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Surah An-Nisa

although there is no surah in the Quran titled *men”, the women have been
honoured with this Surah which means “the women”. The women have been
given the best status in Islam and men have been appointed to care for them
and to provide for all their needs. The first order for a man when he marries
a woman is to give her some gift:
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At the time of marriage, give the women their dowries willingly as an obligation

Before Islam women were treated like animals and had nho rights at all. But
Islam honoured them by giving them their due share in the inheritance:
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Men will have a share in what their parents and their near relatives leave; and women will
have a share in what their parents and their near relatives leave: whether it be a little or

much, they shall be legally entitled to their shares

And then there is the following ayat in which Allah is reminding men of their
duty to take care of their wives even if they don't like them. In it there is a
great lesson that often we dislike things but Aliah puts unbelievable benefit

in them if we do sabar for His sake:
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Treat them with kindness even if you dislike them; it is quite possible that you dislike
something in which Allah has placed much good.

One ayat that follows shortly after this topic is the one that fouches the
innermost problem of a majority of people..envying others of whatever they

possess.......
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Do not envy that Allah has given some of you more than the others. Men will be rewarded

according to their deeds and women will be rewarded according to theirs. Ask Allah for
His grace. Surely Allah has perfect knowledge of everything.

So this is the secret of happiness and peace of mind......Don't wish for what
others have but ask Allah of His bounties..He might have an even better
thing for you.....trust Allah and don't get carried away by your desires!

And next what an eye-opener for all those who think they are perfect and
free of all evil, especially who adorn a superficial cloak of piety
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Have you not seen those who speak very highly of their own purity? In fact, Allah purifies

whom He wishes., And no injustice - even eqgual to the thread of a date-stone - is being
done to them.

Earlier in surah Fatihah, we asked Allah to guide us to the path of those with
whom Allah was pleased. The following ayat made me so happy that if we obey

Allah and His Prophet (s.aw) then Allah will give us the company of these
blessed people:
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Whosoever obeys Allah and the Rasool will be in the company of those whom Allah has

blessed - the Prophets, the truthful, the martyrs, and the righteous: What excellent
companions they will be

Today as more and more people are falling in love with their self created
worlds of luxuries, the fear of death has increased. How clearly the Quran

makes us see the absurdity of our over-protective measures
A
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As for death, no matter where you may be, death is going to reach you even if you are in
fortified towers.

It is mostly this fear, of loss of wealth and loss of life, which prevents people
from having the courage to do Jihad for Allah's sake. In the following Ayat
Allah promises great rewards for all who strive for His sake even if they
failed to reach their objectives and met death before they reached their
destination.
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He who emigrates in the path of Allah shall find numerous places of refuge in the Earth

and abundant resources. He who leaves his home to migrate for Allah and His Rasool and
dies on the way, his reward becomes due and sure with Allah. Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.

The concept that all evil thought is from shaitan is something that was totally
new for me and I wonder how we spend our lives without knowing this basic
fact. We keep on moving away from Allah’s religion and we think "it is my
interpretation of life” or “this is what I believe” never giving it any doubt



because the more we are ignorant about Allah and Prophet and Quran the
more ignorant we are about the shaitan.
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Shaitan makes promises to stir up in them false desires; but Shaitan malkes them
promises only to deceive them.

What a blessing it is To trust Allah who knows it all and then tfells you who is
your enemy and how he works against you and how to prevent it. How
beautiful is the concept of surrenderl! So easy for some and so unthinkable
for the unfortunate ones:
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Who has a better Deen (way of life or religion} than the one who is a Muslim (submits
himself entirely) to Allah, does good to others and follows the faith of Ibrahim (Abraham)
the upright one, whom Allah chose to be His friend?

This is what we should all desire...the friendship and love of Allah. Can
anything be more desirable than this honour? We remember Ibrahim (a.s) as
the friend of Allah but how many times did we try to follow his example in our
own life? We have lost sight of these real ideals and have replaced them with
other role models. Thus there is a constant frustration and anxiety.

The following ayat highlights the misery of our fimes.......complaints,
complaints, complaints. Having all the facilities, sitting in air-conditioned cars,
wearing the most expensive clothes, eating luxurious food in grand dining halls
of our royal houses, what do our conversations revolve around ?
COMPLAINTS - complaints against people, against the weather, against
inflation, against schools, jobs, traffic ... everything. And we don't even
feel ashamed of gheebat or backbiting. It's a standard way of talking -
stripping people of their reputation and their dignity by voicing all the
grudges that we have in our hearts.



Allah says except for one who has been wronged it is simply not acceptable to
give voice to such things:
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Allah does not like evil words to be uttered except by someone who is truly wronged.
Allah hears all and knows all

Instead we should think about doing good to erase the bad and learn to
forgive. After all, this is what we would like for ourselves. As a saying goes
"don't find fault, find a remedy”.

Allah says:
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If you do good deeds openly or in private or forgive an evil, then surely Allah is
Pardoning, Powerful.

Next we move on to a most important part of our faith, which is the belief in
the Prophets. Because you will hear most so called educated peopie saying
that only to believe in Allah is enough. But the Quran puts a stop to all these
controversies by stating in the most powerful tone:
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Those who deny Allah and his Rasool and those who intend to draw a line between Allah
and His Rasools saying: “We believe in some, and reject the rest” - desiring to take a

e
L



middie way between belief and unbelief - these are the real unbelievers and We have
prepared for such unbelievers a humiliating punishment.

The Quran often addresses the whole mankind and shows Aliah's love and
mercy for all. When non-muslims read these words "O people” or "O mankind"
it makes them feel that Allah's book is for them too and not just for born
muslims. In the following ayat Allah is telling the people of the world that
Just as the Quran has been revealed for all, similarly the Prophet (s.a.w.} was
also sent for the entire mankind and thus they should all believe in him. And
this belief will only be for their own good. It doesn't alter Aliah's Supremacy
at all because we all belong to him anyway just as the whole universe belongs

to Allah.
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O mankind! The Rasool has brought you the Truth from your Rabb, so believe in it, it is for
your own benefit. If you disbelieve, then you should know that to Allah belongs all that is
in the heavens and in the earth. Allah is the Knowledgeable, Wise

Disbelief in Allah is like a disease which eats away at the soul of a person
because you are depriving yourself from your most important need. Without
the deep bond of trust and obedience to Allah, you will always be in a state of
anxiety. In this world people might build up a lot of material success to hide
themselves from the truth but Allah's mercy and blessings will only be for the
believers:
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Now those who believe in Allah and hold fast to Him, Alfah will scon cover them with His
mercy and grace and will show them the Right Way to Himself.
May Allah make us one of those fortunate people who are blessed by Allah
and are guided to the straight path which leads to the ultimate and complete
success of both worids. Ameen.



