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                        Surah Al-Fatihah 

If you are one of those fortunate people who feel the need to 

discover the truth of their existence and the real purpose of life, 

then you have come to the right place! I welcome you to the world of 

Quran....the gift of Allah to mankind.  

Today we embark upon our journey through Quran with Surah Al-

Fatihah, which literally means “the opening”.  
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In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful  

How lovely it is to have a friend, a guide, a support.....to whom you 

can entrust your affairs. Thus we begin our journey with Allah, 

knowing that He will be our constant companion and guide. We just 

need to have complete faith in Him.  

Our faith in Allah is strengthened by acknowledging and appreciating 

the fact that He is our Creator and Sustainer.......not only of me and 

you but of the entire universe and all the worlds.... therefore only 

Allah is worthy of our ultimate appreciation and gratitude:  
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 All praise is for Allah, the ‘Rabb’ of the Worlds. 

Normally we say these words so casually not realising what it means. 

Just think of the word “Al-Alamin” and try to visualize the vast 

universe filled with the creation of Allah. Of course our knowledge is 

limited and to imagine all of it in one glance is almost impossible. But 

just think how great that Rabb is.... who not only made all of this out 



of nothing, but also nurtures each and every creature and knows the 

details of each and every thing. Obviously He is the most loving, the 

extremely compassionate and merciful: 
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The Compassionate, the Merciful. 

Without Allah’s mercy I could not exist on this earth. Allah’s love 

and compassion fills my life as well as yours. And we have so much to 

be grateful for. But we have to remember that no matter how 

privileged we might be; this life will come to an end. All the blessings 

are only for this limited time. The only thing which is permanent is 

what deeds we do in this life. And on the day of judgement we will all 

be standing before Allah waiting for the announcement of our final 

result: 
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Master of the Day of Judgment. 

This is it.......the story of our life. It begins with recognizing Allah 

and being grateful to Him. Then we live our life with a positive 

attitude because Allah is Al-Rahman and Al- Rahim. And finally there 

is the Day of Judgement where we are going to meet Allah. So what 

exactly is the purpose of our life? Allah answers in the following 

verse: 
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O’Allah! You alone we worship and You Alone we call on for help. 

When I say that I worship only Allah, it means that I will obey Him 

in all areas of my life. But I cannot do so without Allah’s help.... 

That is why we are being taught to say: “Allah! Only you we ask for 

help.”  



Remember that although people and places do make a 

difference.....still they are just a medium....the REAL source of all 

goodness is Allah.  

So we ask Him to help us attain the most desired of all 

things........guidance: 
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O’Allah! Guide us to The Right Way. 

Praying for guidance means that we ask Allah to show us the right 

way, and to enable us to walk on the right way.......until we reach our 

destination. What is the right way?  
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The Way of those whom You have favoured; not of those who have earned Your 

wrath, or of those who have lost The Way.  [Ameen] 

So our role models should be the people with whom Allah was pleased 

and He bestowed his blessings and favours on them. These are the 

Prophets, the steadfast affirmers of truth, the martyrs, and the 

righteous. 

Likewise it is equally important to stop idealizing the people on whom 

Allah had sent His guidance but they earned His anger and 

punishment because they denied the truth and followed their own 

desires. Similarly we have to be careful not to be among the people 

who do not even bother to find the right way and just follow their 

own illusions and ideas about life.  

Thus ends the beautiful Surah Al-Fatihah which is an essence of our 

purpose of life as well as a prayer for the beginning of our journey 

through Quran. May Allah accept our prayer.......Ameen.  



 

Surah Yasin 

Surah Yasin is probably the most frequently read chapter of the 

Quran, in our country. Numerous benefits are associated with its 

reading, especially in the mornings or whenever there is any 

difficult situation; or if someone is critically ill; or just for 

barakah. You get invited for reading it in gatherings; like 

khatam-e-Quran, khatam-e-Yasin (reading it 41 or 71 times in 

one sitting) is a familiar and popular ritual, believed to be the 

remedy for all sorts of problems. Rarely does anyone pause to 

think that Surah Yasin like the rest of the Quran has a message 

in it for our guidance. Nobody bothers to find out what that 

message is. Mostly we prefer to treat this magnificent reminder 

like some magic words which will relieve us of our miseries. 

Whereas the truth is that if we read this Surah, just once but 

with proper understanding and apply its wisdom in our lives, it can 

truly relieve us of our misery of uncertainty and save us from the 

agony of going round and round in a senseless pursuit of worldly 

interests. Not only this but it can also help us throw away the 

burden of accumulated negligence regarding the hereafter, 

making us feel bright and optimistic about attaining the rewards 

of paradise. 

