the corner:
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and that Allah may bestow on you His mighty help. [3]

Why does Allah put us through these tests? Why don't things always
go as we plan? It is because these tests and trials increase us in our
faith and our level of goodness. We become strong and work even
harder for the sake of Allah. Routine life makes us dull and getting
everything to our hearts desire makes us arrogant and self-centred.
These are not the qualities which Allah wants in us so He makes us
go through these difficult times for our self purification:
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It was He who sent down tranquillity into the hearts of the believers, so that
they may add more faith to their Faith. To Allah belong the forces of the
heavens and the earth. Allah is All-Knowledgeable, All-Wise. [4]

The believers' ultimate goal is the Hereafter and not the benefits of
this world anyway:
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so that He may admit the believing men and believing women into the gardens
beneath which rivers flow, to live therein forever and remove their ills from
them; and that is the highest achievement for men in the sight of Allah. [5]

So whatever takes us to this beautiful end is a blessing; whether it's
something good that happens to us and we do shukr and get reward,
or something bad happens on which we do sabar and get reward. Life
is an ever changing test; the only thing that should never change is
our commitment with Allah and His Messenger'

L.

(9} ol 5350 5 505, 3)}}5} Sy Al 4 4Ub ey

So that you, O people, may believe in Allah and His Rasool, and that you may
help him and honour him and glorify Allah morning and evening. [9]

Before the actual agreement at Hudabiya had taken place, The Holy
Prophet (s.aw) had sent Hazrat Usman (r.a) tfo Makkah as an
ambassador of peace, so that he might convince the Quraish about
the harmless intentions of the Prophet and his companions to do
Umrah only. The Makkans did not accept it and thus he got delayed
in returning back. A rumour broke out that Usman (a.s) had been
killed. Now the killing of an ambassador was a serious crime and not
something to be overlooked; so the Prophet (s.a.w) took oath from all



his companions that they will fake revenge for Usman's blood and will
not return to Madinah without doing so. Now we have to understand
the situation fo grasp the enormity of this oath. They were so far
from home, so few in number, unarmed, and right into the hands of
their worst enemies......yet they did not hesitate in doing the right
thing, even if their own lives were at stake. This sincerity of their
commitment and firmness made Allah so pleased with them that it
became known as the “bay'at-e-Rizwan” ....... the oath for Allah's
pleasure. Thus Allah pays tribute to these true and fearless heroes
in the following verse:
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Surely those who swore allegiance to you O Prophet, indeed swore allegiance
to Allah Himself. The Hand of Allah was above their hands. Now, the one who
will break his pledge, will break it at his own peril, and the one who will keep
his pledge that he has made with Allah, shall soon be given a great reward by
Him. [10]
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A majority of us read about these things and say: yes, we also want
to serve Allah in this way; but when the fime comes fo sacrifice
some of our comforts, some of our interests, then we lag behind.
And the problem is that we don't even recognize our mistakes;
rather we make excuses and this makes us fall back even deeper into
our state of negligence. This is the same attitude which was
displayed at that time by the Bedouin Arabs who had entered Islam
but were not ready to sacrifice anything for it:
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The Bedouin Arabs who stayed behind will soon say to you: “"Our goods and
families kept us occupied, so please ask forgiveness for us.” They say with their
tongues what is not in their hearts. Tell them: “"Who can intervene on your
behalf with Allah if it be His will to do you harm or He pleases to do you good?
Allah is well aware of your actions.[11]

See how it angers Allah that we say something which we don't
actually feel in our hearts. Lying or pretending is something that has
become such a common disease that we hardly ever notice it
ourselves. But we should remember that we cannot harm anyone else
with our lies and pretence except our own self. Whoever wishes to
please Allah and gain the rewards of Paradise will have to prove the
truth of his claims...like these brave companions of the Prophet
(s.a.w) about whom Allah says:
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Allah was well pleased with the believers when they swore allegiance to you

under the tree. He knew what was in their hearts, so He sent down tranquillity
upon them and He rewarded them with a speedy victory,[18]

The reason why they had taken upon this journey in the first place,
despite the unfavourable circumstances, was that Allah Himself had
revealed to the Prophet (s.a.w), in a dream in which he had seen that
the believers were doing all the rites of the Umrah. Now, when they
returned home without having fulfilled this long awaited desire, the
people started speculating on why the Prophet's dream had not come
true? Some believers asked the Prophet about it, Yo which he replied
that in the dream he had not been told the specific time of its



fulfilment. And since according to the treaty of hudabiya, the
Quraish had promised that they will let them do Umrah next year in
peace then it meant that the dream was truly a revelation from
Allah. The following ayat refers to the same promise:
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Indeed Allah has in all truth shown the vision to His Rasool, that, Allah willing,
you shall enter the Masjid-al-Haram (Ka'bah) fearless and secure to perform
Umrah or Hajj and some having their heads shaved and others having their hair
cut, for He knows what you do not know. So, He granted you a near victory
before the fulfillment of that vision.[27]

Belief in the Prophet is crucial for our deen. How can we be Muslims
if we don't believe or follow the one who conveyed to us the message
of Allah? Therefore Allah reminds us:

IS ‘:ﬁi_i\ le'/‘ ;;./g_ui zg;dﬁ Efi?/) Lg:\.}g_fb/ jdjiu) J;)\ gS;U
{28} (ues i 557

It is He who has sent His Rasool with Guidance and the religion of truth, so that
He may exalt this religion over all other religions: and sufficient is Allah as a
witness.[28]

And finally we come to the end of this magnificent Surah. The last
Ayat is a tribute to the Prophet (s.a.w) and his blessed companions.
And it shows how much Allah valued their faith and commitment. Let
us see this Ayat in detail as it covers several points. But as we read
it, we should think about our own level of faith and compare it with
theirs; because they are the ideals which we should follow if we want
to reach Paradise.

It starts with a clear declaration that Muhammad (s.aw) is the
Messenger of Allah:
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Muhammad, is the Rasool of Allah

It clearly means that we have to recognize this true status of the
Prophet (s.a.w) and respect and honour him accordingly. Next Allah
says that the companions of the Prophet are firm against the non
believers and gentle and merciful among themselves:
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and those with him are strong against the unbelievers and compassionate to
each other among themselves.

How do they spend their days?
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When you see them, you will find them making Rakiih (bowing down) and
Sajiud (prostrate in prayers), and craving for the blessings from Allah and His
good pleasure.

A balanced life style....acts of Allah's worship side by side with
earning the goodness of this world, but their ultimate goal is always
to attain Allah's appreciation.

Allah says you can see the effects of their worship on their faces:
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They have the marks of Sajiid (prostration) on their foreheads, the traces of
their prostration.

It means that their whole attitude shows their humble nature. It is
not just the mark on their foreheads but is evident in all their
actions. They have been mentioned in Torah and the Bible......
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This is their similitude in the Taurat (Torah); and their similitude in the Injeel
(Gospel): they are like the seed which puts forth its sprout, then strengthens it,



then becomes thick and stands firmly on its stem, delighting the sowers of the
seed, so that through them He may enrage the unbelievers.

What a beautiful description it is......how the companions of the
Prophet (s.a.w) grew in faith and maturity....like tiny little sprouts
coming out of seeds, soft and weak in the beginning but with time
they grow strong and stand firm.

And finally the most important thing that we should all seek is the
forgiveness of Allah and His great rewards:
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Yet to those of them who will believe and do good deeds, Allah has promised
forgiveness and a great reward. [29]

So next time when you send peace and blessings on the Prophet
(s.a.w) or hear about the golden period of the Muslims, remember
this Surah and think how we can take some practical steps in our own
lives that would bring us close to their example. How important it is
to tell this story to our children. Make them proud of their glorious
past and create in them a longing to follow these ideals. But first we
need to absorb this message in our own hearts. May Allah make it
easy for us fo come out of ignorance and find the true path of
success. Ameen.



Surah Al-Haaqggah
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Everyone is facing some kind of test in this world but these tests become easy when we
realize that the biggest test is to be saved on the day of Judgement. But we are so trapped
in the visible world that even those who believe in the hereafter seldom think of it. The other
thing is that our belief in the hereafter is not based on facts and we have mostly assumed
that we will all go to Paradise because we are so good. So let us put aside our individual
ideas and theories and “see” the real picture of that unseen world which Allah has preserved
for us in the Quran...

{2} B6d {1} BGd
The Haaqgqah! What is the Haaqgah?

This word, Haaggah, means something which proves the absolute truth; and something
which is definitely going to happen. Hence it refers to the day of judgement. Although it is our
belief that one day we will all be standing before Allah to get the result of our deeds, but
many people have rejected it... why? Because they thought they were beyond Allah’s
control. So Allah tells us what happened to them:
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As for Tham(d, they were destroyed by the Thunderbolt. As for 'Ad they were destroyed by
a furious windstorm

These were great nations. They built grand houses and lived luxurious lives. They thought
they were in full control of their affairs but they didn’t realize that disbelieving in Allah and
disobeying His commands, is not a joke...
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And disobeyed the Rasools of their Rabb, so He gripped them with a tight grip.

We shudder to think of the punishments which destroyed them completely from the face of
the earth. Like the example of Pharaoh whose whole nation was drowned in the sea along
with him. But remember that it was just a glimpse of Allah’s anger which he showed in this
world, as a lesson to others. So imagine what will be the torture for the disbelievers in the
hereafter, when even this peaceful earth and the sky will all be crushed into fragments...
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And the earth with all its mountains will be lifted up and crushed into pieces with a single
stroke

Nothing will remain except a flat surface on which Allah will gather all of the mankind of all

generations...
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That shall be the day when you will be brought before your Rabb, and none of your secrets

shall remain hidden.

How scary it is, to be exposed in front of all the people! In this world we pretend to be good
to others and only Allah knows our real picture; but on the Day of Judgement only those
people will be happy who have no contradiction in their characters. Their hearts are as good
as their deeds. That is why they will happily show their book of deeds to others:

Then he, who will be given his Book of Deeds in his rlght hand, WI|| say. “Here |t is, read my
Book of deeds!”

Sometimes we see people who are unconditionally good to others, and doing great things for
the pleasure of Allah, and we wonder how can they be so consistent? What is the secret of
their perseverance? The answer is that they have an overwhelming remembrance of
accountability:
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| knew that | would certainly face my reckoning."

Their lives might have been difficult but now they have no worries at all... just pleasure and

enjoyment...
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We shall say to him: “Eat and drink to your heart's content; this is a reward for what you did
in the days gone by."

And what will happen to those who lived a life of their own choice, not caring for Allah’s
commands, nor listening to the warnings about the hereafter:
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While he, who will be given his Book of Deeds in his left hand, will say: “Woe to me, would
that | had not been given my Book of Deeds

All his life he kept running after money and power but he will soon realize that nothing is
going to help him on that day:
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My wealth had availed me nothing, and my authorlty has gone away from me."

But his realization will be of no use now... Allah will order his angels to throw him into the

fire:
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We shall say: “Seize him and put a chain around his neck, then cast him in the blazing fire,

We forget that Allah has a right on us; and His right is to be obeyed, to be worshipped.
Today many people proudly claim to have no belief in Allah. Or they say they believe in Allah
but there is no need to be so “extremist” by following all the rituals. The fact is that they have
no idea of the Might of Allah...

-
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Certainly he did not believe in Allah, the Most High

We don'’t realize that Allah could have given the poor people everything, or even more than
us, but their poverty is a test for us... to see whether we are arrogant or humble. There are
people who stuff themselves with lavish foods and treat their servants worse than animals...
what is the use of this pride for a limited period of time which will result in eternal
humiliation?
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And nor will (the disbelievers) have any food except the pus from the washlng of wounds

Allah is not cruel. These punishments are only for those who committed crimes against Allah
with their own free will. No one forced them. Nor were they ignorant:
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None will eat it (the discharge of wounds) except the sinners.

So what is the lesson for us here? For me it is a strong reminder that | have to give up all
acts of disobedience, all bad habits and all negative attitudes which are against the pleasure



of Allah. Because these warnings are meant for all of us and Quran is meant for guidance;

and it is not just some poetry to enjoy:
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It is not the word of a poet - little is it that you believe ]
Some people claimed that the Prophet (s.a.w) had himself written the Quran. But Allah says

that even if the Prophet (s.a.w) had added some of the content from his own choice, then

Allah would have put a stop to it:
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Had he (Muhammad) invented false statements concerning Us, We would certainly have
seized him by his right hand

These verses are an open proof of the seriousness of Quran. But only those take lesson

from it who truly fear Allah:
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Surely this Quran is a reminder to the God-fearing.
If others don’t agree with this truth then don’t let that dampen your spirit. Present to them the

message and then leave the rest to Allah. For you it is enough that you should continue to
proclaim the purity of Allah... not just in words, but in thoughts as well as actions:
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So glorify the name of your Rabb, the Most High.



Surah Bani Israel
(Para-15)

Today's surah begins with the reference to Prophet Muhammad's (s.a.w.)
night journey and ascent to the heavens.
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Glory be to Him Who made His servant to go on a night from the Sacred Mosque to the

remote mosque of which We have blessed the precincts, so that We may show to him
some of Our signs; surely He is the Hearing, the Seeing.