Surah Al-Furgan

Surah begins with an absolutely gorgecus Ayat, in which Allah has
used just a few words, fo tell us about Himself, as well as His Prophet (s.a.w)
His Book, and the purpose of this message. Allah reminds us that the actual
purpose of the Quran is to teach us to distinguish between the good and the
bad, between truth and falsehood, between light and darkness, between
success and failure.
This is why Aliah has called it, Al-Furqan : The criterion.
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Blessed is He Who sent down the Furqan upon His servant that he may be a Warner to
the nations;

Allah says that He revealed this magnificent Quran on His slave, Prophet
Muhammad (s.a.w) so that he might be a "Warner" for the whole world. Tt
means that the study of Quran is incomplete without the Sunnah of the
Prophet. His whole life was a live interpretation of the Quran. Therefore,
Allah has reminded us of the importance of following the footsteps of our
Prophet (s.a.w), in numerous verses throughout the Quran.



But to face the reality, is not a comfortable experience, and so most people
prefer to stay in the semi darkness of their self-created standards of
success instead of admitting the fact that there is something far more
superior than their own principles of life and that is the Quran, the Al-
Furgan sent by Allah himself, who is the OWNER of the skies and the earth,
Is there anyone equal to Him?
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He, Whose is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth, and Who did not take to Himself

a son, and Who has no associate in the kingdom, and Who created everything, then
ordained for it a measure.

When the people of Makkah could not find fault with the glorious Quran,
they resorted to a campaign of negative propaganda against the
Prophet(s.a.w)
w7y ] # g’of Lt o”z/m ,;2/ A e - ":/
e,uM;\ UG BV @W”w\ygd},@\mdu\jju)

2, -

.7 2w ’.
{7} (s &
And they say: What is the matter with this Messenger that he eats food and goes about

in the markets; why has not an angel been sent down to him, so that he should have
been a Warner with him?

Allah says that it is not something extraordinary. All the other messengers
were also Human beings. If Allah had sent an angel then how could we have
taken him as a role model? Then these people would have said that how could
they follow an angel when he doesn't have the same needs or problems like us
human beings.

Allah says that those who deny the truth are actually the ones who are
arrogant and that is why they come up with outrageous arguments like this:
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And those who do not hope for Our meeting, say: Why have not angels been sent down

upon us, or (why) do we not see our Lord? Now certainly they are too proud of
themselves and have revolted in great revolt.
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They don't realize that when the Angels will appear, it will be the hour of
judgment:
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On the day when they shall see the angels, there shall be no joy on that day for the
guilty, and they shall say: It is a forbidden thing totally prohibited.

And the following Ayat shows the pathetic helplessness that will be faced by
all those who did no preparation for that day:
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And We will proceed to what they have done of deeds, so We shall render them as
scattered floating dust.

Allah says, that will be the Day of Regrets when people will be so devastated
to realize that they had wasted their lives away in useless pursuits, when
they should have gone along Allah's Messenger (s.a.w) Look at how Aliah has
portrayed their anger at themselves:
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And the day when the unjust one shall bite his hands saylng 0! would that I had taken a
way with the Messenger

And on that day when all the veils of illusions will be removed from their
eyes, they will have another great regret:
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0 woe is me! would that I had not taken such a one for a friend !

Why? What did the friend do? What is so fragic in having a certain friend?
The next Ayat reveals it to us:
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Certainly he led me astray from the reminder after it had come to me; and the Shaitan
fails to aid man.



Now we need to think upon this, It is not something as trivial as we have
taken it to be. Friends have the most profound effect on our thoughts and
ideas about life. Unknowingly and unconsciously, a person follows the religion
of his friend. So if you want to judge the level of your faith , take a good
look at your friends. Whom do you like to spend your time with? Who makes
you feel good? Because eventually your friends are your destiny........

The next Ayat is one that really fouches my heart and fills me with a deep
sorrow. Just read it and feel the truth of its words:
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And the Messenger cried out: O my Lord! surely my peopl:a have ’treated this Quran as a
forsaken thing.

We Muslims take the concept of infercession very lightly and think that we
can live the way we want to and then of course on the Day of Judgment our
Prophet will intercede for us. See what Allah is telling us here. There is such
sadness in the words of the Prophet, "O my Lord, my people had forsaken
the Quran” We need to look at ourselves carefully. Is he talking about us?
Look at how the Quran is being treated; as a book of magic. We read it when
someone is sick, we read it if we want something done, or when someone
dies.....end of story. And then we say we are Muslims?!l We can get away
with this attitude in this world but just Think what justification will we have
on that day of recompense? What a self deprived nation we are that we have
such a wonderful treasure of knowledge and guidance in the form of Quran,
that can make us into the most advanced people of the world, only if would
learn it and establish it into our life structure, but we have squandered it
away and now, we have become the most despised nation.

But after all what is it that has so blinded us that we cannot see the truth?
Admit it or not, it is our desires......... And the following Ayat proves it:
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Have you seen him who takes his low desires for his god? Will you then be a protector
over him?

Notice the contempt in Allah's words.......... Look at These fools they are

worshipping their desires and they think they are following their ideologies?
Giving fancy names doesn't change the reality of things but they go on

/O



deluding themselves.......... who are they fooling anyway?? On surface these
people look very distinguished and sophisticated so that ordinary people are
so impressed by their grand styles. Allah says, "Are you taken in by their
appearances?” Do you think they listen or that they understand? In Allah's
eyes they are worse than cattle !
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Or do you think that most of them do hear or understand? They are nothing but as cattle;
nay, they are straying farther off from the path.

Allah is teaching us here to open our eyes and "see” the endless signs of
Allah’'s complete control over all things. Have you noticed the shadows?

How they move about? Come out of your air-conditioned houses and see
something real for a change !
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Have you not considered (the work of) your Lord, how He extends the shade? And if He
had pleased He would certainly have made it stationary; then We have made the sun an
indication of it

Have you pondered over the endless cycle of day and night? Doesn't it
remind you of death and being born again?
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And He it is Who made the night a covering for you, and the sleep a rest, and He made
the day to rise up again.

The question arises here, how to join people with Allah? How To make them
understand the purpose of their life? There is so much negative going on in
the world. What can we do? Allah gives the answer in this powerful Ayat:
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So do not follow the unbelievers, and strive against them a mighty striving with it.