We all want permanent and everlasting success and happiness, but 

unfortunately we try to find it in this world, where it was not 

meant to be. The life in this world is only a test and instead of 



running after its illusions, the only thing that we need to pursue in 

this world is the straight path that will lead us to the fulfilment 

of our desires, in the hereafter, which is when our actual life will 

begin. That is why Allah has taught us the dua “Ihdinassirat al 

mustaqeem” (guide us to the Straight Way) which we read in each 

and every unit of our five daily prayers. But only praying for 

guidance is not enough; we need to have a role model to follow in 

whom we can trust. Therefore Allah sent Prophet Muhammad 

(s.a.w) as a perfect example for us to follow till the end of time. 

The Quran is the guide book and the life and personality of the 

Prophet (s.a.w) is the practical application of this guidance. 

Therefore Allah begins this magnificent Surah with the 

assurance that if we want success in both the worlds we need to 

believe and follow our Prophet(s.a.w) who is truly one of the 

Messengers and is on that straight path of guidance: 
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 Ya Seen. 
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I swear by the Quran full of wisdom 
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 Most surely you are one of the messengers 
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 On a straight path 



 

Next Allah tells us that this Quran is not just an ordinary thing. 

Now we might say that of course we know it’s a sacred book of 

Allah, and so we put it on high shelves, never putting anything on 

top of it, holding it above newly married couples and reading it 

when someone dies. We think this is it! We have done our duty by 

showing this book the proper respect and now we can live our lives 

according to our own desires and self created standards of 

goodness. What we don’t want to acknowledge is the fact that 

The Quran was not meant just to be placed on high shelves, 

rather it should have been given the highest place on our priority 

list. We take care not to put anything on top of it but when faced 

with any situation in life do we stop to consider whether we might 

be putting our own desires on top of its teachings? Holding it 

above the bride and bridegroom was never taught to us; it is our 

self created innovation for which we should seek forgiveness of 

Allah. But its spiritual protection should certainly be held above 

us as a refuge from shaitan and as a guide for our entire lifetime. 

And the way we neglect it in our life and so religiously read it for 

the dead, it seems as if we have forgotten that it’s a magnificent 

guide for the living and not just an offering for the dead. Why 

Allah continues to let us live in spite of our thankless attitude is 

because He is Al- Raheem: the repeatedly merciful. So He keeps 

giving us chances to come back to him. But we should not forget 

that He is also Al-Aziz; The overpowering! 
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 (This is) a revelation of the Exalted in Might, the Merciful. 

 

What is the purpose of the Quran? Why did Allah sent this 

revelation to the Prophet (s.a.w)? As a warning to a nation whose 

forefathers were not warned and so they had become heedless 

(ghafil). Primarily it refers to the people of Makkah to whom no 

messenger had come after Prophet Ismail (a.s) who was the son 

of Ibrahim (a.s) Now the teachings of the prophets had gradually 

been forgotten and although the Arabs called themselves the 

followers of Ibrahim and Ismail but in reality they had gone far 

away from the spirit of Islam, replacing Allah’s religion with a few 

self created rituals and worshipping idols made of wood and clay 

instead of worshipping the One and only Allah. If we compare it 

with our own situation, we find that there are amazing similarities 

of attitude. We also call ourselves Muslims and claim to believe in 

the Quran and the last Prophet of Allah but in reality there are 

only a handful of people who actually know what the Prophet’s life 

was all about and what were his teachings. Similarly there are 

some people who “read” the Quran but again only a few of them 

understand its message. We don’t worship Idols of course and 

believe in one Allah but let’s be honest; Do we really follow Allah’s 

commands in the way we plan and live our lives? Who are we 

following or “worshipping”? Our homes, our jobs, money, comfort, 

our own desires, or our own philosophies of life? As the Prophet 

(s.a.w) said in a Hadith: 

“The worst Idol that is worshipped instead of Allah is the desire 

of the self” 



What is the solution? What can bring us out of this ignorance and 

forgetfulness? What will save us from Allah’s punishment in the 

hereafter? It is definitely the Quran and nothing else. Not just 

in bits and pieces but a proper study, verse by verse, word to 

word. So that we might get in touch with our reality and our 

purpose of life and most of all we need to get in touch with Allah, 

our Creator and Sustainer: 
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 That you may warn a people whose forefathers were not warned, so they 

are unaware. 

 

When I look at the Quran and its amazing clarity and depth, I 

wonder how a nation who has this treasure of wisdom can ever 

deviate from the straight path. Also I find it shocking that most 

people think it is not important to study this Book. They are 

mostly the highly educated, intellectual people who deny the need 

to act upon Allah’s commands. Allah has stated the same thing in 

the next Ayat: 
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 Already the word has come into effect upon most of them, so they do not 

believe. 