It seems appropriate to share with you all a short account of this miraculous
journey, as described in the authentic Hadeeth of Prophet (s.a.w), So as to
refresh our memories of it and also to get a feeling of increased faith in the
Power of Allah, and the truth of His messenger(s.a.w) :-

Al-Isra Wal Mairaj (the night journey and ascension)

It was during the 10™ year of the Prophethood that Prophet Muhammad
(Sallalahu alaihe wasalam) was to be given one of the greatest and most uplifting honors
by Allah. This was a miraculous night journey. On that special night, the Angel Gabriel
came to Muhammad (Sallalahu alaihe wasalam) and woke him from his sleep. Gabriel then
made him mount what looked like a dazzling white creature named Al-Buraq. Soon with
lightening speed Muhammad was transported to Masjid Al-Aqgsa, the distant place of
prayer in Jerusalem. There, Muhammad (Sallalahu alaihe wasalam) was met by an assembly
of earlier prophets who gathered behind him as he led them in prayer.

From there, Gabriel took him and they ascended through the seven heavens to witness
the unseen mysteries of the universe and o see some of the greatest signs of Allah.
Then Gabriel ascended with Muhammad (Sallalahu alaihe wasalam) through each
subsequent heaven, meeting different Prophets as he went. Adam, Yahya, Eisa, Idrees,
Yoseph, Haroon, Musa, peace be upon them all. Until finally they reached the seventh
heaven. There was a man sitting on the throne at the gate of the immortal mansion.
'‘Never have I seen a man more like myself', said the Prophet (Sallalahu alaihewasalam).



'This was my father Abraham’. Then Gabriel appeared to the Prophet (Sallalahu
alaihewasalam) in all his angelic light and splendor. They had reached the lot tree of the
utmost boundary, the Sidrat-ul-Muntaha veiled by mysterious colors, inexhaustibly
indescribable.

"The sight did not swerve nor did it exceed, Verily he saw of the Sign of his Lord, the
Greatest." 53:17-18

Muhammad (Sallalahu alaihewasalam) had soared to the zenith of Divine heights. It was in
this night of supreme spiritual and bodily elevation that he received from Allah Almighty,
the second noble pillar of Islam: the five daily prayers. Before returning to the earth,
Gabriel also ook the Prophet to Paradise where the faithful would rejoice after their
resurrection, and was shown scenes from the hell where various types of punishments
were being meted out to the sinful.

The journey gave the holy Prophet and His companions a great deal of psychological
comfort and renewed their strength and determination to work for the cause of Islam.
This helped them remain steadfast in their commitment to Islam’'s message. The divine
command during Al Mairaj that the believers must pray five times a day was an eternal
tribute to the Prophet's rendezvous with God. The prayer itself is a form of the
faithful's dialogue and communication with the Creator. Al Israa wal Mairaj was thus a
landmark and turning point in the life of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him).

Let me mention here that many people have tried to put doubts in the minds
of the believers about this journey. They ask ,"how is it possible?” and "how
can it be explained in scientific laws?" The answer is very simple; that even
the scientific laws are a creation of Allah, and Allah is not bound by these
laws while planning or taking His actions. If He plans to do something, He has
all the power to do it. Nothing of His own creation can hinder Him in carrying
out His plans. If we are too ignorant or arrogant to believe in the power of
Allah then we should be worried about our own fate. Because what kind of
faith is this that doubts everything that comes its way?

There is a strong warning for us in Ayat 13, which tells us that we are
ourselves shaping our destiny by our attitudes and deeds in this world. Our
real life, that's going to start in Akhirat, and will never, ever come to an end,
depends on this life we are living as a test, right now. Look at the way Allah
makes us visualize the reality of our situation:
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And We have made every man's actions to cling to his neck, and We will bring forth to
him on the resurrection day a book which he will find wide open:
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Read your book; your own self is sufficient as a reckoner against you this day
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Whoever goes aright, for his own soul does he go aright; and whoever goes astray, to its
detriment only does he go astray: nor can the bearer of a burden bear the burden of
another, nor do We chastise until We raise a messenger.

Because of our unawareness of Quran and Sunnah our concepts have been
turned upside down. Instead of making the everlasting life of the hereafter
our topmost priority and making solid efforts fowards that goal, we have
been misled into this false way of life that revolves around the temporary
success of this femporary life. Allah says:
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Whoever desires this present life, We hasten to him therein what We please for
whomsoever We desire, then We assign to him the hell; he shall enter it despised, driven
away.
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And whoever desires the hereafter and strives for it as he ought to strive and he is a
believer; (as for) these, their striving shall surely be accepted.
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All do We aid-- these as well as those-- out of the bounty of your Lord, and the bounty of
your Lord is not confined.

We should understand that only "desiring” akhirat, through our speech, is
not enough. After all who would say that I don't want to succeed there?
Desire is proved through effort, otherwise they are just empty words when
we say "I wish I could pray but I never get the time" or "I wish I could
understand the Quran but my job is too important.” Allah reminds us once
more:

{21} S 5205 wisss 3571 5303



and certainly the hereafter is much superior in respect of excellence.

Next we come to one of the most important aspects of an Islamic way of
life, which is, doing "ehsaan” with our parents. No other religion has placed
so much stress on the rights of parents, whereas Allah expects us fo give
them a far more honourable status than other people.
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And your Lord has commanded that you shall not serve (any) but Him, and (do)goodness
to your parents. If either or both of them reach old age with you, say not to them (so
much as) "Ugh" nor chide them, and speak to them a generous word

{24} tooo ol LS WER) S5 s 91 o I Fis G Caiki

And make yourself submlsswely gentle to them with compassion, and say: O my Lord!
have compassion on them, as they brought me up (when I was) little.

What is Ehsaan with our parents? It means treating them with honour,
courtesy and kindness. It is not enough just o feel love for them in our
hearts, rather we are required fo behave with them with utmost respect.
While talking to them we should be very careful because we are not allowed
to utter even the smallest word of disrespect. Why is it so? Because, after
Allah, we owe them our greatest gratitude. Just think of yourself as that
little helpless baby who was dependent on its mother for each and every
physical and emotional need, while the father was working hard fo provide
for a comfortable life. Countless times they must have sacrificed their own
needs for our sake. Can we even repay one sleepless night our parents went
through when we were sick? So next time when your mother repeats a
question which you have just answered a while ago, stop that expression of
annoyance that springs to your lips and think back to the time when she
answered your questions a hundred times. Look at the ayat again and notice
that not only our speech but our body language should also be of humility and
respect fowards them. There is a strong link between our body language and
our thoughts and speech. They are all interrelated. It is self deception to
say that it doesn't matter how you talk and that its just frankness, and that
respect should be in the heart......... No | if its really in the heart then it will
rise to the surface as well, be sure of it !l the fact is that unless we read



these commands straight from the words of Allah, we don't really attatch
any significance to these matters. Islam is not just a set of rituals , rather
it is all about character building of an individual and then of a nation. The
next few verses are also about personal and social values which Allah wants
us to develop within ourselves, to achieve this goal.

The first thing is to spend on our relatives and other people, believing it to
be their right on us. Because if we think that we are doing a favour on them
then our attitude reflects the pride that we feel in being so superior. So
Allah says:
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And give to the near of kin his due and (to) the needy and the wayfarer, and do not
squander wastefully.

Secondly it is strictly forbidden to kill our children. How terrible........but we
don't kill them do we? It was the ancient barbaric Arabs who used to bury
their daughters alive......... we don't do that. Yes but look at the growing rate
of abortions. Isn't this murder? And why is it done ? due to fear of
poverty.....
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And do not kill your children for fear of poverty; We give them sustenance and
yourselves (too); surely to kill them is a great wrong.

There are some evils that are so contagious and dangerous that Allah doesn't
even want us to go near them. “zina" (fornication) is one such thing:

o
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And go not near to fornication; surely it is an indecency and an evil way.
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What does it imply? Going near it means getting involved in all those things
that lead to it. Obscene movies and novels are such things which provoke
animal instincts in a person. So do lustful songs, pictures, etc No one jumps
into these crimes straight away. Rather it is like a trap and a person falls



into it by seemingly harmless pursuits. We should all be very careful as to
where are our youth heading to in this explosion of media and mindless
exposure to all kinds of obscenities.

Then Allah reminds us that its strictly forbidden to kill a person unlawfully.
The punishment for this crime is Hell. Next we are told to be very careful
with the wealth and property of an orphan, if we are entrusted with its care.
Promises should be taken seriously and fulfilled. Honesty in give and take is
essential. All those things that can be harmful for our character , have been
pointed out.

And now look at the next two commands. See how Allah doesn't leave any
detail but wants us to really polish ourselves from inside out
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And follow not that of which you have not the knowledge; surely the hearing and the
sight and the heart, all of these, shall be questioned about that.

This ayat teaches us the value of our time and our life. Why should we waste
or energies on things that don't concern us. Better focus on our targets and
reserve our resources for worthwhile pursuits. We should all take a good
look at how we are spending our time. How we are using our faculties? What
is the focus of our life? Finally the way we walk should also be free of
arrogance. Again the link between body and soul :
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And do not go about in the land exultingly, for you cannot cut through the earth nor
reach the mountains in height.

And so that we might not be in any doubt of it, Allah makes it very clear:
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All this-- the evil of it-- is hateful in the sight of your Lord.



And we have the Quran to tell us all we need to know:

{41} ............ Ej?j.g L/)Tjjf.‘g\ RS L}/ L:_‘;j'_;p mjf

And certainly We have repeated (warnings) in this Quran that they may be
mindful.............

but then why are Muslims still so far away from the true spirit of their
religion. Allah tells us the reason:
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And when you recite the Quran, We place between you and those who do not believe in
the hereafter a hidden barrier;
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And We have placed coverings on their hearts and a heaviness in their ears lest they
understand it

So its not enough just to let the sound waves hit our ears, rather we should
open our hearts to the message of Quran when we are listening to it, if we
want it to change our lives. Also we should beware of the evil whispers of the
shaitaan. On the day when he had refused to bow before Adam, he had
claimed:
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He said: Tell me, is this he whom Thou hast honored above me? If Thou shouldst respite
me to the day of resurrection, I will most certainly cause his progeny to perish except a
few.

Allah answered:
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He said: Be gone! for whoever of them will follow you, then surely hell is your
recompense, a full recompense:
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And beguile whomsoever of them you can with your voice, and collect against them your
forces riding and on foot, and share with them in wealth and children, and hold out
promises to them; and the Shaitan makes not promises to them but to deceive:

We need to understand here what is meant by the voice of the shaitaan.
Most scholars agree that from the Hadees of the Prophet s.aw it is clear
that it refers to music and singing. Nowadays when music has got such an
ever present hold over our lives it becomes difficult for some people to
accept that it is harmful and therefore prohibited by Allah. But it is a fact
that Music leads one to fantasy and away from the remembrance of Allah.
The lyrics all lead fowards obscenity so that the thinking patters of our
young generation has been totally distorted. Many accidents occur due to
the distraction caused by music. For those who fear Allah only his command
is enough and those who do not fear him , can hear all proofs and still be in
doubt.

Allah says that those who don't want to get trapped by the devil will not
come under his influence :

Surely (as for) My servants, you have no authority over them; and your Lord is sufficient
as a Protector.

And about those who prefer to close their eyes to the reality, Allah says:
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And whoever is blind in this, he shall (also) be blind in the hereafter; and more erring
from the way.

But what can we do to prevent ourselves from this blindness? The Quran
gives us the recipe for the strengthening of our souls:
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Keep up prayer from the declining of the sun till the darkness of the night and the
morning recitation; surely the morning recitation is witnessed.
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And during a part of the night, pray Tahajjud beyond what is incumbent on you; maybe

your Lord will raise you to a position of great glory.

At the end of this awesome surah, Allah tells us to remember Him in all
times, because his remembrance is the source of strength for our heart and
soul:
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And say: (All) praise is due to Allah, Who has not taken a son and Who has not a partner
in the kingdom, and Who has not a helper to save Him from disgrace; and proclaim His

greatness magnifying (Him).
% Xk %k Xk %k



Surah Al-Ghashiyah
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Sometimes | wonder why there is so much contradiction in our faith and actions. We believe
Allah to be the All-Mighty, All-Powerful; yet we fear people more than we fear Allah. We have
faith that Allah is the Provider of all our needs yet we are more concerned with people’s
approval and pleasure, instead of worrying whether Allah is pleased with us or not. And we
believe that our life is in the Hereafter, yet we are so involved in this world that it seems as if
it is our final destination. That is why when we have to bear any loss of this world we feel like
there is nothing more to live for. Why? If we were living for Akhirah then we can never have
this feeling of total loss, no matter how great a tragedy might be. We would still have the
hope of Akhirah.

But to become “Akhirah oriented” we need to be reminded again and again that this event is
sure to come and we better be prepared for it...
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Has the news of the over shadowing event of resurrection reached you?