Do Jihad with the Quran , which is a great Jihad. Why? Because to make the
society pure from all evil and chaos is a huge task and it can only be possible
by spreading the awareness of Quran. When people will recognize who their
Lord is, and they will start obeying Him in all matters, only then will they
learn to live peacefully and with dignity and self respect. But when you start
out with this intention of spreading the Quran , there are bound to be
several obstacies in the way. One of them is the opposition from people
because they feel their interests are being threatened. They are rightly
afraid that when people will only bow down in front of one Allah only, then
who is going to tolerate exploitation of any kind? What will become of their
superiority? So on one hand there is this huge task of making widespread
programs of Quranic education and on the other hand the various opposing
factors have to be borne with patience and perseverance. Thus Allah has so
rightly named it "Jihadan Kabira": the great Jihad.

You might wonder, who is going to do it and how is it possible? Allah has the
answer right here |
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And rely on the Ever-living Who dies not, and celebrate His praise; and Sufficient is He as
being aware of the fauits of His servants,

This is a great book. What an honor for an ordinary human being that Allah
might chose him for serving the Quran. But surely there must be something
that makes one worthy of such honors..........what are those qualities that we
can acquire to become those favorites of Allah Almighty, whom he calls
"Ibaad-ur-Rahman": staves of the most beneficent(Allah)

|6 O ghatedt 4l 130y Usp oyt B O g3 Ll a1 36s)
{63} v

And the servants of the Beneficent Allah are they who walk on the earth in humbleness,
and when the ignorant address them, they say: Peace.
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I am filled with wonder how Allah has not mentioned any “religious” ritual
and straightaway goes on to correct our carriage and speech !l And have you
hoticed that when we are talking to learned people, almost everyone tries to
talk in a soft and pleasant tone; but when we talk To ordinary, "common”
people then our style is fotally different. That is where our “real” self comes
out. But Allah's favorites are not double faced. They walk with dignity and
humility, reflecting an inner consciousness of Allah, and the same is
reflected in the way they talk.

But this is not all. They not only establish the obligatory prayers, but for
them praying in the night is a form of a special contact with their Lord:
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And they who pass the night prostrating themselves before their Lord and standing.

What do they pray for? That they might be saved from the forment of the
fire............It shows that they are not assuming Paradise to be their
birthright.
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And they who say: O our Lord! turn away from us the punlshment of hell, surely the
punishment thereof is a lasting
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Surely it is an evil abode and (evil) place to stay.

And does this mean they are ignorant in their worldly affairs? No they are
wise people and spend their resources with care. No stinginess and no
extravagance. Moderation is the key word here !
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And they who when they spend are neither extravagant nor parsimonious, and (keep)
between these the just mean.

And the most impartant thing is that doing all of this , they stay frue Yo the
worship of only one Allah, They have not associated any partners with Him,
whatsoever, Neither peopie, nor desires, nor any "peer” or saint.
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And they who do not call upon another god with Allah and do not slay the soul, which

Allah has forbidden except in the requirements of justice, and (who) do not commit
fornication and he who does this shall find a requital of sin;

It is important to remember that good deeds alone cannot gain us any
benefit, if we don't stay away from evil. But Allah is very kind, so if we
commit any mistake then we should make sincere repentance, and Allah will
forgive us:
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And whoever repents and does good, he surely turns to Allah a (goodly) turning

Another quality of these favorites of Allah is that they stay away from
falsehood, whether it's in speech or actions:
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And they who do not bear wntness to what is false, and when they pass by what is vain,
they pass by nobly.

Notice the other thing mentioned here that when they happen to see
someone involved in foolish or useless activity, they are neither atiracted
nor are they aggressive, but pass by gracefully.

And what a beautiful quality that when they hear the words of their Lord
they don't sit there like deaf or blind.
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And they who, when reminded of the communications of their Lord, do not fall down
thereat deaf and blind.

It means that the magic of the Quran moves them from inside. It
penetrates their soul and they change their lives accordingly. But they know

that their individual effort cannot take them far so they call out to their
Lord:
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And they who say: O our Lord! grant us in our wives and our offspring the joy of our
eyes, and make us guides to those who guard (against evil).

Such are the people whom we call “lucky”. And so Allah will reward them with
a splendid reward, because they were patient, because they persevered,
because they constantly stayed away from evil and because they were
constant in their good deeds.
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These shall be rewarded with high places because they were patient, and shall be met
therein with greetings and salutations.

And this is the part which T love the most............. they will live there for
ever and ever............... They strived hard in Allah's way without any deviation
and their reward is also never ending !!

{76} vy 1has Lils > (gb

Abiding therein forever; beautiful the abode and the resting-place.
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Surah Al-Kahf

So let's get ourselves acquainted with this beautiful Surah about which
our beloved Prophet (s.a.w) once said :
"Whoever recites Surah Al-Kahf on Friday, it will be a means of light
for him till the next Friday."”

This Surah unveils the frue reality of our world in which Allah has sent us
for a limited time and sent us the Quran so that we might stay in the right
perspective about everything.

The first Ayat is full of gratitude of a believer when he realizes what a
blessing Allah has sent down to him: The miraculous revelation of Allah's
words on the heart of His Prophet,
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(All) praise is’due to Allah, Who revefaled’tae Book to His serv;nt a’nd’ did not make in it

any crookedness.

Next Allah tells us the purpose behind the creation of earth in the following
ayaat:
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Surely We have made whatever is on the earth an adornment for it, so that We may try
them (as to) which of them is best in works.

Take a good look around yourself...........what do you see? What are we
immersed in, nowadays? "ZEENAT" : Adornment. The latest clothes, the
latest shoes, the latest movies, the latest fashion.. .. the list goes on and
on and on. And we have no time for Allah, no time for Prayer, no time for
Quran. Allah is telling us that this beauty is so temporary, it's just a test to
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see which of you is best in deeds. We are not even worried about attaining
the minimum passing marks and Allah is talking about "ahsan” which means
the best in every action and every thought, perfect in fulfilling the rights of
Allah and of people.

It is important To understand here that the comforts of this world are not
condemned in Isiam but Allah is warning us that don't get so involved in this
mad race for material progress, that you forget the hereafter. Remember
all this is going to turn into dry earth:
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And most surely We will make what is on it (earth) a bare ground without herbage.

Everything will be finished. These houses that we worship, this jewellery
that we adore, everything will perish.

After this Allah relates to us the story of a few young men who renounced
materialism, gave up everything and took refuge in a cave to save their Faith,
when they were threatened with death from the ruler of the land, who
wanted them fo revert to "shirk”( polytheism). Look at their trust in Allah
which is expressed in their prayer:
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When the youths sought refuge in the cave, they said: Our Lord! grant us mercy from
Thee, and provide for us a right course in our affair.