 



Allah says that most people will not believe in it.......but why? 

Hasn’t Allah provided them with the resources to acquire 

knowledge and guidance? The fact is that the truth is obvious like 

the bright sun but they have their eyes closed to it.  
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 Surely We have placed shackles on their necks, and these reach up to their 

chins, so they have their heads raised aloft. 

 

The shackles in their necks are actually the pride of self 

importance that keeps their head high in the air, so that they 

cannot see their own reality of helplessness in front of the 

absolute authority of Allah. They think that the power they have 

in this world is going to remain with them forever and hardly 

think of dying or the hereafter. The glamour of this worldly life 

is like a wall in front of them which makes them totally forgetful 

of the Akhirah: 
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 And We have made before them a barrier and a barrier behind them, then 

We have covered them over so that they do not see. 

 

Imagine yourself in an elevator.........you have walls all around you 

without any window and a roof on top. As you move up or down you 



can never know which floor you are on unless you see the 

indicators.  No matter how intelligent you might be, you cannot 

perceive what is outside that enclosed space. Similarly the 

majority of people are so immersed in their worldly pursuits that 

they have erected invisible walls around themselves. Any talk of 

Allah, or Quran or Islam just bounces off these walls without 

touching them in any way. They have to lower these barriers 

themselves so that the truth of Quran might penetrate their 

hearts.  

Allah is telling the Prophet (s.a.w) here, that if the people of 

Makkah were not listening to him it was not because of any lack 

of effort on his part. The fact was that their own pride and 

prejudice was preventing them from acknowledging the truth. His 

warning could benefit only those people who wanted to take 

advice when it was given to them and who feared Allah: 
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You can only warn one who follows the message and fears the Most Merciful 

unseen. So give him good tidings of forgiveness and noble reward. 

The remarkable point of this Ayat is that these people fear “the 

Most Merciful”!!  

How amazing it is that while some people use the same excuse for 

their lack of commitment, that Allah is so compassionate so we 

don’t need to worry too much about the day of judgement; the 



true believers fear Allah despite His Mercy..........It is for this 

kind of humbleness that Allah has given the good news of 

forgiveness and honourable rewards. The fear of accountability in 

the Akhirah is the most potent force which propels a believer 

towards purifying his heart and his actions. Because he knows 

that he is being watched all the time, and his thoughts and deeds 

are all being recorded by Allah.  To reinforce this belief we need 

constant reminders otherwise we tend to get entangled in our day 

to day affairs and our life stretches out before us like an endless 

ocean. That is why Allah has sent us this following Ayat which 

acts as a most powerful reminder of the seriousness of our test 

in this world.  
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 Surely We give life to the dead, and We write down what they have put 

forth and what they have left behind, and We have enumerated everything 

in a clear register. 

 

Before we move on, let’s take a moment and ponder upon this 

beautiful Ayat which reflects the truth of our existence. Allah is 

telling us in very clear words that He is definitely going to raise 

the dead..........which means that our life is not going to end just 

like that. We are going to be born again so that we might be given 

the due return for our deeds. That is why each and every action 

of ours is being recorded in a clear Book. These include the deeds 



that we do and also the footsteps or impressions that we leave 

behind through our attitude and behaviour. How can we be 

careless after reading such a warning? Imagine that all around 

you are cameras, which are clicking away constantly day and night; 

capturing images of what you do, both alone and in company, 

recording the words that you say and the words that simply echo 

in your minds which we call ”thoughts”. Not only that but these 

cameras are also recording something which might not be readily 

visible to human eye............that is the impressions we create 

around us. The hidden effects of our deeds. For example if you 

write a book on Islam, it will not be recorded simply as the 

writing of one book , rather all the people who embraced Islam 

due to it, will also be counted in your favour. Similarly if you make 

a false accusation against someone, it will not be simply written as 

one mischief only, rather the damage created by that will also be 

counted against you. The examples could go on and on but the 

thing to understand is that whatever we do or say is not simply 

the act that appears at the time but it has an everlasting impact 

too. So we need to be very careful because apparently we might 

be doing great deeds of goodness but in such a way that it might 

drive a lot of people away from religion.   

It makes me think that if we understand this one Ayat and really 

absorb its message then our environment would be so much 

better where everybody would be conscious about his own affairs 

and would be extra careful in his dealings with others. There 

would be no one hanging around without a purpose because there 

will be an awareness that we are going to have to answer for all 

our time on this earth. And the best thing about this is that no 



one can ever be judgemental about themselves or others because 

we simply cannot count the effects of our deeds and 

personalities. So until the time we are declared free from hell 

fire and actually gain an entry into paradise we can never be quite 

sure of ourselves. What an eye opener it is for those who want to 

see!  