Just imagine the time when all the human beings, from beginning of this world till the end,
will be resurrected and brought in front of Allah to receive the payment of their deeds. There
will be some people who will have worked so hard but their efforts were lost in the wrong
direction... earning them nothing but pain of regret and humiliation:
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On that Day some faces shall be downcast... Working hard and worn out.

On the surface it seems unfair to punish a hard working person but imagine the example of a
people who were given the task of building houses and they spend their energy in destroying
the houses... what will be the payment of their “hard work™? Similarly Allah sent us to this
world to live as His obedient slaves and act on His commands, but if we don’t even care
what His commands are then how can we even hope for any reward? It is sheer foolishness

which will become apparent on that day...
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Scorching in the blazing fire, given to drink from a boiling fountain.

Simultaneously there will be some people glowing with pleasure:
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While some faces on that Day shall be radiant... well pleased with their endeavours.

What a great feeling it is when after a long hard day, your efforts are appreciated. It is this
feeling which makes a person shine with delight... Thus the believers who had devoted their
lives for Allah and sacrificed the temporary pleasures for the sake of Akhirah will get their

precious rewards...
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(They will be) in a lofty garden.

We dream about houses with beautiful rugs and cushions, and spend so much time and
money in beautifying our temporary homes but the furnishings of Akhirah are much better
and everlasting:
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With goblets placed before them; silky cushions ranged in order and fine carpets richly

spread.

These ayahs are like photographs of some exotic place and they make us yearn to
be among those who reach this level of success. But the disbelievers make fun of
such promises that how can they be true... how can dead people become alive and
then start leading another life of extreme pain or extreme pleasure. Allah says: have
they not seen my creation? Is it not amazing? If | can make “this” happen then | can

make “that” happen as well...
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Do they not look at the camels, how they were created? The heaven, how it was raised
high?

Out of all animals Allah has chosen the camel... so we must do some research to see the
amazing qualities of this animal which will make us aware of Allah’s Power of creation. And
then look at the sky from one end to the other and imagine that it is only half of it which we
see. There is a similar roof on the other side of the world as well... How amazing it is to
realize that even this fact used to appear as fiction to people of early times. So what appears
as fiction to us now, might also be a hard fact... the sooner we realize it, the better:

¥
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So keep on giving admonition, for you are an admonisher

The Prophet (s.a.w) was being assured by Allah that his responsibility was to teach the
people but if they chose to remain ignorant then he will not be asked about it...

{22}£%¢%réféij

You are not a taskmaster over them.

This principle must be remembered by all those who commit themselves to serve Allah...
sometimes we become very harsh with people... it is because we become impatient and
want that whatever we convey must be accepted and implemented then and there. We must
remember that human beings cannot be forced to believe in anything. So our job is to
convey the truth and leave the rest to Allah... He alone is sufficient to judge people:

-
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Surely to Us is their return, then surely it is for Us to take their account.

Although it relieves us from the accountability of people yet we should forever be worrying
about our accountability to Allah which we can never escape no matter how pious or
righteous we think ourselves to be. May Allah save us from all illusions and guide us to the
thoughts, words and actions which He likes best... Ameen



Surah Al-Hashr
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A believer who has made Allah’s pleasure his ultimate goal will find that contrary to his
expectations, this path is not so smooth and easy. Generally it is believed that Hidayat or
guidance is a gift from Allah which he gives to some chosen people and they are just
effortlessly gliding along their lives doing deeds of goodness. Almost like robots or machines
which have been programmed for goodness. It is assumed that these chosen ones are not
plagued with doubts or weaknesses of desires, all of their near and dear ones are their
supporters and they have all the resources to keep them on the straight path. But is it really
true? How can it be that Allah would make it so easy for them and difficult for all the others?
The fact is that the higher one goes the greater effort one requires to maintain that height
and still move on. So a believer, at whatever level he might be, is tested by Allah through
various trials, and his success depends on overcoming these trials in the best of manner. In
Surah Al-Hashr Allah gives us an example of the war in Madinah, between the Muslims and
the Jews, to teach us that in every situation there are obstacles for the believers; but the
ones who are true to their commitment with Allah, will eventually be triumphant. There is no
doubt that only Allah has the most absolute power and who ever believes in this power will
certainly be helped by Allah in such a way as we can never imagine. This is among the signs
through which we attain Ma'rifat or recognition of Allah Subhanahu wa Ta’ala...the more we
contemplate on the signs of His glorification the more we will be closer to him in faith and
obedience...The whole universe is calling us to see how great and perfect Allah is:
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All that is in the heavens and the earth glorifies Allah, and He is the Almighty, the All-Wise.

The tribe of Jews with the name of Bani an-Nadir were settled in the east of Madinah and
were active in hidden enmity against Islam and Muslims even though they were bound by
the treaty of peace which the Holy Prophet (s.a.w) had established in Madinah. Eventually
the Bani an-Nadir made a secret plan to kill the Holy Prophet (s.a.w) though the plan failed
before it could be executed. Now there was no question of showing them any further
concession. The Holy Prophet at once sent to them the ultimatum that the treachery they
had meditated against him had come to his knowledge; therefore, they were to leave
Madinah within ten days; but they said that they would not leave and he could do whatever
was in his power. Consequently, the Holy Prophet (s.a.w) gathered a group of believers and
laid siege to them, and after a few days of the siege the Jews accepted defeat and left



Madinah, taking with them all they could carry out of their possessions and destroying their

dwellings with their own hands so as to take even the building material with them...
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It is He Who drove the disbelievers from among the People of the Book (reference is to the
Jewish tribe of Banu Al-Nadir) out of their homes at the first banishment. You did not think
that they would ever go out; and they thought that their fortresses would defend them from
Allah, but the wrath of Allah came to them from where they never expected - which cast such
terror into their hearts - that they destroyed their homes by their own hands as well as by the
hands of the believers. So learn a lesson from this example! O people of insight

To the onlookers it seemed as if the Muslim army had evacuated them but Allah is attributing
this whole event to Himself. This means that if the Muslims are truly faithful and if their war is
for the sole purpose of preserving their religion, then it is Allah, who is actually defending his
believers and giving them help in amazing ways. The events discussed in Quran are not
mere stories but lessons for mankind for all times. To me it seems that Allah is telling me
that no matter how big my problems are but to remove them, is not difficult for Allah. | feel
like every seeker of paradise is all the time battling on two fronts...one is the outside war
against obstacles in the way of Allah and the bigger war is going on inside...with the devil
and with his own nafs (self). At times of weakness these obstacles feel like mountains, but
we should keep our faith strong by constant remembrance of Allah and perseverance in His
obedience. Then He will help us. And we should never underestimate Allah’s power. It
doesn’t matter to him how deeply rooted our problem might be or how insurmountable it
might seem...He can remove it as easily as he removed the well established Jews from
Madinah.

But winning a war even without having fought a battle does not mean that it is the end of all
difficulties. The fact is that a Momin’s test will continue throughout his life and so even after a
victory there are rules to follow and matters to be settled accordingly. Therefore in the
following verse Allah is commanding the believers how to manage the lands and property
which came under their control as a result of this event:
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Whatever spoils from the dwellers of the township Allah has bestowed on His Rasool, shall
belong to Allah, His Rasool, Rasool's relatives, and to the orphans, the needy and the
travellers in need; so that it may not become the property of the rich among you. Whatever
the Rasool gives you, take it and from whatever he forbids you, refrain from it. Fear Allah; for
Allah is stern in retribution

Although the above ayat deals with the law of assets attained in war but if you see the last
words you will find in it the most important law of our life...

“Whatever the Rasool gives you... take it, and from whatever he forbids you, refrain
from it. Fear Allah; for Allah is stern in retribution”

It means that the rules and regulations laid out in the Hadith of the Prophet (s.a.w) are as
important for us to follow as the Quran because the commands are basically all from Allah
and He is going to punish those who do not take Hadith seriously. It is very important to
understand that Allah’s Messenger (s.a.w) has conveyed to us all the aspects of Islam and
through his practical example has taught us how to implement it in our lives. The Quran and
Sunnah are completely preserved in their original true form. Whatever we invent outside of
these limits is innovation and will lead us away from the paradise. This is very dangerous
because a person who commits a sin is far more likely to seek forgiveness because of his
consciousness that he is sinning. But when a believer acts on innovations thinking it to be
worthy of reward in the hereafter, then how and why would he ever do Taubah? This is a
trap of the devil so we need to come out of it, by having complete and authentic knowledge
of what the Prophet (s.a.w) has taught us to do and what are the things from which he has
stopped us. Also we should study the lives of the people who obeyed the Prophet (s.a.w)
and how they implemented his teachings in their lives because they were the ones whom
Allah blessed with His pleasure and forgiveness. The first among those were the “muhajirin”
those who had left their wealth, their land and everything in Makkah and migrated to
Madinah with the Prophet (s.a.w) all for the sake of Allah. Therefore they were given the
most preference at the time of the division of assets gained in this war:
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A share of the spoils shall be given to the indigent Muhéjirin (immigrants) who were driven
out of their homes and their possessions, and are seeking Allah’s grace and His good
pleasure and who want to help Allah and His Rasool: such are indeed the true believers.

On the other hand the people of Madinah were so open hearted and generous that they
shared everything with the Muhajirin and never bore any grudge in their heart for them. It
was because they honoured them and gave them preference over their own needs...Such
was their amazing selfless attitude which united the Muslims of Madinah. Allah is telling us
here that if we want to be successful as individuals as well as an Ummah then we will have
to get rid of the selfishness of our hearts:
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And those who made their abode in Madinah (the Ansar) and believed even before the
arrivals of the Muhajirin and love those who migrated to them and entertain no desire in their
hearts for things given to them, and prefer those Muhdgjirin over themselves, even though
they themselves are poor. In fact those who are saved from the greediness of hearts, are the

ones who will achieve true success

Selfishness arises from love of the world and lack of faith. Even generosity which is for the
sake of recognition and praise is not accepted. We need to be good to others,
unconditionally and expect our reward and appreciation only and only from Allah. Only then
our hearts can find true peace and tranquillity. But it takes a lot of willpower and prayers to
eradicate the age old attitudes which we have acquired, over the years, from an environment
where goodness is also done in a traditional way and everything begins and ends with the
people and their opinions. We are righteous because we love to be recognized as such and
we are generous because it is our tradition to be openhearted and we want to be
remembered because of it. Rarely will you find a person who can do good even to those who
don’t appreciate him or who don’t reciprocate or even acknowledge his generosity. People
will make fun of such a foolish person but in the eyes of Allah he is the most successful
because he did everything for Allah and not for people. Thus we should sincerely make
efforts to uproot this disease of selfishness from our lives and pray for Allah’s help, because



He is the one who has control of our hearts. That is why the believers of the later
generations prayed in the following words:
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And those who came after them say: “Our Rabb! Forgive us and our brothers who embraced
the faith before us and do not leave any malice in our hearts towards the believers. Our
Rabb! Surely You are the Kind, the Merciful."

When | see my true reflection in the mirror of the Quranic verses, it feels that whatever life |
have spent so far was meaningless because even my acts of goodness were not done in the
true spirit so what will become of me now. How will | be successful? But when Allah gives
warnings then there is also hope in it. When he says “What have you done for tomorrow?” it
makes me realize that my most precious thing which | have to take care of, is the day | am
living today. Through today | can save my tomorrow. But then | have to relieve myself from
the burdens of past by making true and sincere repentance for all that has passed; and |
should get rid of excessive fears and worries of the future by praying for Allah’s guidance
and help...only then can | focus all my energies on the present, which is in my hands as far
as Allah has allowed. But for all this we need to have a clear perspective of where we stand
and then take into account all the blessings which Allah has given us and all the
opportunities of goodness around us. But the most important thing is fear of Allah....Tagwa is
our driving force as well as the destination:
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O believers! Fear Allah and let every soul see what it is sending for the morrow (Hereafter).
Fear Allah, surely Allah is aware of all your actions

Then there are those who have forgotten their responsibility towards Allah. They appear to
be living a very jolly and carefree life and sometimes believers look at them with envy
thinking that they are being deprived of the pleasures of the world whereas the others seem
to have it all...Allah warns us against these misleading thoughts....:
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Be not like those who forgot Allah, as a result Allah caused them to forget themselves, it is
they who are the transgressors.



How terrible it is that someone should forget how to assess his benefit and loss. Have you
seen anyone suffering from memory loss? It is such a pity to see them not recognizing their
own children or friends...they are not able to distinguish between the right or wrong way...so
they always are in danger of being lost...That is why Allah has sent this clear warning that if
we act careless and forget Allah then He will make us forget even our own self.

How can we forget Allah when we have such a glorious Quran to guide us? How could we
allow the devil to make us so lost in the illusions of our desires, when there is such a brilliant
reminder from Allah? The problem is that we have not given the book of Allah, its due
importance. Otherwise if we would have learned it and absorbed its teachings in our lives
then it would surely have changed us from inside out. The fact is that its effect is so powerful
that it could crush mountains....so then are the hearts of people even harder than that?
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If We had sent down this Qur'an on a mountain, you would have seen it humble itself and
split asunder from the fear of Allah, We are citing this example for mankind, so that they may
take heed.