Now there is a very important point to ponder in the following two verses:
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We relate to you their story with the truth; surely they were youths who believed in their
Lord and We increased them in guidance.
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And We strengthened their hearts with patience, when they stood up and said: Qur Lord
is the Lord of the heavens and the earth; we will by no means call upon any god besides
Him, for then indeed we should have said an extravagant thing.
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We see here that they had such a strong faith, that Allah increased them in
their Guidance and made their hearts strong enough to take a stand against
“shirk” (polytheism). We also claim to have imaan but why are we constantly
in doubts? Why doesn't our faith make our hearts strong? Why can't we
come out of our fears? The problem is that we don't act upon our faith and
that is why our level of Hidayat (enlightenment) is on the decline instead of
being increased. Also we need fo have courage for that first step.......... for
the first stand we fake for Allah's sake and then Allah will make our hearts
strong.

Allah made these young men sleep in the cave, for a number of years and
then raised Them again as a sign for the people of that generation:
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And thus did We make (men) to get knowledge of them that they might know that
Allah's promise is true and that as for the hour there is no doubt about it.

Often in our lives Allah shows us signs of reality but we don't usually focus
on the real issue and get distracted by useless details and thus we remain
untouched and unmoved.

Our focus should be on Allah, but how do we do that? Allah tells us in this
Ayat that it can be achieved through reading the Book of Allah:
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And recite what has been revealed to you of the Book of your Lord, there is none who
can alter His words; and you shall not find any refuge besides Him.

Also be wise in the choice of your friends.The Prophet (s.a.w) said:

"A man is on the religion of his friend.”

Don't be dazzled by superficial sophistication, go for imaan , that should be
our criterion in seeking a friend:
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And withhold yourself with those who call on their Lord morning and evening desiring
His goodwill, and let not your eyes pass from them, desiring the beauties of this world's
life; and do not follow him whose heart We have made unmindful to Our remembrance,
and he follows his low desires and his case is one in which due bounds are exceeded.

There are various distractions in this world which cause a person to be
forgetful of his Lord but none so much as the trial of wealth and prosperity.
Very few can remain humble and grateful fowards Allah after they have
been given worldly success. As is shown in the following parable in which a
man was blessed with two beautiful gardens:
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And set forth to them a parable of two men; for one of thern We made two gardens of
grape vines, and We surrounded them both with palms, and in the midst of them We
made cornfields.
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Both these gardens yielded thelr fruits, and falled not aught thereof, and We caused a
river to gush forth in their midst,

Instead of showing gratitude to Allah, this man becomes arrogant and denies
the truth of the Day of Judgment:
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And he entered his garden whlle he was unjust to hlmself. He said: I do not think that
this will ever perish
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And I do not think the hour will come, and even if I am returned to rny Lord I will most
certainly find a returning place better than this.

"

He is advised by his companion to remember Allah's greatness in giving him
all that he had:
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And wherefore did you not say when you entered your garden: It is as Allah has pleased,
there is no power save in Allah?

And then Allah punished him for his arrogance and he is full of regrets but it
was too late then:
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And his wealth was destroyed; so he began to wring his han;is ft;r what he Lad spent on

it, while it lay, having fallen down upon its roofs, and he said: Ah me! would that I had
not associated anyone with my Lord.

And so we learn this very important lesson that worldly success is just a test
and by no means does it mean that it is our own big achievement. Rather we
should be grateful for whatever Allah has blessed us with, and try our
utmost to spend it for the reward of the akhirah. As Allah says in the
following Ayat:
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Wealth and children are an adornment of the life of this world; and the ever-abiding, the
good works, are better with your Lord in reward and better in expectation.

Why is all of this so important? Because each of our actions is being
recorded and look at what will happen on the day of judgment:
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And the Book shall be placed, then you will see the guilty fearing from what is in it, and
they will say: Ah! woe to us! what a book is this! it does not omit a small one nor a great

one, but numbers them (all); and what they had done they shall find present (there);
and your Lord does not deal unjustly with anyone.

Uy Vol | gk G 1 g2y bl

l

A0



Allah has made everything so clear for us and yet we keep on denying the
reality:
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And certainly We have explained in this Quran every kind of example, and man is most
of all given to contention.

Next we find the most interesting story of Musa (a.s) who goes in search of
his teacher, Khizar (a.s) And then they travel together for a time, in which,
through various incidents, Allah teaches us a very important lesson that if
we cannot understand the wisdom behind anything that happens in our life
then its is not due to any deficiency in Allah's laws. Rather the deficiency is
in our own understanding. We need to believe that whatever happens is for
our own benefit. We should not be deceived by the outward appearance of
things.

Then there is the story of Zulgarnain which bears a great relevance for us in
this day. He was a great ruler, who had been given marvelous resources and a
mighty power,

{84} i s b JS oo 48Ty 230 S G

Surely We established him in the land and granted him means of access to every thing.

But see how he harnessed that power, with humility to Allah. That is the
meaning of Tauheed that even if we have been given power, we should not let
that power blind us. When Zulgarnain came upon a people who wanted him to
help them against their enemies by building a wall for their protection, they
offered to pay him tax for it:
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They said: O Zulgarnain! surely Gog and Magog make mischief in the land. Shall we then

pay you a tribute on condition that you should raise a barrier between us and them

Look at his reply:
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He said: That in which my Lord has established me is better, therefore you only help me
with workers, I will make a fortified barrier between you and them;

He doesn’t exploit them. Can we imagine any superpower giving free aid to
any country that needed their help ? Look at the technology that he's
harnessed:
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Bring me blocks of iron; until when he had filled up the space between the two mountain

sides, he said: Blow, until when he had made it (as) fire, he said: Bring me molten brass
which I may pour over it.
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So they were not able to scale it nor could they make a hole in it.

And look at his magnificent statement:
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He said: This is a mercy from my Lord, but when the promise of my Lord comes to pass
He will make it level with the ground, and the promise of my Lord is ever true.

Look at how he gives all the credit to Allah and remembers the day of
Qiyamah even at the peak of his worldly success. This should be the attitude
of a true believer. And now compare it with our own attitude how dazzled we
are at the tall sky scrapers and we think that these people have really made
it and nothing can beat them. Allah is teaching us here that Islam doesn’t
mean that all of us should go and sleep in a cave. Rather we face various
situations in life and Allah gives different tests to different people. Some
are tested with poverty and some are tested with power and status. Some
are tested with loneliness and fear and others might be tested through
interaction with crowds of people. Our success lies in our total submission to
Allah’s will in whatever circumstances we come up with. Likewise Allah has
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bestowed each one of us with unique powers of personality. But we should
not let this power make us arrogant or forgetful of Allah. Rather we should
think of it as a gift from Allah and use it for His pleasure.