To further illustrate this important concept, Allah states an 

example of a town where He sent two messengers. But the people 

of that town rejected them. So Allah sent a third messenger too 

but the people continued to blame them instead of believing that 

they had really brought the truth from Allah. It is human 

weakness that people don’t want to be proved wrong so when they 

see that their lives are going totally against the message brought 

by the Messengers of Allah, they start finding faults with them 

instead of accepting their own mistakes and correcting 

themselves. Look at their rash comments: 
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 They said, "Indeed, we consider you a bad omen. If you do not desist, we 

will surely stone you, and there will surely touch you, from us, a painful 

punishment."  

 

And while these people were busy trying to establish their 

superiority, by denying the truth, there came upon them a man 



who had come running from the remote part of the city, calling to 

them: 

“O My people! Follow these Messengers. Follow the ones who ask 

no reward of you and are rightly guided.” 

Now, one might ask, who was this person? Allah doesn’t tell us his 

exact identity because it is not important for us to know who he 

was, rather what he said and did was so remarkable that it has 

been recorded for us as an eternal example of unquestioning and 

complete belief in Allah, acceptance of His message and Loyalty 

for His Messengers. It is apparent that he had not attended any 

regular lectures on Tauheed because he had come from the 

further part of the city. He hadn’t had any direct contact with 

the messengers, yet whatever he had heard of Allah’s message 

had had such a deep impact on him that he was ready to give up 

all his former beliefs and ideas, in order to enter completely into 

the religion of Islam. His humility and acceptance of his own 

reality before the creator is amazing; as is apparent from his 

words: 
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 And what reason have I that I should not serve Him Who brought me into 

existence? And to Him you shall be brought back; 
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 Should I take other than Him [false] deities [while], if the Most Merciful 

intends for me some adversity, their intercession will not avail me at all, nor 

can they save me?  
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Indeed, In that case I shall most surely be in clear error: 

 

Just look at his logic and realistic attitude. He recognizes that 

since Allah had created him and has all the power then why should 

he worship anything else? It is not difficult for him to accept his 

helplessness before Allah; a reality which remains hidden from 

those people who cannot see beyond the walls of their false pride. 

He begs them to listen to him, one more time: 
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 Indeed I have believed in your Lord, therefore listen to me. 

 

Consequently they killed that man and as he died he found that he 

had been granted paradise: 

 

 ��7�����0�� N�(�7�8 �u�	�� 5�� �G5�8 �r ;�v
�� �1�X�q� �1	�8}26{ 
 It was said, "Enter Paradise." He said, "I wish my people could know 
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 Of how my Lord has forgiven me and placed me among the honoured." 

 

He was honoured by Allah simply because of his true faith, and 

compassion for his people. Because even after being granted the 

paradise he is feeling sorry for his fellow men. If he would have 

been self-centred like the majority of people nowadays, he would 

have simply rejoiced in his good fortune and that’s it.  

What is our attitude when we see someone heading towards self 

destruction? We think well he deserves punishment and Oh thank 

God, I am such a pious person, Alhamdulillah..........  

Do we feel any pain of his disbelief? Do we feel sorry for the 

countless people who do not have any awareness of what’s going to 

befall them in the hereafter? If not, then what kind of faith is 

this? 

If we ponder upon it, this is really the ideal combination; belief in 

the Creator and tenderness towards His creation. One is not 

acceptable without the other. We need to work upon both, even 

though it is difficult to shove off our natural tendency of 

hoarding everything good for our own self and simply not caring 

about others. It will be sheer folly to think that we will please our 

Lord just by having perfect belief in Him, if we are not loving and 

compassionate towards other people. And similarly it is not good 

enough to do charitable deeds for mankind if we don’t have the 

right Aqeedah. 



As for those who disbelieve even after seeing all the signs and 

hearing all the true warnings, Allah doesn’t need any armies to 

destroy them all. He is compassionate and merciful but His 

punishment is also very swift: 
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It was not but one shout, and immediately they were extinguished. 

 

And it doesn’t end here, because the actual day of reckoning has 

yet to come when the due rewards and punishments will be dealt 

out to all. No one can escape that day: 
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 And Indeed all of them shall surely be brought before Us. 

 

The disbelievers could not come to terms with the idea of 

resurrection. They said it was not possible for dust and bones to 

be turned again into human beings. And the sad thing is that 

nowadays even the Muslims have become so detached from the 

Quran that their faith in the hereafter has also become blurred. 