Allah is telling us here that the Quran has such power that if the mountains had hearts and
could display their reactions, then we would have witnessed the crushing of their egos to
dust. Similarly the true believers of Allah are those who absorb the truth of Quran in their
hearts so much, that all negative feelings, like arrogance and self love, are broken down and
the only thing which remains is the love of Allah and the fear of Allah. The Quran transforms
them into humble and polite people who are conscious of their accountability at all times.
And to really experience this impact of the Quran, we need to realize the true worth of
Allah....Although our intellects can never truly encompass His greatness but Allah has taught
us His beautiful names through which we can understand His attributes and glory...
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Allah is He, besides Whom there is no god, the Knower of the unseen and the seen. He is

the Compassionate, the Merciful.

Who can be more worthy of our adoration when there is none like Him...can any other being
have all these qualities?
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Allah is He, besides Whom there is no god, the King, the Holy, the Giver of peace, the
Granter of security, the Guardian, the Almighty, the Irresistible, the Supreme: Glory be to
Allah! He is far above the shirk they commit (by associating other gods with Him)

He is the only one with all these beautiful names which reflect His perfection and grandeur.
The whole creation is constantly and devoutly serving in His obedience; and if we ignore him

then it is our greatest injustice to our own self...His glory will never fade:
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He is Allah, the Creator, the Evolver, the Modeller. His are the most beautiful names. All that
is in the heavens and the earth declares His glory, and He is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.



Surah Al-Infitaar

Allah is so Perfect... He has given us everything that we need for eternal success. One of
these blessings is that he created in us a need for appreciation and reward. Normally we
don’t admit that we do like to be thanked and appreciated for our efforts, but the fact is that
this need has been programmed into our system so that we might work really, really hard for
getting the reward of Jannah and the sweetest pleasure of being appreciated by Allah the
almighty. In every salah we say the words maliki yaum-iddin... meaning that we believe Allah
to be the Master of the Day of Recompense, so whatever good we do is for Allah. This
motivation keeps us alive that our lives are not going unnoticed... Allah is watching
everything and if our intention is to please Him then He will grant us what we worked for.
This faith should have been enough reason to keep us happy and busy but then why is it
that we remain sad and depressed? The problem is that all our lives we expect appreciation
from people... we want instant recognition and appreciation even though we don’t admit
this... that is why we are quick to serve people who appreciate us but are reluctant to do
anything for ungrateful people. However if our intention is to get Allah’s appreciation then it
shouldn’t matter to us whether our effort is being recognized by people or not. Some people
who don a cover of piety and righteousness also do it to impress people. This is the worst
kind of deception and may Allah save all of us from it. But why are we like this? It is because
we haven't really understood the purpose of our lives. We have neither understood the word
of Allah, nor have we acted on the teachings of our Beloved Prophet (s.a.w) But Quran is a
remedy for all the diseases of the heart and InshaAllah as we go through today’s Surah, Al-
infitaar, we will realize that our whole life depends on our belief in the day of recompense...
So Allah shows us how it is going to happen:
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When the heaven will cleft asunder; when the stars will scatter; when the oceans will be
torn apart;

Have you ever pondered over the question that why will Allah destroy everything which He
created with such systematic detail and perfection? Actually the purpose of putting an end to
this universe is to bring everything to its conclusion... The world was created just as a testing
place and now the time has come for the results to be announced:
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Then each soul shall know what it has sent forth and what it left behind.

We say we believe in Judgement and Recompense, but if our faith in this day is so strong
then why is it that the majority of us are not following Allah’s commands? It is because we
are living in this self created illusion that Allah is so kind and merciful, so He will forgive us
anyway... Allah is asking all of us:
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O man! What has lured you away from your gracious Rabb?

What a great injustice it is to not obey Allah who made this world for us and gave us all the
lawful means to derive pleasure and satisfaction. But the devil leads us towards breaking all
limits of Allah and we are ever ready to accept his ideas... So how are we going to get out of
this web of self destruction? We need to remind ourselves how Allah created us and why?

.
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Who created you, fashioned you, proportioned you, [7] and moulded you in whatever
form He pleased?

Did Allah create us without any reason? Even our intellect demands that there should be a
consequence for everything... why then should we not believe in the consequence of our

whole lives?
{9} 6 $3K5 o i

Nay! In fact you deny the Day of Judgment!

Allah is not going to pass any judgement without proof. Although He is the master of every
creation, and does not need to offer any proofs but look at His justice that He has appointed
special angels who live with us throughout our lives with the sole mission of recording
everything that we say or do...
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You should know that guardian angels have indeed been appointed over you, who are

noble writers, they know all that you do.



For those who did everything for the appreciation of Allah, there is great reward... but for
those who did not care for Allah and just wanted to remain popular among people even at
the cost of Allah’s disobedience will find nothing but failure and destruction:
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On that Day the righteous will surely be in bliss; while the wicked will indeed go to hell

When | read such verses | feel so grateful for the faith that Allah has blessed us with. How
amazing is this great blessing to believe in Allah and the day of recompense but then it
saddens me to realize that we are not really making any significant preparation for that
day...why? If we believe in it then why isn’t this belief being reflected in our actions? Allah
tells us so clearly that it is because we have not fully realized what a day that is going to be:
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What will explain to you what the Day of Judgment is? Again, what will explain to you
what the Day of Judgment is?

Without Quran we could never understand our own behaviours. Now it seems as if for the
first time this fact has penetrated my heart that our contradictions in our speech and action is
because we have not given any serious thought to the consequences of our actions. We are
more worried about what people will say and not worried at all about what Allah will do to us
if we are not obedient to Him. So at the end of this surah Allah sends a clear warning that
the same people for whom you choose to disobey Allah, they will have no power at all to
save you at all...
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It will be the Day when no one shall have the power to do anything for another: for, on

that Day, Allah shall keep the entire command to Himself.

It does not take any great wisdom or intellect to reach the conclusion that if Allah is the One
who created us and He is the One, who is going to judge us, then it is His judgement for
which we should be most concerned about and nothing else should come between us and
His obedience. May Allah remove all doubts and misconceptions from our hearts and make
us strong in our faith so that we might live for Allah the way He likes best... Ameen



Surah Al-Jdinn
e S

Islam is the religion chosen for us by Allah but its blessings are visible only to clear eyes.
Just like the brilliant sun makes everything shine out so brightly but we see things according
to our own vision. If someone is wearing dark glasses, he might say that everything is grey.
But it doesn’t mean that there is something wrong with the sun. It keeps on shining with the

same intensity even if it is hidden by clouds.

In the last surah we read about Prophet Nooh (a.s) who spent almost a thousand years
trying to convince people of the oneness of Allah, but they could not see the truth in all that
time. Here in surah Al-Jinn, Allah tells us a completely different story in which Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) was reciting Quran during salah and a group of Jinn was
passing by. So they stopped to listen to this beautiful recitation and immediately recognized
its truth and beauty. But Jinn are an unseen creature of Allah so how did the Prophet (s.a.w)
come to know of this event? It was revealed to him by Allah:
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returned to their folk and said: ‘We have heard a wonderful Quran

Just look at their expression of delight and wonder... it reminds me of my first taste of the
Quran and my deep sense of pleasure and surprise as if | had found my lost treasure!!

We all know that Jinn have a limited intelligence as compared to man. Even then they
comprehended something which is at times not even grasped by highly intellectual people. It
means that mere intelligence is not enough to recognize the truth, but we need the true
desire to reach the most authentic and most perfect thing.

The fact is that when you really appreciate something then you begin to recognize its virtues
very clearly. That is why the Jinn immediately recognized the actual purpose of Quran:
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It (the Quran) guides to the Right Way. We have beheved in it and henceforth shall worsh|p
none besides Our Rabb.



The miracle of the Quran is that instantly it connects to Allah... and makes us realize His true

worth:
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Surely our Rabb's Majesty is exalted: He has neither taken a wife nor a son

Then all the prejudices against Allah, or going against His commands, seem to be utmost
foolishness:
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Some who are foolish among us have been uttering atrocious lies about Allah

Most people have misguided ideas about Jinn. So many theories have been propagated
about them, and people believe all sorts of nonsense, due to lack of knowledge. This surah
not only proves the instant effects of Quran, rather it also gives us a true picture of this
unseen creation of Allah. Whatever Allah has told us about Jinn should be enough for us
and anything which people spread from their own imagination should be avoided. Because
people have unrealistic fears about jinn and some even seek their protection. This is shirk...
to think that someone besides Allah can give you protection:
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Indeed, some individuals among mankind used to seek protection with some individuals
among the jinns, so they caused such jinns to become more arrogant

All the jinn are not same... they also have a mixture of good and bad like human beings:
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There are some among us who are righteous and some to the contrary; we have sects
following different ways.

The important thing is that they recognized that the way to salvation is to follow Allah’s

guidance:
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Surely there are some among us who are Muslims and some who are deviators from the
truth. Those who have adopted Islam have found the way to salvation

Thus ends the speech of the Jinn. The clarity and strength of their faith is amazing but the

question is: how can we reach this level of conviction? And then how to remain steadfast in



faith when so many people try to convince that if you become religious you will be deprived
of the benefits of this world. Allah is giving us a strong assurance that if you stay true to your

commitment then | will shower my blessings on you like rain:
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And (Allah revealed): "If they remained straight on the (right) Way, We should certainly have
bestowed on them Rain in abundance (i.e. abundant provisions)

The rewards of being on the right way are great but we should remember that all blessings
are tests... because if we get involved in their pleasure and forget Allah then it is the worst
thing that anyone can do to himself:
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And we (with worldly blessings) thereby put them to test. And whoever neglects the
remembrance (Quran) of his Rabb, shall be made to undergo severe punishment

Allah’s worship cannot be done unless we are firmly attached to two things... The Book of
Allah and The teachings of His Prophet (s.a.w). So we must understand both; if we wish to
follow the way to success. Sadly our concept about the Prophet (s.a.w) is mostly based on
ignorance and imagination. Therefore it is our duty to get the true knowledge about him and
spread it to others, so that we recognize what a truly great personality he was and how
wonderful was the wisdom which he imparted to us through his words and deeds. His basic
message was of purity of worship for Allah:
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O Prophet, say: “| pray only to my Rabb and worship none beS|des H|m

It is human nature that they get attached to the messenger in an exaggerated way and forget
Allah. Thus they conveniently think that even if they don’t follow the commands of Allah they
will be saved by the Prophet (s.a.w). Here in this verse is a clear answer to this

misconception:
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Say: “l have no control to cause harm or bring you to the Right Way."
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So if we truly love our Prophet then we should learn what he taught and follow it in our life;
otherwise his disobedience is not a small thing:



P
-
P E

{23} 1007 G (s (25 S0 0 0 0005l a2 UL ) A e W U}
My mission is only to deliver what | receive from Allah and make His messages known. As
for those who disobey Allah and His Rasool, they shall be put in the fire of hell to live therein

forever."

The matters of the unseen are known only to Allah and He sends messages to His Prophet
through angels along with strict protective measures:
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except to the Rasool whom He may choose for that purpose, and then He appoints guards,
who march before him and behind him,

This shows how much care is taken to protect the authenticity of the message. So then how
ignorant we are that we think that we don’t need any formal education of the Quran or
Hadith? The fact is that Allah guides only those who want to be guided and He has a record
of all things:
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that He may know that they (the Rasools) have indeed delivered the messages of their
Rabb. He also encompasses all their surroundings and keeps a count of each and

everything."

If Allah is counting everything so what should be our attitude towards life? Can we afford to
be carefree about all the blessings that Allah has given us? We have to step out of our
routine way of thinking and look deeply into things... because if we do not realize what
opportunities and talents we have got then we will not be able to use them for our success.
May Allah guide us to the right way of thinking and make us the best believers and
representatives of His religion... Ameen.



Surah Muhammad
Para-26
Bismillahir-Rahman-ir-Rahim
As I open the Quran to study a new surah, an amazing thing happens
that whatever situation I am going through, I find verses that relate
to it. It is a clear proof that Allah knows what goes on in our minds
and He has answered all our thoughts in such a way that we can open
it from any page, and we can see the words speaking out fo us as if
it's being revealed fo us just at that moment. What a miracle it is to
listen, and to be able to understand, Allah's words.......Alhamdulillah
So let's start Surah Muhammad and see what lessons Allah has
in it for us. Surah Muhammad begins with a stunning Ayat which has
a direct and powerful warning that if anyone rejects the true faith
and does not accept Islam as the only true religion, and even stops
other people from accepting and following the way of Allah, then all
his deeds will be wasted:
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Those who disbelieve and obstruct Allah's Way, He will render their deeds
fruitless

Basically it refers to the Arabs of Makkah who used to think that
just by being the care-takers of the Ka'ba, and doing some other
acts of generosity, they have attained a high esteem in Allah's eyes.
So they opposed the Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w) when he brought the
message of Tauheed because they couldn't bear to let go of a
lifestyle which suited their interests. Yet they thought that they
were on the right way because they believed in Allah and called
themselves the followers of Ibrahim (a.s) Therefore Allah warned
them that they should stop fooling themselves because true faith is



not just taking Allah's name but they will have to believe and support
all that was being revealed on the Prophet (s.a.w) too:
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As for those who believe and do good deeds and believe in what is revealed to

Muhammad - the truth from their Rabb - He will remove from them their evils
and improve their condition.