The ultimate success or failure is not in this world but the Hereafter. Allah
says "should I tell you, who are the losers? .............. "
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Say: Shall We mform you of the greatest losers in {their) deeds7
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(These are) they whose labor is lost in this world's life and they think that they are well
versed in skill of the work of hands
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These are they who disbelieve in the communications of their Lord and His meetmg, so
their deeds become null, and therefore We will not set up a balance for them on the day
of resurrection,

Their tragedy is that they were doing something but their motive was wrong,
their priorities were wrong. What a waste of energies that they were
serving the Humanity and not the creator of this humanity.............they were
just building grand monuments to be remembered by people. All their
efforts were for the pieasure of this world, a better job, a better house, a
better car, and that's all it's about. And Allah will not give any weightage to
these accomplishments.

The key point is the last Ayat in which Allah reminds us that our God is one
God :
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Say: I am only a mortal like you; it :s revealed to me that your god is one Allah..........
We need to be careful lest we are enslaved to people, to our spouses, to our
children , our friends............. because anyone for whose sake we are disobeying
Allah, we are his slave........let there be no doubt about that. Whether it's
some person or material possessions or benefits.
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But how can we change life long attitudes? By thinking about and planning for
the hereafter. That is the key point. We cannot do anything unless we
believe in meeting with our Lord. This concept is the real driving force we
need. So Allah says:
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........... therefore whoever hopes to meet his Lord, he shouid do good deeds, and not Jom

any one in the service of his Lord.
EEEE¥
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Surah Al-Qadr
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If we were to determine a single moment of time in the history of the world, which had the
greatest impact on the destiny of mankind... it would be none other than the night of power,
and the night of destiny in which the magnificent Quran was revealed to Prophet Muhammad
(s.a.w)...
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Surely We have revealed this (Qur'an) in the night of Qadr.

No place or time is special in ilsell but it is honoured because of the event thal lakes placein
it. Although we seek the blessings of this special night every year in Ramadan, yet most of
us remain involved with just the rituals and don't really understand the actlual value of this
night...
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And what wiil make you understand, what the night of Qadr is!

It wa a night in which the most perfect of guidance was revealed from Allah, which would not
only affect its direct recipients, rather it would change the destiny of people till the end of
time... but if we neglect this gift and don't realize its value then what can be our value as
individuals and as a nation?
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The night of Qadr is better than one thousand months.

Imagine the blessings of Allah on such a person who spends the night of power talking to
Afiah and asking his forgiveness and mercy. For such people the angels descend from the
heavens...
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The angels and the Spirit (Gabriel) come down with every decree, by the leave of their Rabb



| think that more than anything else, this night is a great gift irom Allah which he sends 1o us
every year, to attain unimaginable rewards of worship and also more importantly it is a yearly
reminder for us to contemplate and ponder on our position on earth...

We should ask ourselves why were we given this great gift of Quran? Why did Allah select
us to be its inheritors? What is our responsibility towards it? Is the title of “the best nation”
just to feel honoured and self satisfied?

So this Ramadan, we should make it our goal that as we stand before Allah in prayers,
seeking this blessed night, we should focus on our responsibilities and ask Allah to help us
in fulfilling our role on this earth... and the first and foremost responsibility that we have today
is to open the gift which Allah preserved for us for all these centuries so that it has reached
our hands in exactly the same condition in which it was received by our Beloved Prophet
Muhammad (may peace and blessings of Allah be upon Him)

The great Quran is here to change our destiny but we have to understand it and act uponit...
and spread its message to the whole world. This is the only way to peace and success...

-
-
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That night is the night of Peace, till the break of dawn.

Allah wants peace for us not just for this life but forever and ever... but he has given us a
choice to test us who really, reatly wants it and works to achieve it,



Surah Al-A’la

2 A oy

Its first dose is 1o glorify
Allah with His beautiful names:
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Glorify the name of your Rabb, the Most High

The first step towards healing is peace and so we should bring peace into our hearts with
Allah’s remembrance. Secondly we should take out some time from our busy schedules in
which to contemplate on His creation because it increases our love for the Creator who not
only made everything in perfect balance but also guided it:
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Who has created all things and perfected them. Who has set their destinies and guided them

These words remind us of a very imporiant fact that just as Allah guided my eyes to see, my
ears to hear... similarly He will guide my heart to follow the complete truth... But he gives this
guidance to those who ask for it, who really and truly yearn for it and prove their desire by
their acts of rightecusness. There is so much in this world to see and use but none of these
things is permanent.., every climax has an anti-climax; as is evident in the next ayahs:
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Who brings forth green pasture, then reduces it to black rubbish.
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Only one thing is permanent and that is the word of Allah. This is never going fo change in
any way al all. Allah has promised to preserve the Quran in its original form forever and
ever. The first proof of this preservation was that our Prophet (s.a.w) used to retain each and
every word as it was revealed to Him; and afterwards when He used to recite it to His
companions, they also memorised it word to word:
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Soon We shall make you recite Our revefations so you shall forget none of them.

This was Allah's promise to His Messenger (s.a.w} that even though the path of
righteousness is full of thorns, yet Allah will make it easy for Him:

{8} sl 325
We shall make it easy for you to follow the easy way.

Although these assurances were being directed to the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w} yet the
Quran is for all mankind... so we should also have this firm hope in our hearts that it we stay
committed to the true way of life then Allah will make it easy for us. There are two ways to
achieve this ease... one is to do something consistently and sincerely. The more you tread
on a path, the less difficult it seems... practise makes perfect!! Secondly you should share
your ideas wilth others... Help others to make the right choices in their lives:
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Therefore remind {others), surely reminder does benefit.

Sometimes it happens that your advice is very good and sincere but your way of conveying it
is not effective. Most people then blame others and feel frustrated. Finally they give up
saying “what is the use of telling others when they don’t even listen to me”. Here Allah is
assuring us that giving good advice to others is alwaysbeneficial... even if others don't listen
to you, remember that the most attentive listener is your own heart and it will surely benefit
from the good words... But the basic ingredient which makes our deeds effective is fear of
Allah, fear of consequences...
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He who fears Aflah will heed the reminder.

No matter how beneficial something might be, there will always be those who remain
deprived of it... simply because their hearts and minds have become blind to their own
destruction:
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And he who is unfortunate will avoid the reminder; the one who shall burn in the gigantic fire.

Imagine the fire of hell... it is sevenly times more severe than the fire which we see in this
world. Can we even bear to be close to it? So what will be the state of a person who will be
burning in that unimaginably hot furnace... even death will not come for his rescue:

Where he shall neither die nor live.

The only thing which can make us remove our bad habits and sins, is 1o think of ourselves in
this situation. Because if we think we are not likely 1o fall in this category then there can be
no hope for any seli analysis or self improvement... which are the keys of success:
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The one who will take admonition and purify himself shall be successful.
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Since there can be no Falah or success without Tazkiyah or self purification; we should
understand in clear lerms what il actually means. Basically it means that you analyze your
characlerislics and get rid of the bad habits and replace them with good ones. And then two
more ingredients:

Py
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Who remembers the name of his Rabb and prays.