Allah wants us to look carefully and contemplate on the signs 

which He has placed for us in this world so that we might realize 

that it is not difficult for Allah to give life to the dead: 
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 And a sign for them is the dead earth. We have brought it to life and 

brought forth from it grain, and from it they eat... 

 

Most of us have become so absorbed in the race of materialism 

that we ignore the numerous blessings of Allah. We take these 

things for granted although each one of these is a miracle of 

Allah. Why is Allah telling us about it in the next Ayat? Because 

when we think about the amazing beauty of Allah’s creation, then 

it makes us feel aware of Allah’s love and mercy. The heart 

becomes soft and fills up with awe and admiration for this 

Supreme Creator who made such fabulous things for us: 
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 And We make therein gardens of palms and grapevines and We make 

springs to flow forth in it, 
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 That they may eat of the fruit thereof, and their hands did not make it; will 

they not then be grateful? 

 



What has caused us to be so blind to the beauty of nature? It is 

mainly because of an ever growing struggle for material gains. 

Look at the overcrowded streets of over populated cities and see 

the restlessness in the expressions of people. Their way of 

talking, their manner of driving, their dealing with each other is 

like they are in some kind of mad race, in which no one knows 

where they have come from or where they are headed to........ 

All this comes to a halt when the day turns into the night, so 

softly and imperceptibly that we hardly notice it. The whole world 

seems to be covered by a dark comforting blanket. Isn’t it a 

miracle in itself? But only if we contemplate..... 
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And a sign for them is the night. We remove from it [the light of] day, so 

they are [left] in darkness. 

 

Next Allah talks about the Sun and Moon, how each of them 

orbits in its own path, with its own speed, never deviating from 

their path, nor obstructing the other. Their obedience is so 

focused unlike us Human Beings, forever deviating from the right 

track, interfering into other’s affairs, wasting time and energy on 

non productive issues: 
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Neither is it allowable to the sun that it should overtake the moon, nor can 

the night outstrip the day; and all float on in a sphere. 

 

Another amazing sign of Allah’s control over everything is the way 

He enables us to move across waters in ships. It is a miracle, 

because we know that even a small needle cannot hold itself on 

top of the water, and just look at the huge ships that remain 

floating? Who has caused it to happen except Allah? 
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 And a sign to them is that We carried their offspring in the laden ship. 

 

And in the middle of that endless expanse of water who can save 

us from drowning except Allah. But the ungrateful people don’t 

acknowledge the greatness of Allah and go on living as if they are 

the masters of their own lives. So if they are reminded that they 

should fear Allah, they remain totally unmoved: 
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 And when it is said to them: Beware of what is before you and what is 

behind you, so that mercy may be had on you. 

��_( $r��� ��_( ��>	�3
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And no sign comes to them from the signs of their Lord except that they are 

from it turning away. 

 

The main reason for their arrogance is that they don’t believe in 

the Akhirah. Their mockery is obvious in the way they ask about 

it: 
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And they say: When will this threat come to pass, if you are truthful? 

 

But the fact is that the day of judgement will come on its 

appointed time whether we believe in it or not, whether we fear it 

and prepare accordingly or prefer to close our eyes to it:  
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 It will not be but one blast, and at once they shall all be brought before Us; 

 

That is going to be another world and things will be totally 

different there. There will be no illusions that day. And no 

injustices: 
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So this day no soul shall be dealt with unjustly in the least; and you will not 

be recompensed except for what you used to do. 

 

Next we have the beautiful picture of paradise. The hardships 

one might face in this world in order to remain true to Allah, are 

nothing when you view it from the perspective of the Hereafter. 

What are a few years of sacrifice as compared to the eternal 

bliss of Paradise? 
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 Surely the companions of Paradise, that Day, will be amused in [joyful] 

occupation - 
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They and their shall be in shades, reclining on raised couches. 
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They shall have fruits therein, and they shall have whatever they desire. 

 

Who are these lucky people? Do they live on any other planet, in 

some other environment, where it’s “easy” to follow Islam? Where 

there are no temptations? Where there is no shaitan? No they 

are right here with us but we hardly pay any attention to them. 

So the believers in spirit and the believers in name, live side by 



side. The truthful and the liar might be brothers, living in the 

same house, the honest and the criminal might be working as 

colleagues. No one knows where he stands in the sight of Allah. 

The sincere Momin and the hypocrite might be offering their 

Salat in the same mosque shoulder to shoulder, But on that day 

they will no longer be intermingled: 
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 [Then He will say], "But stand apart today, you criminals. 

 

What happens when you point out someone in a gathering, telling 

him he has done something wrong? The first reaction is shame 

and it is immediately followed by defensive arguments. But in that 

world of the hereafter, the criminals will not be allowed to offer 

any false excuses: 
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On that day We will set a seal upon their mouths, and their hands shall 

speak to Us, and their feet shall bear witness of what they earned. 