This is an important reminder for us that our faith and our deeds
are acceptable only when one supports the other. Just saying I
believe in Allah is not enough until I prove by my actions that I fear
Allah and know that He is the ultimate judge of right and wrong.
Similarly just doing some acts of charity which suit my temperament
without having faith in Allah, will have no value on the Day of
Recompense. It is a common misconception that people believe in
the Quran but don't think that learning Hadith is important as well.
But in this Ayat we find that our faith cannot be complete unless we
have the three important ingredients.....Faith in Allah.......goodness
of action.....belief in the Prophet (s.a.w) and all that was revealed to
Him i.e. The Quran and the Hadith.

This Surah was revealed in Madinah and we know that The Muslims
had suffered a lot of cruelty from the Pagans of Makkah for
thirteen years, without any retaliation because Allah had not allowed
them the use of force. When they eventually migrated o Madinah,
they were still under the continuous risk of military action from the
people of Makkah because they wanted to put an end to the rising
power of Muslims in Madinah. Now was the time when for the first
time Muslims were given permission to defend themselves. But Islam
is a religion of peace and so they were given detailed instructions on
how to be at war and still be the agents of peace. How to do



"Ehsaan” even to prisoners; yet be fearless in the battle ground and
aim for the enemies in a bold manner:
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Therefore, when you meet the unbelievers in the battlefield smite their necks
and, when you have thoroughly subdued them, then take prisoners of war and
bind them firmly. After the war lays down its burdens, then you have the choice
whether you show them favor or accept ransom. Thus are you commanded. If
Allah wanted, He Himself could have punished them; but He adopted this way
so that He may test some of you by means of others. As for those who are slain
in the cause of Allah, He will never let their deeds be lost.

This ayat and other such commands from Allah show that even when
the believers were facing such enemies who had tortured them so
ruthlessly and then drove them out of their hometown, they could
not for one moment forget that their life is for Allah and they have
to follow His instructions at all times. Their wars were defensive,
and were not to avenge their own anger but to uphold Allah's religion.
Thus Allah assured them that whoever will strive for Allah's religion,
Allah will defini’rely help them:
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O believers! If you help the cause of Allah, He will help you and establish your
feet firmly

This life will end anyway. We cannot save it permanently. So who can
be more fortunate than the one who uses it for Allah? We have been
given this entire universe full of luxuries and attractions but if we
make these our destination, and forget that these were merely a
necessity of our journey through this world, then what is the
difference between us and animals? Even if we have learned to



satisfy our desires in a much more sophisticated way, yet we are still
doing basically the same thing.

This is not my opinion but Allah's own evaluation as we can see in the
following ayat:
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Surely Allah will admit those who believe and do good deeds to gardens
beneath which rivers flow. While those who are unbelievers, they are to enjoy
only this life and eat as cattle eat; but in the hereafter, the fire shall be their
abode

In the above Ayat is the description of the Jannat as a place where
rivers flow.....we read it so often in the Quran and it always seemed
to me very delightful and mysterious to think what those rivers will
be like. Although we can never imagine the frue picture of the
paradise, but the following Ayat has given a glimpse of the delightful
rivers:
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Here is the parable of the paradise which the righteous have been promised: it
has rivers the water of which will never be stagnant, rivers of milk whose taste
never changes, rivers of wine delicious to those who drink, and rivers of honey
pure and clear. In it they will have all kinds of fruits, as well as forgiveness
from their Rabb. Can such people be compared to those who shall dwell in hell
forever, and they will be given scalding water which will cut their intestines
into pieces?

Notice that the same Ayat, which began with such a captivating
description of the rivers of paradise, ends with a horrid alternative
of intestines being cut into pieces by the scalding water.......... It is



such a clear warning that Allah, who is so Beneficent and
Compassionate, is entirely capable of giving the most painful torment
to all those who chose to deny Him and His commands. May Allah
forgive us all....Ameen.

It might seem difficult or even impossible o some people, o change
their lifestyle according to the Quran; but once a person takes the
first step of acceptance, and submits his desires and fears in front
of Allah, then Allah helps and guides that person to greater heights
of righteousness:
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As for those who follow the Right Way, Allah will increase their guidance and
bestow on them their righteousness.

When we say that Islam is a religion of peace then we expect that
there should be no talk of war. It's like expecting that a good
surgeon will never operate on a person because cutting his skin and
causing blood to flow out of his body is inhuman. Islam is a complete
code of life and it gives instructions on what to do when you are
being attacked. What will you do if someone attacks you? Welcome
him with a smile? But those who have no faith spread this negative
propaganda about Islam being a terrorist religion and those whose
faith is weak accept these allegations and start doubting their
religion too. This is not something new as the same thing happened
all those centuries ago in Madinah where some people did not have
very strong faith:

I PO A SRS SEFE Sy SUARTEA RV R P
O sele m 3 T B 0y (o e g 8 L)) T
{20} 24 ok

The believers were asking: “"Why is not a Siirah revealed allowing us to fight?"”
But when a decisive Siirah carrying the order of allowing them to fight is



revealed, you saw those in whose hearts was a disease looking at you like the
one under the shadow of death. Woe to them

The truth of the matter is that people who talk against Islam do not
have complete knowledge about it. And so they quote the verses of
the Quran out of context. And it's a pity that people who believe
them, have also not contemplated on the Quran.
Allah asks them:
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Will they not ponder upon the Qur'an? Are there locks upon their hearts?

In this world a person can say a hundred things against Islam,
against Quran or Hadith, and still Allah doesn't stop providing for
them. He still lets them complete their appointed time on this earth.
But what will happen when this time is over........
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Then what will they do when the angels carry off their souls, smiting their faces
and their backs?

Does this mean that Allah is doing zulm on them? No; Allah doesn't
do anything without a reason:
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That will happen because they followed the way that called for the wrath of
Allah and hated to adopt the way of His pleasure, therefore He made all their
deeds void.

Before we move on let's take a moment and ponder on these words
for our own self evaluation. Quran is a mirror and if we see carefully
we can see our frue images....so I must look and see...am I one of
those people who are fascinated and follow the trends which Allah
dislikes, and are suffocated with dislike when they have to follow
something that Allah likes?



So it's obvious that faith has to be followed, and is not just an
utterance of words:
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O believers! Obey Allah and obey His Rasool, and do not let your deeds come to
nothing

It's the illusion of this world which traps our senses in such a way
that we cannot think beyond it. Therefore Allah brings us out of it:
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The life of this world is but a play and amusement. If you believe and follow the
way of piety, He will grant you your rewards and will not ask you to give up
your possessions.

What is it that can help us to strengthen our faith? Spending our
money, our time, our efforts for the way of Allah is something that
holds our heart and if done consistently and sincerely, Allah makes
the small seed of faith in our heart grow into a strong tree. But if
we want fo hold on to our money, and our routine lives, then it is
going to put us into endless loss:
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Behold, you are those who are being asked to give in the cause of Allah. Yet
some of you are stingy, whereas whoever is stingy to His cause, is in fact stingy

to himself. Allah is self sufficient, it is you who are needy. If you turn away He
will replace you by some other folk; who will not be like you.



What an astonishing end to a magnificent Surah......reminding us of
our reality....putting an end to all our arrogance once and forever.
What are we anyway? What can we give to Allah who owns the entire
Universe? It is just as a test that he provides us with things and
then asks us to spend a little of it in his way.....and look at us how we
spend on our own luxuries and how we give in the way of Allah. And
see the words at the end and think about it; if we don't want to do
anything for Allah's religion, it doesn't matter to Him at all. He can
wipe us all out of this world in less than a moment and bring in other
people......... who will not be like us......what more do we need fo hear,
after this?

Again, the words from Surah Al-Jathiya come to my mind:
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These are the revelations of Allah, which We are reciting to you in all truth.
Then, in what report will they believe if not that of Allah and His revelations?



Surah Al-Mutaffifin
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We are humans and thus we can never hope for perfection. Perfection is only for Allah. But
we can and should always strive for excellence. Excellence means that you make utmost
efforts to fulfil your responsibilities in the best of manner. It is human nature to make
mistakes but the quality which differentiates a believer from a hypocrite is that a believer
considers his errors as a mountain which might crush him and so he asks forgiveness from
Allah and forever worries about his status with Allah. The hypocrite on the other hand is
totally casual about his mistakes and neither recognizes them nor feels guilty even if he is
aware that he has done wrong. Between these two is the third category of people who truly
believe in Allah and the hereafter but they take paradise for granted and think that they are
so good that Allah will forgive them whatever they might do. This arrogance leads to
destruction in both worlds... because Allah severely dislikes arrogance and carelessness.
Therefore at the end of Quran where we might feel so good that we are at the completion of
a great task and Allah must be so happy with us... here comes a Surah which is to save us
from flying too high on the wings of self praise and self worth. This is surah Al-Mutaffifin
which is a warning that no matter how righteous we are we should always be careful not to

decrease our efforts... whether in worship of Allah or in giving people their rights.

{1} Coailatl] 25
Woe to those who defraud

Who are the people whom Allah is referring to as the “mutaffifin”?
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who when, they take by measure from men, take the full measure, but when they give by

measure or by weight to others, they give less than due

If we were to identify one major factor which has contributed to our decline, it would be our
lack of sense of responsibility. We are so concerned about our own rights but are totally
careless about the rights of others. How can such a society hope to prosper? How will we
face Allah in the hereafter?
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Do they not think that they will be raised to life again

Each and every act of dishonesty is being recorded; however trivial or insignificant we might
call it... in fact | don’t even think we should use these words where duties are concerned
because nothing is without significance in this test of life. There is a consequence for
everything. For example if someone comes late to duty by just 10 minutes and leaves 10
minutes before the appointed time, it comes to 7300 minutes in a year... Same goes for all
other things. It reminds me of the Hadith of the Prophet (s.a.w) where he warned us to stay
away from small sins because if we keep doing them without feeling sorry or making amends
then they will become a mountain of sins from which there will be no escape...
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Indeed not! The record of the wicked is in Sijjeen (register of prison)

It is such a pity that we take these warnings so lightly. If someone warns us about any loss
of this world then we immediately become concerned but if Allah warns us about the loss of
the hereafter, we hardly feel any urgency to mend our ways. This is a subtle form of
rejection... a denial of truth. But where will this denial and rejection lead us?
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Woe on that Day to the disbelievers

The question is that why do we have this attitude of carelessness regarding the hereafter?
Don’t we have enough proof that everybody has to die? Do we not have knowledge of Allah
and the hereafter? Then why do we Muslims not follow the right way of life?
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Of course not! In fact their misdeeds have caused a covering (raan) on their hearts.

How amazing it is that in such a few words Allah has clearly defined our biggest hurdle in the
way of success. And that is the “Raan” which has enveloped our hearts. Raan is the Arabic
word for rust. Just as the rust can destroy such a solid thing as iron, similarly the sins that we
accumulate on our hearts are enough to corrupt and destroy our belief. So when we keep



indulging in bad habits without feeling guilty and without asking Allah’s forgiveness then the
heart loses its ability to see the truth. Therefore we should make sincere Taubah to Allah
that He might forgive us and remove the effects of our sins from our hearts. Leading a
careful life is surely not easy but if you keep the reward in mind then you can cross all
obstacles that might come your way:

Surely the righteous will be in bliss

If someone tells us that you will have to pay a certain price to get the supreme benefits of a
lifetime, without any fear of loss, what would be your response? Surely we will rush towards
it and even borrow money for the required investment. So what are we waiting for? Why
don’t we rush towards the beautiful Paradise where every little thing will be exquisite in
looks, delightful in fragrance and most refreshing in taste... just visualize the following scene:
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And you will recognize in their faces the brightness of bliss. Their thirst will be quenched with
the choicest sealed wine, and the seal will be of musk. Those who wish to excel above
others, let them endeavour to excel in this.

Obviously this truth can only be felt with a believing heart. Otherwise those who are already
trapped in the web of illusions can see no “logic” in following any religion so they make fun of
the believers:
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During their life on earth, the culprits used to mock at the believers

Some wrongdoers do feel in their hearts that they are not doing the right thing but they
cannot accept it and so they hide their guilt by blaming others:
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And when they saw the believers, they used to say: “These are the people who have surely
gone astray,”



But this web of deception can hold them only for a little while. In the hereafter the truth will
be as evident as the shining sun...
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On that Day, the believers shall be laughing at the unbelievers

Allah has given us such clear warnings but if we do not take any guidance from these surahs
and verses then it is our own loss. On the day of judgement there will be no injustice at all.
Everyone will get only what they worked for...
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“Have not the unbelievers been fully rewarded for what they used to do?”