Apparently it looks so "do-able” but then surely there must be some hidden problem due to
which so few people seem 1o come even close to this kind of piety... So what is stopping us
from self purification? 1s Allah’s remembrance really difficult? Can we not read our salah
regularly and on time? What is the hindrance?
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But O men! You prefer the life of this world.

This is the reason behind every evil... the root cause of all our diseases of hearts... the love
for instant benefits is so great that it covers the intellect and so we forget that our real beneit
will be in the real life.... which will be so much better and everlasting...
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While the Hereafter is better and everlasting.

The concept of the hereafter is present in all religions because all the teachings were
basically from Allah even though later on people distorted these facts by adding their own
philosophies in it... but these teachings are present in all books:
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Surely the same was said in the earlier scriptures; the scriptures of lbrahim (Abraham) and
Musa (Moses).

So basically this surah triggers our hearts towards the greater success of the hereafter and it
is s0 obvious that if you plan for a big success then the achievements of this world will also
come to you as an additional bonus from Allah... but if you trade your big investment for
small, petty gains of this worid then that is all you will gel... and nothing more. The choice is
ours and help is all from Allah... May He enable us 10 reap the maximum benefit from our
lives and save us from failure and destruction... ameen



Surah Al-Hadid
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We are so much
involved with the immediate pleasures of this worid that we have no thought or time
to do something for the Akhirah. How can we come out of this weakness? Is therg
any solution? Obviously what we need is a strong faith in Allah and Akhirah but the
question is how to develop this strength of faith? Today when | siudied Surah Al-
Hadid [ was so amazed io discover the answers to these questions that | feel like |
have been given a treasure which | must share with everyone!!

Mainly there are two points on which we have to focus...one is to contemplate in
Allah’s creation, power and attribules and secondly we need to connect deeply with
Allah through spending in His way whatever resources He has given us. It does
not only mean our wealth but also our time and energies, our talents and
capabilities and everything that we have. The more we spend for Allah the more we
will be connected to Him and thus we can experience the sweetness of faith which
is a delight known only to those who have sold their souls to Allah in exchange for
Paradise.

So first of all look al the earth and the sky and imagine all the stars and galaxies
and also the hidden treasures inside the earth and the oceans...Ali of this creation
is a sign of Allah’s greatness and perfection...
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All that is in the heavens and the earth glorifies Allah, and He is the All-Mighty, the
All-Wise
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How can we be impressed by anyone other than Allah when none is so awesome
like Him:
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To Him belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth; it is He Who gives life
and causes death; and He has power over all things.

And in the third verse we find the qualities of Allah which even our intellects cannot
grasp fully...the beginning and the end...encompassing all time...So visible in all
His creations and yet invisible..the one with absolute knowledge of each and
everything....is there anyone like Him?
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He is the First and the Last, the Evident and the Immanent, and He has the
knowledge of all things

The more we contemplate on the amazing powers of Allah the more will cur hearts
be tuned to Him and only then will we get the desire to seek His pleasure. This is
not an overnight process but gradually the idols of our hearts will be broken and
replaced with the love of this All-Mighty All-Powerful Allah who has not left us alone
in this big world but sent us His guidance, leading us out of darkness into the
brilliant light...
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He it is who sends clear revelations to His servant, so that he may lead you from
the depths of darkness into the light. Surely Allah is Most Kind and Most Merciful to
you.

Belief in Allah and desire to please Him are the greatest iorces on earth and they
are strengthened by contemplating on the guidance that He revealed to the
Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w) in the form of Quran and Sunnah. The more we read it
the more it will gpen our hearts and our eyes will begin to see the truth; and so the
iMusion of this world will be replaced by the desire to attain the highest levels of
Paradise.
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Faith is not a stagnant emction, rather it keeps moving between various levels.
Therefore we need to refresh it regularly by spending in the way of Allah. Spending
our wealth, our time, our energies and other resources for His sake, is a great way
to attain Allah's pleasure, and when Allah is pleased with us He blesses us with a
special kind of happiness and tranquillity which we cannot have with any other
thing of this world. The rewards are endless as Allah calls this a “loan” which he will
repay in both the worlds:
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Who is the one that will give to Allah a goodly loan, so that He may increase it
manifold to his credit and give him a liberal reward besides it?

We mostly think of the success and pleasure of this world only bul the next ayat is
so beautiful and so vivid that it almost takes us into thal other world when we will all
be crossing over the bridge over hell fire. It will be in pitch black darkness except
for the light of our deeds. The more we spread goodness in this world, the more will
be that light. Just feel the amazing power of Allah’s words:
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On the Day of Judgment you shall see the true believing men and the believing
women, with their light shining before them and on their right hands, and it will be
said to them: "Rejoice today, you shall enter the gardens beneath which rivers flow,
in which you shall live forever, and that is the highest achievement.”

Those who love Allah as their most perfect ideal and believe in His true Guidance
cannot live a carefree life. All the time they have this consciousness that this world
is filled with good and bad things and they have to exercise a lot of self control in
staying away from the things which might anger Allah, even though at the moment
they might seem to be very aftractive and full of fun and enjoyment. On top of it
there are the people who are indulging in all these pleasures hardly caring for Halal
or Haram. They call themselves believers but in their hearts is the disease of
Hypocrisy. They will not only do wrong things but will also criticize and make fun of
the believers. Apparently they seem to be having such a fine time but look at their
position on that day of truth; when they will be literally begging for some light:
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On that Day the hypocrite men and hypocrite women will say to the true believers:
“Wait for us, thal we may borrow some of your light." But they will be told: “Go
away! Seek your light elsewhere." So a wall with a gate shall be set up between
them. Inside there shall be mercy, and outside all along there shall be punishment
of hell.

They will not be able to understand how can this be happening t¢ them..so they
will make another appeal..'were we not with you..were we not Muslims? Living in
the same houses, working in the same places?” But reality will be put before them
which they will not be able to deny:
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They will call out to the believers, saying: "Were we not on your side?” "Yes,” they
will reply, “but you led yourselves into temptation, you wavered, you doubted, and
were deceived by your vain desires until Allah’'s command came, while the arch-
deceiver (shaitan) deceived you concerning Aliah till the last moment."