 

Today it might seem impossible that our hands and feet could be 

speaking against us. But if you think about it, if Allah could teach 



our tongues to speak, then how can He not put the same capability 

in our limbs? After all He is the one who created us, but the sad 

truth is that we have forgotten the Creator: 
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Does man not consider that We created him from a [mere] sperm-drop - 

then at once he is a clear adversary? 

 

Allah is asking such a simple question here, from all those who 

have doubts about the resurrection: 
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Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth able to create the like of 

them? Yes! [it is so] and He is the Knowing Creator 

 

We really need to focus our hearts and minds on the presence 

and Power of Allah who is the Creator, Owner and Provider of all 

things. The more we learn about Him, the easier it will be to 

understand His message and to follow the true path of Success. 

Nothing is difficult for Him to accomplish. If we are living here in 

spite of disobeying Him, it doesn’t mean that we can get away 

with it. It’s just Allah’s Mercy and Compassion that He has given 

us a life span in which we have the means to acquire guidance and 



can turn towards him in sincere repentance. But if we don’t 

change our ways then we are going to have to pay for our wrong 

doings. It was so easy for Allah to make this universe and it is 

equally easy for Him to destroy it all in the blink of an eye or 

even sooner than that. What will save us then, except our good 

deeds that we did in the hope that Allah might accept them and 

have mercy on us. Thus ends Surah Yasin, telling us once again in 

very clear words that Allah is the Absolute Owner of everything 

and we all have to return to Him. What other words will wake us 

from our heedlessness if not these? 
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His command, when He intends anything, is only to say to it: Be, so it is. 
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Therefore glory be to Him in Whose hand is the kingdom of all things, and to 

Him you shall be brought back. 

***** 

 



 

Surah As-Saaffat 

As I had studied and then wrote the review for Surah Yaseen, I had 

been thoroughly gripped by a feeling that this is it..... All has been 

said and explained in such clear strong words. So what else is there 

to say? But Allah created Man and He knows our weakness of 

forgetfulness, and He knows the dangers lurking around us. 

Therefore Quran reveals its reminders to us in waves upon waves. As 

soon as one recedes, the other one comes to take us in its effect. 

Thus, a person who holds on to this great book never goes astray. 

Even if he is at times deluded by the devil and his own self, he soon 

reverts back to this magnificent fort of faith and finds himself even 

more committed to Allah’s obedience. 

So let’s step into the awesome world of Quran and discover the 

words of Allah in Surah As-Saaffat. The main theme of this Surah 

is Tauheed, (oneness of Allah) and Akhirah (the life of the 

hereafter). As in the following Ayaat (verses) Allah Himself 

testifies that “your God is one” and He is the Rabb of everything: 
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 Most surely your Allah is One: 
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The Lord of the heavens and the earth and what is between them, and Lord of 

the sunrises. 

 

Although the pagans of Makkah, to whom these verses were 

primarily addressed, believed in Allah; yet they had associated other 

partners with Him in the form of statues. When Prophet Muhammad 



(s.a.w) called them to the true religion of One Allah, they did not 

accept his message because basically they were afraid to give up 

their reckless way of life which allowed them to do whatever they 

desired. Since they couldn’t find fault with the Quran so they tried 

to ridicule the Prophet (s.a.w) and his followers. Even today we see 

this behaviour among so called Muslims who believe in Allah but do 

not consider it important to be obedient to Him. We have to 

understand that a mere declaration that “there is no God but 

Allah”, is not enough. To prove this statement we need to follow His 

commands as revealed in the Quran and the teachings of His Prophet 

(s.a.w).  

So what happens when someone reminds them of their duty towards 

Allah? Instead of accepting the truth, they make fun of it: 
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                And when they are reminded, they pay no attention. 
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 And when they see an Ayah (a sign, a proof or an evidence) from Allah they 

mock at it. 

 

Today they hold long debates denying the Day of Judgement, but 

when they will have to face the reality on that appointed day, they 

will cry out in horror: 
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 So it shall only be a single shout, and behold, they will be staring! 
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And they shall say: O woe to us! this is the day of recompense. 

 



Then it will be said to them 
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 Most surely you will taste the painful punishment. 
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 And you shall not be rewarded except (for) what you did. 