After such powerful words, | don’t know what else | can say except a dua that May Allah help
us to see the truth in this world so that we don’t remain in any illusion. May He help us in self
analysis and self purification so that we might attain His forgiveness and eternal
success...inshaAllah



Surah An-Naas
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In the world that we live in, we are aware of different dangers and we take safety measures
against them; but ironically the biggest danger that threatens our life in this world as well as
in the hereafter, is unrecognized by many... and that is the constant danger of being
deceived by the devil... we think that we are making the right decisions in life not even
analyzing whether we are really following the right way or are we blindly following the devil’s
whispers? If we don’t recognize our biggest enemy then how can we protect ourselves
against his activities? That is why at the end of our journey through Quran Allah is making us
aware of this danger, and also giving us the assurance that we do have one big thing going
in our favour... which is the most reliable protection and care of Allah... who is the Lord of all

mankind:
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Say: | seek refuge in the Rabb of mankind

In this world we are so impressed by those who have some authority and power... and we
look towards them for help... often facing disappointment due to their carefree attitude or
sometimes due to their inability to understand or solve our problems. Here Allah is reminding
us that the real king is Allah... who can us everything.
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King of mankind, the real God of mankind

Here Allah reveals to us that the most harmful thing which is constantly threatening our
safety is not traffic accidents, or treachery of people, or loss of wealth or even life... but the
real danger is to believe and follow the whispers of the devil...
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From the mischief of the slinking whisperers (Shaitan and his workers)... who whisper into
the hearts of people

The only purpose of the devil is to prevent the people from entering Paradise, so he keeps
trying to deceive them by making sinful things look attractive... consequently the heart which



should be full of Allah’s love, starts to love the forbidden things... and the person is willingly
led into the ways which bring him utter destruction in both worlds. Therefore Allah is giving
us the powerful weapon of this most effective dua which will protect us not only against the
devil but also from the people who have become his partners in driving people away from
the righteous path...
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Whether he be from among the jinn or from mankind.

Although this life is full of dangers and it is so because Allah made it like this... as a test of
our faith and obedience... But the Quran is the most powerful shelter for us and the good
news is that this journey has no end. If we really and truly want Allah’s guidance then He fills
our hearts with a never ending love and attachment for His book which is the ultimate source
of guidance for all mankind...

So my dua at the completion of this journey is that may this journey never end... may Allah
always keep us joined to Him through His Book... may we understand its true spirit, may we
act on its guidance and may we be among those who spread its message all over the

world...ameen summa ameen.



Surah An-Nasr
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The way to achieve Allah’s pleasure is not a cruise... rather Allah keeps testing the faith and
determination of the believers by putting them in various trials. These tests not only increase
them in their faith but also raise their status in the paradise. But it becomes quite difficult to
remain patient, when a person is trying to please Allah but his efforts seem to bring no
positive result... on the contrary the whole environment turns against him. The time comes
when the devil tries to make him believe that even Allah is not happy with him because if
Allah is on his side then why isn’t he making things easy for him? Why is he not removing
the hurdles? The shaitan loves to make us hopeless but we should not lose hope in Allah’s
mercy because His help is very near...
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When there comes the help of Allah and the victory

1400 yrs ago when Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w) had to leave his hometown to migrate to
Madinah with a small number of followers, it must have seemed totally impossible that one
day He would enter Makkah as a Conqueror... but it did happen only after seven years of
migration... and because of this victory the whole Arab accepted Islam:
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You see the people entering Allah's religion (/slam) in multitudes

We also experience this miracle of Allah in our lives when He sends us his help in
miraculous ways and saves us from most impossible situations. These are the moments of
extreme joy and gratitude... but it is also a test of our obedience. What do we do in such

situations?
Do we give all the credit to our own intelligence that we managed to succeed?

Or we think we are so pious that we have become Allah’s favourites... so He has given us
exactly what we desired?



Or do we really believe it to be nothing else except Allah’s greatness and mercy... and we
feel even more aware of our sins and this enormous guilt makes us turn to Allah in sincere

repentance...?

In fact the last option is the only one leading to Allah’s pleasure:
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So glorify your Rabb with His praises, and pray for His forgiveness: surely He is ever ready

to accept repentance

| have often felt this strange feeling of inadequacy after having done any act of goodness... |
feel like | could have done so much better than this... but couldn’t do it... due to my lack of
knowledge or my lack of proper planning, or maybe it is lack of determination or sincerity...
But today | have understood that even though analysing one’s faults leads to becoming a
better person but it should not become a cause for hopelessness with oneself... therefore we
should do a lot of “Istighfaar”, to remove the bad feelings of not reaching the level of
excellence which we want. The more we ask Allah’s forgiveness, the more He fills our hearts
with peace and gives us hope and optimism to start again.

May Allah help us always to remember the fact that all goodness is from Him alone... this
awareness of our own weakness and Allah’s greatness is the biggest lesson to learn... so

may Allah increase us in our knowledge... ameen.



Surah An-Noor

Just as eyes cannot see without light, similarly our intelligence and reasoning
alone cannot guide us fowards complete success, without the light of Allah's
Book, to show us the way.

In Surah Al-Bagarah, Allah says:
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Allah is the guardian of those who believe. He brings them out of the darkness into the
light; and (as to) those who disbelieve, their guardians are Shaitans who take them out
of the light into the darkness; they are the inmates of the fire, in it they shall abide.

So this is the Surah of Light. It liberates us from the darkness of ignorance
and confusion towards the light of Allah's love. Although the whole of the
Quran is from Allah, yet for this Surah specially, Allah says that "we have
revealed it" so that we should have complete trust in the wisdom of the rules
laid out in it. The opening Ayat is in fact a short and accurate introduction
of this radiant Surah
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(This is) a chapter which We have revealed and made obligatory and in which We have
revealed clear communications that you may be mindful.

And then right aftfer it Allah states the punishment of Adultery. Look at the
straight forward tone and the clarity of words, which Allah has used here,
so that anybody, with even average intelligence can verify its exact meaning.
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(As for) the adulteress and the adulterer, flog each of them, (giving) a hundred stripes,

and let not pity for them detain you in the matter of obedience to Allah, if you believe in
Allah and the last day, and let a party of believers witness their chastisement.

Now we see that this Ayat has provoked great controversy that Islam is so
barbaric and so cruel. Why should a man be flogged a hundred times for just
one mistake?

Allah has told us in the Quran:
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Indeed We have created man in the best of moulds,

Man was created with dignity and self respect, an honorable being, and what
is the purpose of “zina" (adultery)? It is the degradation of Man, when he
stoops from his honorable position, just to satisfy his lust. If this sick crime
is not stopped immediately it acts like a virus and spreads in the whole
society so that the very balance and structure of family life collapses, giving
rise to chaos and insecurity. Allah wants to protect us from this madness
where no one is safe anymore. An American woman once commented:

"If you only knew the insecurity that an American woman goes through,
every single day of her life, in fear that her husband might dump her for
another more attractive person”

Allah loves us and he wants us to live a life of mutual trust and harmony. The
family structure is supposed to be a Haven of peace and love. And if anyone
dares to sabotage it, then they should be tortured publicly so that it is
established as a terrible crime which no one would dare o repeat. Allah
knew that there would be some who would try to act like they are more
tenderhearted than Allah Himself so He said:

“Let not pity withhold you in their case......If you have faith in Allah and in
the day of recompense”

That's what it's all about: our Faith. It's not just saying the words of the
“shahadah” but believing that ONLY ALLAH in His infinite love for us and



His infinite wisdom could have come up with a system of life as beautifully
balanced as Islam.

This balance is manifested in the fact that Allah has not allowed anyone to
falsely accuse anyone of adultery. This is a serious crime in Allah's eyes and
such a person who wishes to ruin someone's reputation will also be flogged:
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And those who accuse chaste women then do not bring four witnesses, flog them,

(giving) eighty stripes, and do not admit any evidence from them ever; and these it is
that are the transgressors,
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Except those who repent after this and act aright, for surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.

Next we have the Ayaat which refer to a slander that was fabricated
against Ayesha (r.a) the wife of the Prophet (s.a.w) by the Hypocrites of
Madinah. According to her own narrative, Ayesha ( r.a) had accompanied the
Prophet (s.a.w) on a mission. On the way back while they were about to
proceed one night, she discovered that she had dropped her necklace and so
she got out of the howdah that she had been riding in and went off in search
of it. It took her quite some time and during her absence the caravan took
off, carrying her howdah thinking that she was inside it. When Ayesha
returned to the camp and found no one she decided to wait there so that
they will come back and find her. She fell asleep and was discovered by
Safwan, who used to come up behind the army to pick up anything they might
have left on the way. Upon seeing the wife of the Prophet, he exclaimed:
"Inna Lillaahi wa Inna Ilaihi Raji'oon” and so Ayesha woke up. He lowered his
camel and Ayesha mounted it, while he set out walking, leading the camel by
the rope. And they did not exchange a single word, till they reached the
army, who had halted at midday. Upon seeing them, the chief of the
hypocrites, Abdullah bin Ubaiyy said, "By Allah, they have not come safe.”
This rumor was spread like wild fire and took Madinah by storm. Until these
following Ayaat were revealed, which proved the innocence of Ayesha (r.a),
for all fimes to come.
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Surely they who concocted the lie are a party from among you. Do not regard it an evil to
you; nay, it is good for you. Every man of them shall have what he has earned of sin; and
(as for) him who took upon himself the main part thereof, he shall have a grievous
chastisement

Allah reproached all those who took part in circulating the rumor.
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Why did not the believing men and the believing women, when you heard it, think well of
their own people, and say: This is an evident falsehood?
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And why did you not, when you heard it, say: It does not beseem us that we should talk
of it; glory be to Youl! this is a great calumny?

There is an important lesson here for all of us that it is a serious crime to
ruin other peoples’ reputation by idle gossips and backbiting. A true believer
is a careful person. His purity of heart is reflected in the purity of his
conversation. Allah says that even if you have been indulging in it so far, do
not ever repeat it again:
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Allah admonishes you that you should not return to the like of it ever again if you are
believers.

Why is it so strongly prohibited? Actually when people discuss these
shameful things, then it does have an imperceptible effect on them even if



they are not involved in it. And the publicity of evil creates a never ending
curiosity, which leads to the eventual involvement in such acts.
So Allah says:
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Surely (as for) those who love that scandal should circulate respecting those who

believe, they shall have a grievous chastisement in this world and the hereafter; and
Allah knows, while you do not know.

Allah wants us to live in peace and harmony but the Devil allures us towards
immorality and immodesty:
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O you who believe! do not follow the footsteps of the Shaitan, and whoever follows the
footsteps of the Shaitan, then surely he bids the doing of indecency and evil; and were it

not for Allah's grace upon you and His mercy, not one of you would have ever been pure,
but Allah purifies whom He pleases; and Allah is Hearing, Knowing.
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We should remember that the devil cannot rest until he leads us astray from
the straight path of Allah's guidance. For this he has various traps. One of
them is o make it seem very trivial for us when we deprive someone of their
basic rights. So many people fall into this trap that after a while such a
violation of Allah's laws becomes very normal and seems harmless. And if you
remind someone the seriousness of their offence then they become
defensive and protest, "Oh! Don't be so formal........surely Islam is not so
rigid " But we forget that Islam is a complete way of life. It focuses as
much attention on proper social behavior as on the spiritual aspect. So Allah
reminds us here of an important social issue:
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O you who believe! Do not enter houses other than your own houses until you have
asked permission and saluted their inmates; this is better for you, that you may be
mindful.
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But if you do not find any one therein, then do not enter them until permission is given to

you; and if it is said to you: Go back, then go back; this is purer for you; and Allah is
Cognizant of what you do.

A home is a place where one wants to live in peace and security. Allah is
protecting our privacy here. And it's better for us not to enter a door
without permission, so that the doors of people’'s hearts are not closed on us,
and relationships are not soured. It is a matter of dignity and respect, the
more you give; the more you get, and of course the actual rewards are with
Allah.

Our life is such that we cannot exist on our own. We have to interact with
people and this involves an unavoidable contact between men and women.
Islam is a natural religion. It doesn't put a complete ban on mutual
interaction, because that would have been impossible. So we have been given
certain rules which make it possible for us to conduct ourselves in such
situations, in a graceful manner, without compromising on our modesty. So
the first order is for Men:
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Say to the believing men that they cast down their looks and guard their private parts;
that is purer for them; surely Allah is Aware of what they do.

And then the same applies for women as well. We are all familiar with hijab
of the dress but notice that the first thing is the hijab of the eyes. Why?
because, " The glance is the poisonous arrow of shaitan." When we look at
someone with unnecessary intensity, that's the first step towards danger,
towards unlawful desires arising in your heart, so lower your gaze and
protect your modesty:
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And say to the believing women that they cast down their looks and guard their private

parts and do not display their ornaments except what appears thereof, and let them
wear their head-coverings over their bosoms

And in the same Ayat Allah has forbidden women to display their adornment
o any man excep‘r the ones Allah has Himself listed down:
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and not display their ornaments except to their husbands or their fathers, or the fathers
of their husbands, or their sons, or the sons of their husbands, or their brothers, or their
brothers' sons, or their sisters' sons, or their women, or those whom their right hands
possess, or the male servants not having need (of women), or the children who have not
attained knowledge of what is hidden of women;

This Ayat ends with the reminder that even the walk should be modest and
not such that would attract attention:
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and Iet them not strike their feet so that what they hide of their ornaments may be
known;

After all, it is the way towards Allah and tfowards success:
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and turn to Allah all of you, O believers! so that you may be successful.