When | talk to people about having true belief and adhering to Allah’s laws, | often
get the standard response thal all people are good and it is their own opinion or
interpretation of truth according to which they are living...so we should not be
critical or judgmental. But | tell them that in the Quran Allah has himself described
different characters among people.... making it very clear who is acceptable to Him
and who is nol. This is not so thal we point out lowards people and declare them lo
be “bad” hut the purpose is to make us understand what kind of life we should be
living if we really wani to have a good end in the hereafter. Therefore when Allah is
pointing out the fatal errors of the hypocrites it is a warning to us that we should
avoid this attitude at all costs...Here is the list from the above Ayat and it is like a
mirror in which each one of us should find where he stands:

1- The hypocrites did not avoid situations where they were likely to disobey
Allah
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(Do | avoid such company and environment where | will be tempied to go beyond
the righteous limits?)

2- They were always waiting for everyone else to reform first
{(When | know about a command of Allah, do | start acting on it or keep waiting?)
3- They remained in doubt about Allah and His religion

(Do | take care to strengthen my faith by reading and contemplating on Quran and
Hadith? And also by spending in the way of Allah?)

4- They were deceived by their desires

(Do | follow my desires blindly? Or do | stop and evaluate whether it will earn me
Allah's pleasure or anger?)

5- They allowed themselves to be deceived by the shaitan

(Do | regularly seek Allah's protection against this enemy? Do | take steps of
protecting my heart from his whispers by constantly remembering Allah?)

Why is it so impeortant to straighlen up our lives? Because if remain carefree and
don’t turn to Allah then there will come a time when no amount of money can save
us from the prison of hell:
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They will be told, "Today no ransom shall be accepled from you, or from the
unbelievers, Your abode is the fire: which you have justly earmed, and it is an evil
refuge.”

Normally we hear such warnings and pass them by with hardly a thought. It Is
because when we start taking a blessing for granted then we lose the feeling of
fulfiiment or the sense of responsibilily attached with it. Allah gave us lhis glorious
Quran but we have nol recognized ils worth. That is whal Allah is warning us about
in the next ayal:

»
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Has not the time arrived for the believers to submit with fervent hearts to Allah's
warning and to the truth He has revealed, so that they may not become like those
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who were given the Book before this, even though their term was prolonged for
them but their hearts became bhardened? Today most among them are
ransgressors.

What if our hearts have already gone into a state of hardness? How to soften
them? Allah has the remedy to all problems:
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Surely the charitable men and the charitable women, and those who give a goodly
loan to Allah, shall be repaid manifold, and also be given a liberal reward besides it.

But again the grealest thing is faith and conviction!! Look at these beautiful words
of Allah which distinguish between belief and disbelief in such open words...
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Those who believe in Allah and His Basool, they are the truthful and the true
witnesses in the sight of their Rabb; they shall have their reward and their light. But
those who disbelieve and reject our revelations; they shall be the inmates of
hellfire.

li faith is such a beautiful and desirable thing then why don't we make it our ideal
and our goal in life? The fact is that Allah created this world in order to provide for
our various requirements but we went a step further and declared it lo be our
purpose and our goal. This is the deception which leads us away from our real
targets. Therefore Allah is making an announcement here which should move our
heatts....if only we could hear:
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You should know that the life of this world is only play and amusement, a show and
boasting among yourselves, a quest for greater riches and more children. Its
similitude is thal ol vegelation that flourishes after rain: the growth of which delights
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the tillers, then it withers and you see it turn yellow, soon it becomes dry and
crumbles away. In the hereaiter there will be either severe punishment or
forgiveness from Allah and His good pleasure. The life of this world is nothing but
an illusion

Sometimes you will hear people say that does Allah want us to leave the world and
live in jungles? Of course not! He made the world and gave us life so that we
should use its resources lo seek His pleasure and a way to Paradise which He has
prepared for those who have understood this life to be a test and they do their
utmost struggle to be the winners..so dont waste life in doubts and useless
debates but run for that great reward of paradise..

Ay a1, L Bl ol s e G i 15 2 A ) A

{21} b Jadih 43 200 o 5 i pad o453

Race towards forgiveness of your Rabb and for the paradise which is as vast as
the heaven and the earth, prepared for those who believe in Allah and His Rasools.
Such is the grace of Allah, which He bestows on whom He pleases, and Aliah is
the Owner of mighty grace.

Just see how Allah has provided us with so many resources both physical and
spiritual....the guidance which keeps us on the straight path and the powerful
glement...iron:
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Surely we sent Our Rasools with clear signs, and sent down with them the Book
and the Scales of Justice, so that men may conduct themselves with fairness. We
also sent down lron, with its mighty strength and diverse uses for mankind, so that
Allah may know those who will help Him, though unseen, and help His Rasools.
Surely Allah is All-Powerful, All-Mighty.
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And just as we need the power of iron in the physical aspect of our life, similarly we
cannot survive without the power of spiritual guidance which Allah revealed on His
messengers:
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We sent Nuh (Noah) and ibrahim (Abraham), and bestowed among their
descendants Prophethood and the Book. Some of them adopted the right
guidance, but most of them were transgressors.

Therefore the thing to do is to develop a bond with our Lord, a belief in His
presence, in His love, His Mercy, His anger, His rewards and His
punishment...because only if we live with this consciousness can we avoid to fall
into the traps of the devil and the illusion of our desires...
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O believers! Fear Allah and believe in His Rasool (Muhammad, peace be upon
him). He will grant you a double share of His mercy, provide for you a light 1o walk
with and forgive you your sins. Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful

Allah is calling us....
Will we not listen to Him?

Will we not obey?
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Surah Ad-Dahr
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-

Alhamduliliah today after studying it | feel like Allah has answered all my questions regarding
life and its mysteries. | understood that we feel lost because we keep locking for guidance
from people. And we don't realize that only Allah has the complete knowledge and only He
has the abilily to make us see things from the right perspective. To understand life we must
understand how and why it all began...
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Has there not passed over man a period of time when he was nothing- -not even
mentioned?

Try to imagine what the world would be like if there was not a single person in it... empty
houses, empty roads, no human voices, no traffic, nothing... How meaningless it would be
without human beings... therefore it is such a big truth that Allah created everything for us...
but what have we been created for? Allah answers in the next ayah:
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Indeed, We have created man from the sperm drop containing both sexes, so that We
may test him. Therefore, We gave him the faculties of hearing and sight,

So life is a test... we keep hearing this sentence but rarely does anyone ask... what is the
subject of this test? What is the syllabus? What type of questions will be asked?
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Then We guided him to the Way: Now, it is his choice either to be grateful or to be a

§

disbeliever.

The syllabus for our test has come straight from the heavens. Allah sent us the complete
guide in the form of Quran. He sent us the most perfect teacher, Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w)
who not only taught us the Quran but also taught us the wisdom to apply it in our lives. So
now il is up to us whether we are grateful or ungrateful. li we appreciate life, acknowledge
with our words and deeds that everything that we have has been given 1o us by Allah so it
should be used according to His will and Desire, then we have passed this test; otherwise
there is a terrible end...
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For the disbelievers, We have prepared chains, fetters and a blazing fire.