 

So we see that a big factor which influences our daily existence is 

our belief in the day of recompense. If this is distorted or blurred 

in confusion then we cannot move on the right track. For surely, the 

desire to succeed, together with the fear of failure, provides the 

motivation to do well in any test, and what is this life except a test 

of our faith and obedience to the one Allah? Those who pass this 

test by remaining true to their commitment with their Lord, will be 

given great honour on the Day of Judgement: 
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 For them will be a known provision, 
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 Fruits, and they shall be highly honoured, 
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In gardens of pleasure, 

 

The question that used to baffle me the most, all through my school 

years, is that being Muslims, when we do have this belief that we are 

going to be held accountable for our actions, then why don’t we avoid 

sins? If we believe in reward and punishment then why are we so 

casual about not fulfilling Allah’s rights and people’s rights? What 

makes us believe that it is good enough if we just pick and choose 



bits and pieces from our religion and reject the things which are 

inconvenient for us to follow? Later on I realized that we learn 

these attitudes from our environment. Most of us are just following 

the trends. We don’t really think for ourselves, nor do we have any 

direct communication with Allah through Quran. It is our families 

and friends who have a profound influence on our beliefs, especially 

if we ourselves are out of touch with the authentic sources of 

knowledge. So it becomes extremely important to find the right 

friends and the right company so that we might be positively 

inspired by their righteousness and build our lives on sound 

principles. I was reminded of all of this by reading the following 

Ayaat in which we see a scene from the Paradise where people are 

reminiscing about their former life and a person among them relates 

to the others how a companion of his used to put doubts in his mind 

regarding the resurrection. Now we should pay close attention to 

these verses because it is quite probable that we might be facing a 

similar situation, in which those who are far removed from the 

knowledge of Quran cannot accept anyone taking up religion 

seriously. So they give logics and all sorts of philosophies to 

dissuade us from our faith, using words like “extremism” and such. 

And sometimes the pressure becomes too much. That is why Allah 

has recorded this conversation in the Quran so that we can be 

reassured that one day the difficulties we sometimes face for the 

sake of Allah will seem very insignificant, and we will be grateful 

that we held on to the right way: 
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A speaker from among them shall say: Surely I had a companion (in the world) 
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Who said: What! are you indeed of those who accept (the truth)? 
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What! when we are dead and have become dust and bones, shall we then be 

certainly brought to judgment? 

 

Just as in this life we are curious about the outcome of our friends’ 

results, so it will be offered to this person in Paradise, if he would 

like to see where his companion had ended up after going through 

the accountability of Judgement Day: 
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 He shall say: Would you (care to) look ? 
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 Then he will look down and see him in the midst of the Hellfire. 

 

At once he realizes how fortunate it was that he had remained firm 

in his conviction about the day of recompense and had not faltered 

under his companion’s negative influence. Imagine his relief at having 

been saved from a similar fate: 
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 He shall say: By Allah! you had nearly ruined me; 

And look at this attitude---he knows that if he had followed his 

companion and given up his true beliefs then he could be burning 

along with him but he does not brag about his intelligence or piety, 

rather acknowledges the fact that it was Allah’s mercy on him that 

He had kept him on the right track: 
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 And had it not been for the favour of my Lord, I would certainly have been 

among those brought forth (to Hell). 

 

Truly, to be saved from all misconceptions and negative influences 

that might lead us to Hell and to be guided towards Paradise is the 

ultimate success: 
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 Most surely this is the mighty achievement. 

 

But the thing to understand is that guidance and success are not 

given away just at random, rather Allah reminds us that to attain 

this highest honour we all need to work hard. It will be foolishness 

to expect that we will be granted a free visa to paradise when we 

see that in this world where Allah is the provider of all our needs, 

He still has created a system in which we have to work for 

everything. Nothing comes easy......not even a morsel of food just 

enters your mouth by itself....you have to move your hands to the 

food and then take it to your mouth!! So get your concepts 

straightened up and identify the things that really matter, define 

your goals and then go for it.....with all the talents, capabilities and 

energy Allah has given you. Remember that utmost struggle is the 

key to success: 
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For the like of this (success) --those who work,  should be working for. 

 

Another hurdle in our way to Paradise is that we blindly follow the 

faith of our forefathers. In other words, for a large majority of 

people, Religion is just a set of traditions that is transferred from 



one generation to the next. Allah puts this in such clear and direct 

words: 
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 Surely they found their fathers on the wrong path, 
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 So they too hastened to follow in their footsteps! 