Although a lot can be said on the subject but it is enough for the fime being
to understand that the essence of these rules is to avoid situations which
can lead to our exploitation. Allah is protecting us here. Women are like
precious jewels so don't cheapen yourself under the false banner of so called



“liberation" and don't become an object for every man on the street to ogle
at.

Surah An-Noor contains an Ayat which is mysteriously beautiful. I+ makes
you stop and think what is Allah telling you here. Listen carefully:
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Allah is the light of the heavens and the earth; a likeness of His light is as a niche in
which is a lamp, the lamp is in a glass, (and) the glass is as it were a brightly shining
star, lit from a blessed olive-tree, neither eastern nor western, the oil whereof almost
gives light though fire touch it not-- light upon light-- Allah guides to His light whom He
pleases, and Allah sets forth parables for men, and Allah is Cognizant of all things.

The niche in this example is the chest of the believer and the lamp is the
heart inside it. The glass is the environment and the potential in this heart
to catch the light of Allah's guidance is such that it seems on the verge of
glowing, even if no fire touches it. This Ayat actually focuses on the
connection between Allah's light and the purity of a Momin's heart. And
every time I read it, it makes me want to be such a lamp that would reflect
Allah's light to the whole world, like a star ........ And Allah guides towards his
light whom he wills........doesn't it fill you with the most passionate desire to
be that person for whom Allah makes it a reality?!!

In a striking contrast, Allah gives the example of another kind of light that
deceives a person and this is the light of mirage, which makes you see images
which do not exist..........
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And (as for) those who dlsbelleve, their deeds are like the m|rage in a desert, which the
thirsty man deems to be water; until when he comes to it he finds it to be naught, and
there he finds Allah, so He pays back to him his reckoning in full; and Allah is quick in
reckoning;



What a pathetic situation for a person who believes that what he is doing is
very rewarding and at the end of his journey he finds nothing but hot earth,
Imagine his frustration and remorse. Allah says that all those who think that
they are wiser than Allah and that they can devise a more successful way of
life other than Islam, their lives are like dark oceans in which they shall
never see the light of truth:
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Or like utter darkness in the deep sea: there covers it a wave above which is another
wave, above which is a cloud, (layers of) utter darkness one above another; when he
holds out his hand, he is almost unable to see it; and to whomsoever Allah does not give
light, he has no light.

How frightening are the last words of this Ayat: For whom Allah has not
appointed any light, then for him there is no light. May Allah save us all from
such a terrible fate.

In the following Ayat, Allah tells us how to make sure we are not among the
losers:
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And he who obeys Allah and His Messenger, and fears Allah, and is careful of (his duty
to) Him, these it is that are the achievers.

We all say that of course we fear Allah but we have to prove our sincerity
too:
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And keep up prayer and pay the poor-rate and obey the Messenger, so that mercy may
be shown to you.

And there are some other rules too which we take lightly but they are also a
reflection of our piety. One such rule is the discipline of privacy within a
house, between various family members. Allah says "O You who have
faith......" It means it is a part of our faith to obey this command:
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O you who believe! let those whom your right hands possess and those of you who have
not attained to puberty ask permission of you three times; before the morning prayer,
and when you put off your clothes at midday in summer, and after the prayer of the
nightfall; these are three times of privacy for you; neither is it a sin for you nor for them
besides these, some of you must go round about (waiting) upon others; thus does Allah
make clear to you the communications, and Allah is Knowing, Wise.

Remember that everything belongs to Allah including our own selves and we
are going to return to Him. This is the truth of our existence and upon this
truth ends this Surah of Light.
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Now surely Allah's is whatever is in the heavens an/d the earth; He knows indeed that to

which you are conforming yourselves; and on the day on which they are returned to Him

He will inform them of what they did; and Allah is Cognizant of all things.
Xk Xk *k k%
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Surah Nooh
e S

Da'wah (calling people to Allah) is a unique “job”. On one hand there are extraordinary
rewards for it but on the other hand it requires lots of patience and sacrifice. But have you
ever thought why did Allah give us this task in the first place? We could all have been
Muslims and each one of us could have been responsible for our own lives and just our own
deeds. Why this added responsibility to call others? As | pondered over this question, |
realized that Allah has blessed us with this honour so that we can truly experience the real
taste of faith. | have myself experienced that it gives me tremendous energy and pleasure to
talk to others about Allah. And it is a fact, that when | am reminding others of His blessings
and His miracles; of heaven and hell; of this world and the hereafter; it is my own heart
which is the most attentive listener and gets affected in a most powerful way. It gives me an
added realization that now | have to prove my words through action. And then | also realize
that | cannot do anything except with the help of Allah. This is what connects me more and
more with Allah... But everything has a price; and the price of da’'wah is patience,

perseverance and sacrifice.

Thus nearly at the end of this Magnificent Quran Allah tells us the story of Prophet Nooh
(a.s) whose patience was tested to an extraordinary limit yet he stayed firm in his conviction
and continued to work for Allah till the end...
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He said: “O my People! | am sent towards you as a plain Warner. Worship Allah, fear Him
and obey me.

This has been the message of all Prophets: Worship of Allah, consciousness of Allah and
obedience of the messenger. Religion cannot be complete if any one of the above is
missing. We readily understand worship of Allah and following the way of the Prophet; but
what is the significance of Taqwa? It is actually the awareness that Allah is watching over us,
which makes us lead a clean life. Therefore an Allah-conscious person will constantly be
alert about all his words, deeds and thoughts; and will strive towards sincerity and purity at
all times. But what does one achieve from such a life?
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If you will do so, He will forgive you your sins and give you respite for an appointed term.
The fact is that when the term given by Allah arrives, it cannot be deferred. If you could
understand!

One would think that such a true and complete message will be instantly appreciated and
accepted but it is human nature to dislike any warning which hinders their selfish and
careless attitude towards life. So look at the reaction of people after listening to the warnings
of Nooh (a.s):
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Each time | called on them to seek Your pardon; they thrust their fingers in their ears and
drew their cloaks over their heads, persisting in sin and puffing themselves up with insolent
pride.

Anyone would want to give up after such a rejection but a true caller to faith never gives up:
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| have called them aloud; then | appealed them openly in publlc and secretly in prlvate

This is the patience and consistency which is missing from our efforts. When we call others
to Islam we expect them to change overnight and if anybody rejects the invitation we never
bother with them again. But if you really are sincere in your desire to help others and to save
them from loss then you will use all the methods; and never give up hope.

The fact is that when people reject faith and lead a life of desires, their hearts are burdened
with guilt and they never get satisfaction even though they have lots of things to amuse
them. Thus it is a great favour on them if you can gently guide them towards doing Taubah...
a sincere repentance. So we see that in spite of all the transgression of his people, he is
calling them to forgiveness:
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So | said (to the people): “Seek forgiveness of your Rabb, He is ever ready to forgive you.

It is a common misconception that if you commit yourself to deen then you will be deprived
of the worldly benefits. The following verses have this good news from Allah that sincere



duas of forgiveness not only earn us the pleasures of the hereafter; rather they are a means
of barakah in worldly things as well:
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He will send abundant rain for you from heaven, and he will help you with wealth and sons,
and provide you with gardens and the flowing rivers.

But what a pity it is that man gets so mesmerized by the worldly pleasures that he forgets
Allah...
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What is the matter with you that you do not regard the greatness of Allah; when He has

created you in gradual stages?

Isn’t it simply amazing that the same earth which provides us sustenance will be our host
after death...? Nooh a.s tries to awaken the intellect of his people:
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Allah has caused you to grow as a growth from the earth. He will return you to the same
earth and then raise you back to life again on the Day of Resurrection?

He reminded the people that Allah had given them so many blessings so that they might turn
to Allah in gratitude; but alas! they could not get out of their illusions and instead of turning to
Allah; their attention was focused on pleasing the influential people of the society. So getting
thoroughly disgusted by their blindness, Nooh (a.s) puts his sadness in front of Allah:
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Finally, Nooh (Noah) submitted: “O Rabb! My people have disobeyed me, and followed
those chiefs whose wealth and children have added to them nothing but loss.

The people who reject the messengers of Allah might think of themselves as very powerful
but they are all going to face a terrible punishment for their sins:
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Because of their wrong doings they were drowned in the great flood and made to enter the
fire. They found no one besides Allah to help them.



It is a fact that when man transgresses the boundaries of Allah shamelessly and never
listens to any warnings then the hearts get hard and there remains no chance of any positive
change. Thus it went on for years and generation after generation people continued to reject
the teachings of Nooh (a.s). Finally when there was nothing more to be done, he made this

prayer:
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And Nooh said “O Rabb! Do not leave a single unbeliever on the surface of the earth.

He had put up with so much of rejection and frustration but never did he complain about his
situation...There is no self pity or complaints for his own hardships... Rather he asks for
forgiveness if there had been any lack of effort from his side...
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O Rabb! Forgive me, my parents and every true believer who seeks refuge in my house, and
all believing men and believing women. As to the wrongdoers, grant them increase in

nothing but destruction.”

We are all facing such situations and what is our attitude. If people don'’t listen to us we
condemn then and think of our own self as perfect and flawless. But we should remember
that we are not angels and there is always a chance that maybe our own behaviour is not
good. Maybe our own actions don’t match our words. Maybe the character we want in others
is missing from our own personality. The Prophets were free from all such imperfections but
we ordinary human beings can never be perfect. Therefore we should always be ready to
look into our own hearts before putting the blame on others. Da’wah is not an ordinary job so
the patience required for it is also extraordinary. But for those who want the highest levels of

eternal success; it is not such a big price after all...



Surah Al-Qalam
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Allah’s love is the most precious gift which we all yearn for but it cannot be attained without
following the footsteps of our beloved Prophet (s.a.w) with complete love and trust. The
more we know about his life and personality, the more we will love him for all his magnificent
qualities. This love is the completion of our faith, and is absolutely essential for us to acquire;
because without love and faith, actions are just mechanical gestures which have no spirit
and no effect.

The first and foremost requirement of loving the Prophet (s.a.w) is to follow his way of life
and to convey his teachings to the whole world. This is a responsibility on all of us who feel
honoured to be his followers. But this path is filled with trials and only those can walk upon it,
who first learn to be patient and calm, forgiving and moving on, loving people unconditionally
and putting the work of religion ahead of their own satisfactions. In fact, those who love Allah
love to work for Him and feel honoured to be given any opportunity to serve Him. If someone
has truly felt this love, then he will never complain nor be overtaken by any self pity or self
righteousness... because he knows that what he is working for is far more precious than his

own life...

So in Surah Al-Qalam, Allah is giving us the excellent example of our Prophet (s.a.w) who
put up with all the trials and accusations from the disbelievers with the utmost patience and
perseverance. Although the Prophet (s.a.w) ignored all the malicious remarks of the
disbelievers but Allah is taking oath for the sake of His beloved Messenger:
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NUn. By the pen and what they write. By the g/race of your Lord you are not a madman.

This oath of the pen makes me feel that there must be something really great in this small
little tool but we take it so casually. Today most of us feel too lazy to write but where would
we be if the companions of the Prophet (s.a.w) had not used the pen? Thus writing is
Ibaadah if done for the sake of Allah. And we should use this immense power of pen to
spread the ultimate truth to the whole world.

But apart from the pen and other means of communication there is one other tool which is
the most precious, the most effective and the most worthy of honour... and that is the
excellence of character. If we study the life history of our Prophet (s.a.w) we find that He had



the best manners, not only with friends, not only in good times, but also with enemies, He
displayed extraordinary patience and tolerance... that is why Allah has promised for him a

reward which is limitless:
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And you shall have a never ending reward. You are of the highest noble character.

Although it is a topic which cannot be encompassed in just a few lines, but the most
important thing about the personality of our Prophet (s.a.w) was that all his manners were
genuine and ever present. His etiquettes and behaviour had no contradiction with His real
self. That is why He had an awesome personality which affected others like magic. The hard
hearted pagans tried to prove that He was a magician but they could not comprehend that
there is no magic like the magic of tenderness, true love and care.

On the contrary, today we find that people are attracted to Islam but they are confused when
they see the unpleasant behaviour of the followers of this great religion. We might have
learned the Quran and Hadith but we need to do a lot of work on our character building too.
And the best characteristics which we have to focus on are patience and tolerance. What is
the use of thinking yourself as good and proving everybody else to be wrong? The task of
judgement is not for us...
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Surely it is your Rabb Who knows those who have strayed from His Way, as He knows best
those who are rightly guided.