Somelimes paradise seems an impossible target but this Surah has given me such a hope
and encouragement that it is not so difficult to achieve... the only thing we need to get there
is to be graleful... Being grateful means that you have a positive attitude... you recognize that
Allah had given you so much that you cannot even count. So you will try to win His pleasure
with goodness and excellence in all that you do... such will be the fortunate people:
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The righteous shall be in paradise drinking from a cup of wine mixed with Kafoor
{camphor-water), from a gushing spring at which the servants of Allah will refresh
themselves, and shall be able to take out its channels from place to place at their will.

The most prized quality of grateful people is that they fulfil their commitments and tear the
day of Judgement:
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They are those who keep their vows and dread the Day of widespread terror

The Arabic word for a vow is "Nazr". This means that a person makes some commitment
with Allah to do some extra deeds. Nazr is defined as making something obligatory on
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oneself which is not otherwise an obligation. There reason to do so is to gain pleasure and
nearness of Allah; because being humans we tend to make a lot of mistakes and the only
way we can hope to wash away the effects of these mistakes is to do replace them with lots
of extra good deeds. But just making intention is not enough because after the initial burst of
motivation our efiorts tend to fade ofi. So we should make commitments with Allah, not only
for extra salah or fasting but also of other deeds of goodness... some for our personal
development like education of Quran and Hadith and other targets of helping people:
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And they feed the poor, the orphan and the captive for the love of Allah

But all along this road to success we need to keep looking at our compass, the tool which
tells us where we are going. In the journey of life, our compass is the intention of our
hearls... the motivating factor. It is human weakness thal we want instant recognition and
appreciation from people but we can correct this habil by reminding ourselves that our goal
is to attain Allah's approval:
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(They say): "We feed you for the sake of Allah Alone; we seek from you neither reward
nor thanks

Awareness of the reality is such a great blessing of Allah and we should all pray and work
hard to attain it through humbleness and acquiring knowledge. It is this awareness which
molivates a person to do countless acts of generosity yet instead of becoming pleased with
himself he keeps fearing His Lord...
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Indeed we dread our Rabb's torment of a very distressful Day.

And this balance of gratitude and Allah’s fear leads a person to ultimate success:

(113 6525 b7 348 1 s o 4 3

So Allah will deliver them from the evil of that Day, and bestow on them freshness and
joy

To be saved from the hellfire and to enter Paradise... this is the ultimate success.
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And their recompense shall be Paradise, and silken garments, because they were
patient,

No success comes without a price and the price of elernal happiness is Patience. We simply
cannot do anything without patience and perseverance. Somecne rightly said that patience
and gratitude are two wings and we can fly to Jannat if both these wings remain strong. If
one of them is cul off our flight will be in serious danger... It might seem hard to swallow the
unpleasant things of this life with patience but just see how much reward there is awaiting
those who decide to do it:
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There they shall be reclining upon high couches; they shall feel neither the scorching
heat nor the biting cold

It brings to mind such a delightful picture... complete serenity and freedom from all highs and
lows... no more burning sun... no more freezing cold; just relax and enjoy the pleasures of
Paradise:
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The trees of paradise will spread their shade around them, and their fruits will hang in
clusters within their easy reach.

This is probably the only Surah in Quran where we find such a vivid description of Jannah.
Reading such words increases our love for Allah even more, for all His detailed preparations
and also for telling us in advance... so that we can work even harder to achieve it and bear
the loneliness and hardships of this way in happiness of anticipation:

-
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They shall be served with silver dishes, goblets of crystal, and goblets made of crystal-
clear silver, filled by their attendants in due measure.

There will be such honours given to the successtul people which we cannot even imagine:
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They (the residents of paradise) shall be arrayed in the garments of fine green silk and
rich brocade, and adorned with bracelets of silver, and their Rabb will give them pure
wine to drink.

Why is all this being given to them? Because they sought Allah's appreciation and so Allah
will give them what they strived for:
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"Verily this is a Reward for you, and your Endeavour is accepted and recognised.”

Whenever | imagine the long road to Paradise, the ultimate pleasure | visualize is that Allah
will say “your efforts have been appreciated”. This longing to hear these words from Allah is
the greatest motivating force in the world. It makes every other thing secondary... people’s
pleasure, their approval, their criticism, their hurts... everything just fades away. Bul 10
strengthen this vision you need to keep looking outside the window of this temporary world
into the infinity of the hereafter... And do you know where | found such a window? It is the
Quran...
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Surely, it is We Who have sent down this Qur'an to you through gradual revelations,

But these days, even to reach this “window” requires a lot of patience and determination;
because lots of evil forces are there to stop your way. That is why Allah says:
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Therefore, await with patience the command of your Rabb and do not yield to any sinner
or disbeliever.

But we need strength even 1o do Sabar... where will get that strength from?
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Glorify the name of your Rabb morning and evening; prostrate before Him at night and
glorify Him during the long hours of night.
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So Allah has made it so easy for us... go to him in Salah and get the energy to do sabar. Do
sabar and get the rewards of paradise... then why are so few people willing to walk this way?
What is stopping them?

{27} g Ui (a0 05300 i 0y o035 0)

These people love the transitory life of this world and neglect the heavy Day that is
coming ahead.

So we need 1o cut down on all trivial things which keep us addicted to the concerns of this
world. This world is our necessity not our purpose... it is a way, not a destination. We can
enjoy the scenes on the way but we don't fall in love with them so much that we get off our
train and start living there, forgetting our actual destination. But again only Allah has the
power to reveal the reality to us... therefore hold tight to His words:
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This is indeed an admonition, so let him who will, adopt The Way to his Rabb

So it you are a fortunate person already on the way of your Lord remember that one big trap
of the devil is that he will try to make you arrogant... so Allah reminds you that there is no
reason for you to feel proud of yourself because you could not be on the right way if he had
not guided you:
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But you cannot will, except by the will of Allah. Surely Allah is All-Knowledgeable, All-
Wise.

Therefore we should just keep on doing our best and stay away from all sell praising
thoughts, words and deeds... patience and gratitude should be our motto and keep praying
for Allah's help and Mercy:
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He admits to His mercy whom He wills, and for the wrongdoers He has prepared a
painful punishment.

Such a beautiful end to a heart moving surah! May this end be the start of a new awareness
and a new energy and resolve to be the best slaves of Allah... humble, patient and grateful...

forever turning to him in hope and fear... seeking His pleasure and working day and night '
towards this goal... InshaAllah