It has always been the case that those who reject the truth are greater in number than the
believers. So there is a great danger of being influenced by the force of the majority. Thus
Allah has cautioned the Prophet (s.a.w):
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So do not yield to the unbelievers. They desire you to compromise a little, so they too would

compromise.

Now this is a very important point to remember that being kind hearted does not mean that
one should compromise on religion for the pleasure of others. So we should be good and
caring for others but remain firmly within the limits of Allah. Sometimes people will try to
dissuade you from your work by indirect means. Thus we have to be even more careful in
this case...



Neither vyield to any mean oath -monger; mlschlef maklng sIanderer opponent of good
transgressor.

When people are given a blessing they often think that it is because they have “earned” it
and don't realize that it is a test from Allah. Or in some cases they don’t even realize that
they have been given a great gift which is for their own good. The disbelievers of Makkah
were also deceived by their own arrogance, and failed to appreciate the gift of Quran and
guidance through the greatest Messenger of all times. In the next verse Allah reminds them
of a story which was quite famous among the Arabs:
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Surely We shall try them as We trled the owners of the garden when they swore that they
would pluck its fruit the next morning.

This story is about the owner of a garden who used to divide his fruit in three portions; giving
one third to the poor and needy, one third to his relatives and kept the remaining for himself
and his family. Due to his sharing, Allah gave abundant blessings to him but when he died,
his inheritors decided to keep all the fruit to themselves because they thought that it was
their own hard work and their own earning. So they planned to harvest it early in the morning
before any poor folk could come to beg. But Allah sent a punishment while they were asleep
and the garden was totally destroyed:
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So a calamity from your Rabb came down upon it (the garden) while they slept. and by the
morning it lay as if it had been already harvested.

When early the next morning they reached the garden they couldn’t believe what they saw:
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But when they saw the garden, they cried: “Surely we must have lost our way!
Then they realized that it was a result of their own arrogance and stinginess:
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Finally they said: “Woe to us! Surely we had become rebellious.

The loss of this world can be recovered but what will happen in the Akhirah? When there will

be no more chances?
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Such is the punishment in this life; but the punishment in the Hereafter is even greater, if

they but knew it.

In this world anyone can plant a garden and enjoy its fruits but the gardens of paradise are
only for those who have lived a life of extreme caution and carefulness. They fear to disobey
Allah; they fear to utter foolish words, they are forever conscious of the result of Akhirah:
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Surely the righteous will be rewarded with gardens of delight by their Rabb

But the disbelievers will mock them and go on with their carefree lives, not thinking about the
simple fact that those who obey Allah and those who break His limits cannot be equal:

{36} 058G LS WU G{35 ) (e 2lls” Tl Joisl
What do the disbelievers think? Shall We treat the Muslims as We treat the guilty? What is
the matter with you? What kind of Judgment do you make?

We make decisions on the basis of our intellect and after that the next source of our
knowledge is through books. So Allah is asking the disbelievers:
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Or do you have a Book in which you read, that you shall be given whatever you choose?

If neither intellect nor books can testify to their foolish judgement, then maybe they have

signed a contract with their Lord?
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Or do you have a sworn covenant - a covenant binding on Us till the Day of Resurrection -
that you shall have whatever you demand?

The problem is that they don’t want to give up their lifestyles and have refused to bow down
to Allah. How many of us have established Salah in our lives? We continue to be casual
about this obligatory worship but look at the next verse and you will feel the enormity of this

error:

On the Day of Judgment, when the dreadful events shall be unfolded, and they shall be

asked to prostrate themselves, they shall not be able to do so.



It can also refer to those who pray regularly but their hearts do not bow down to Allah’s
greatness. Why? Because they are too much filled up with their own pride. What will become
of this false pride when our real picture will be exposed to all of mankind?

{43} o LI 2y 5 ) ‘_55\ O ey \flf .u) 45.3 ("G'MJ; (,.AJL:@\ Lasl>
They shall stand with eyes downcast, utterly humbled; because during their safe and sound
earthly life they were called upon to prostrate themselves but they refused to do so.

This ayat teaches me the importance of self awareness. | have to focus on all my flaws and
remove them with Allah’s help so that | might be saved from this torture of shame, regret and
humiliation. If this feeling gets absorbed in my heart and | start working on my self-
purification then how can | have any time or concern to blame anyone else or to find fault
with others?

Imagine how our Prophet (s.a.w) must be receiving these strong verses... how awesome
was his responsibility and how painful it must have been for him that when he conveyed it to
the Makkans they constantly rejected him... Thus Allah is sending him the comforting words
that if people are not accepting the truth then He will Himself deal with them:

{44} U%Uw:}iﬁ})m MJ}JHJ\.@J u&uxjd:).u
O Prophet, leave to Me those who reject this revelation. We shall lead them step by step to

their ruin, in ways that they cannot perceive.

But the Prophet (s.a.w) was so kind hearted... so much full of love and concern for his
people. He could not ignore what was happening around him. He was not like us that we just
think of our own end and don’t worry about the others. Thus Allah assures Him:
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So wait with patience for the Judgment of your Rabb and be not like the man of the fish

(reference is to the Prophet Younus (a.s) who was swallowed by a fish), who cried when he

was in distress.

Prophet Younus (a.s) was also rejected by his people and he was so grieved by their
disbelief that he decided to leave them before the order had come from Allah. But when he
was swallowed by the fish, he realized his mistake and asked Allah’s forgiveness. So in this
story there is great lesson for us that even if we are facing tremendous difficulties in the way
of Allah, we should remain firm and never lose hope. Sometimes the emotions of grief and
anger makes a person feel totally helpless and drained. Shaitan uses such chances to make
us despair of Allah’s mercy. And so there is great danger of making wrong decisions.



As far as people are concerned, different people will respond to Allah’s message in different
ways. Some will believe wholeheartedly and become strong supporters, some will be on the
middle course, and some will be so hostile that their hatred will be reflected in their
expressions. Just like the people of Makkah:
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The unbelievers would almost trip you up with their eyes when they hear Our revelations
(The Quran), and say: “He (Muhammad) is surely crazy."

But even if the disbelievers labelled the Quran as false, or fabricated, but they could not
extinguish the light of Allah’s words which was destined to illuminate the worlds:
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This (The Qur’an) is nothing but a Reminder to all the people of the world.

Thus ends the beautiful Surah with a great reminder that Quran is for the whole world so we
have to fulfil our responsibility of conveying it to everyone. Allah has given us so many
resources and the only thing we really need is a true commitment... because even if
someone is unable to go out and reach people, we do have one thing which can cross the
barriers of time and space... and that is the pen... Al-Qalam!!



Surah As-Sajdah

Our beloved Prophet, Muhammad, May peace and blessings of Allah be upon
Him, used to recite Surah As-Sajdah daily, before going to sleep at night.
And on Friday mornings He chose this Surah to recite in the first unit of the
Fajar prayer. When I had read these facts in a book of Hadeeth, some time
back, I had been curious to find out more about it. Obviously there must be
something really important in its message. And we need to understand its
importance because the "Sawab" or reward for following the Sunnah
(teachings) of the Prophet (s.a.w) can be multiplied manifold if we do so with
consciousness and understanding.

After reading it in its detail, I found that this Surah contains the essence
of our faith and that is why it serves as daily reminder at night just at the
completion of the day and the beginning of our oblivion into a near-death
state. The realities outlined in its explicit words, help us fo cleanse our souls
by asking Allah's forgiveness for whatever shortcomings we displayed during
the day and help us to remember death for which we all need to be prepared
at all times.

For the words of Allah to be effective in our lives, we need to be free of all
doubts, therefore, Allah says right in the beginning of this Surah:
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The revelation of the Book, there is no doubt in it, is from the Lord of the worlds

And then Allah reminds us of the purpose of the Quran.......to warn people so
that they may be guided. The non believers of Makkah used to say that the
Prophet had himself written this book. Even today there are people who
doubt the authenticity of the Quran. For all of them Allah says:
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Or do they say: He has forged it? Nay! it is the truth from your Lord that you may warn a

people to whom no Warner has come before you, that they may follow the right
direction.



It is our weakness that we are so caught up in the endless cycle of our daily
routines and the race for worldly benefits that we never stop and ponder
upon the purpose of our existence. There are many who have not even
thought about this in the course of their lives. Isn't it a pity to go on living,
day after day and not knowing where we are going or why we are going and
what do we hope to achieve at the end of this journey?

The Quran teaches us to think and it begins by focusing our attention on our
own selves. How awesome it is that Allah has created us:
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Who made good everythmg that He has created and He began the creation of man from
dust.

Then He made his progeny of an extract, of despicable water.
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Then He made him complete and breathed into him of His spirit, and made for you the
ears and the eyes and the hearts; little is it that you give thanks.

But look at how arrogant humans are that they enjoy all the blessings of
Allah and don't remember to give thanks. Instead they doubt resurrection:
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And they say: What! When we have become lost in the earth, shall we then certainly be
in a new creation? Nay! They are disbelievers in the meeting of their Lord.

Allah tells us that they will all be brought before their Lord, no matter how
much they deny it in this world. But when that happens, it will be too late to
make amends. The following verse depicts a scene of the day of
resurrection, when the criminals, those who denied the truth, will be
standing before Allah. Look at how pathetic their condition is and so Allah
says, "If only you could see them..................
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And could you but see when the guilty shall hang down their heads before their Lord:

Our Lord! We have seen and we have heard, therefore send us back, we will do good;
surely (now) we are certain.

They chose to forget this meeting with Allah, and so Allah will also forget
about them on that day:
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So taste, because you neglected the meeting of this day of yours; surely We forsake you;
and taste the abiding chastisement for what you did.

It is a moment for reflection. Let's analyze ourselves before it's too late. Do
we really have faith in Allah and the day of resurrection? If yes then how
come we go about our lives as if that day is never going to come? If we truly
believe that Quran is the guidance towards success then how come our
majority doesn't even know what's in it? We can very well say that we believe
in the word of Allah but how much time or effort do we make towards its
education and learning? And what is our attitude towards Allah's religion? Do
we submit to Allah's will or do we make excuses?

Our claims of faith can be judged in the mirror of the following Ayat, which
is so awesome that it is recommended that when we read it, we should make
"Sajdah” (to prostrate) as an act of submission:
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Only they believe in Our communications who, when they are reminded of them, fall
down in prostration and celebrate the praise of their Lord, and they are not proud.

These are the true believers, who get up to pray when the rest of the world
is asleep. They call upon their lord with hope and fear; the perfect balance
of faith; where their hope doesn't cause them to be fearless and their fear
doesn't make them hopeless with themselves:
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Their sides draw away from (their) beds, they call upon their Lord in fear and in hope,
and they spend (benevolently) out of what We have given them.

Allah has promised great rewards for these people and it is going to be so
magnificent that we can't even imagine:
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So no soul knows what is hidden for them of that which will refresh the eyes; a reward
for what they did.

And of course this special surprise gift is not for everyone but only for
those who do good deeds with sincerity and consistency, keeping in mind the
teachings of the Prophet (s.a.w)

Now we find that in today's world acting on Islam is not an easy task. You
need to revise your lifestyle and you might be afraid of being a misfit. So
Allah has given us a very good advice here to think rationally and not expect
that you can act like everybody else and still be a Momin (true believer). How
logical and heartwarming are these words:
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Is he then who is a believer like him who is a transgressor‘? They are not equal

If they act differently then of course it is logical to expect that they will
be treated differently in the hereafter. Just look at the stark contrast of
the consequence of their actions:
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As for those who believe and do good, the gardens are their abiding-place; an
entertainment for what they did.
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And as for those who transgress, their abode is the fire; whenever they desire to go

forth from it they shall be brought back into it, and it will be said to them: Taste the
chastisement of the fire which you called a lie.

How extremely terrible is the fate of the transgressors; we should all ask
Allah's forgiveness and protection from such a fate. The question arises that
why did these people continue to disobey Allah when they knew that one day
they will be accountable for their deeds. The fact is that it there is a
difference between knowing some thing and being convinced of it. When we
listen o warnings but our hearts turn away from the ftruth then we can't
protect ourselves from destruction. That is why Allah calls it the biggest
injustice to one's own self.........to ignore the teachings of Allah:
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And who is more unjust than he who is reminded of the communications of his Lord, then
he turns away from them? Surely We will give punishment to the guilty.

The illusion of this world has deceived the people into thinking that they can
live in whatever way they want, just because Allah's punishment doesn't
overtake them while they continue to disobey Allah. But haven't they ever
thought about the people who were destroyed before them? Surely there
are signs.........
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Does it not point out to them the right way, how many of the generations, in whose
abodes they go about, did We destroy before them? Most surely there are signs in this;
will they not then hear?

Still they doubt the truth and ask: "when will this judgement take place?”
Allah says that when they see the reality on that day, they will believe but it
will be too late:
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Tell them: On the day of judgment the faith of those who (now) disbelieve W|II not profit
them, nor will they be granted a respite.

So what are we all waiting for? Another day; another night?
Wake up when there is still fime and turn to Allah.
As for those who refuse to listen to these clear warnings, Allah says:
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Therefore turn away from them and wait, surely they too are waiting
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