 

Isn’t it ironical that for every other aspect of life we have devised 

new ways of living, and consider it backwardness to follow the 

elders; yet when it comes to religion we are not bothered to analyse 

where we are headed to...... But then if ignorance and misconceptions 

are thus followed by generation after generation; what will be the 

fate of mankind? Obviously no one can save us except Allah, our 

Creator and Provider. The way He keeps giving us the means to fulfil 

all our physical, material needs; similarly He kept sending us His 

Messengers who guided people away from ignorance towards the 

light of guidance. Again it was left up to the free will of people 

whether they took heed of these warnings or not...... 
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 And certainly We sent among them warners. 
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 Then see how was the end of those warned, 

 

And now Allah tells us about His chosen Messengers who had 

committed their lives to the mission of bringing people to Allah’s 

obedience. The first example is that of Prophet Nuh (a.s) who spent 

950 years, preaching Allah’s message to his nation. When after all 



his efforts the people continued to reject him, He asked Allah for 

help. After that there was a great flood in which the whole nation 

was drowned and only the Prophet and His followers were saved: 
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And We delivered him and his followers from the mighty distress. 
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 And We made his offspring the survivors. 

 

Although very few people accepted his teachings, yet the greatest 

acceptance and appreciation is from Allah Himself who honours him 

in the following words: 
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 Peace and salutation to Nuh among the nations. 
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Thus do We surely reward the doers of good. 
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 Surely he was of Our believing servants. 

 

The next Prophet, whom Allah honoured by calling him His friend, 

was Ibrahim (a.s)........what a supreme honour! But how did he get this 

title? His story is of extreme submission and selflessness. He was 

born into a society which had forgotten all about Tauheed and 

everywhere people were blindly worshipping idols made of wood and 

stone. His own father was an idolater and held an esteemed position 

in the king’s court due to his craftsmanship. But Ibrahim (a.s) did 

not blindly follow the traditions. Instead he started questioning 

people about their beliefs:  
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 When he said to his father and his people: What is it that you worship? 
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Is it falsehood (as) gods besides Allah-- do you desire? 

 

Apparently no one listened to him in spite of all his reasoning with 

them. So one day when he was all alone while his people had gone to 

attend their national fair, Ibrahim (a.s) went into the temple of 

their gods and addressed them: 
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Then he turned aside to their gods and said: “What! do you not eat (of the 

offerings before you)?” 
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“What is the matter with you that you do not speak?” 

 

Then he began striking them one after the other and destroyed 

them. As soon as the people discovered what had befallen their 

idols, they came running to Ibrahim (a.s) because they were sure no 

one else could do such a thing. But instead of being afraid of what 

they might do to him, Ibrahim (a.s) faced them with courage: 
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 He Said: “What! do you worship what you (yourself) carve out?” 
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“While Allah has created you and what you make.” 

 

It is quite often the case that when people can’t put down somebody 

at logic and reasoning, then all they can think of, is to subdue their 



opponent with force. So they decided to prepare a furnace for 

Ibrahim and to throw him into the blazing flames. But Allah saved 

him by His miracle that when he was thrown into the fire, it cooled 

down instantly. Even after seeing such a manifestation of Allah’s 

greatness, the people refused to believe, so Ibrahim (a.s) left his 

country saying: 
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And he said: Verily, I am going to my lord; He will guide me. 
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My Lord! grant me (offspring) from the righteous. 

 

Allah listened to his prayers and blessed him with the good news of a 

son, even though at that time both Ibrahim (a.s) and his wife 

Hajarah (a.s) were quite old. Imagine how happy he must have been 

when his son Ismail (a.s) was born, who later on became a prophet 

too. But His trials had not ended there, as Allah had yet another 

test for him........When his beloved son reached the age of about 13, 

Ibrahim saw in his dream that Allah was commanding him to sacrifice 

his son. As prophets’ dreams are a kind of revelation so he knew he 

had to obey Allah’s command, however painful it was to do so. He 

called Ismail and told him about his dream, asking him his opinion. 

Imagine a son being asked such a question.........what do you suppose 

would be the reply? The calm, unperturbed response of Ismail was so 

amazing that Allah recorded it in His Quran for eternity so that we 

might know the rewards of setting an excellent example for our 

children by our own actions. If the father is willing to sacrifice all 

his life, even the love for his sole child, for the sake of Allah then 

that child will also be following the same standard of patience and 

submission before Allah’s decisions: 
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And when he (his son) was old enough to work with him, he (Ibrahim) said: O 

my son! surely I have seen in a dream that I am slaughtering you (offering you 

in sacrifice to Allah); So look what you think. He said: O my father! do what you 

are commanded; if Allah please, you will find me of the patient ones. 

 

And so Ibrahim (a.s) laid down his son prostrate upon his forehead 

for sacrifice. As he was about to put the knife to his neck, Allah 

called out to him to stop!  
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 And We called out to him saying: O Ibrahim! 
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 You have indeed shown the truth of the vision; surely thus do We reward the 

doers of good: 
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Most surely that indeed was a manifest trial. 

 

By narrating this event Allah has made it so clear to us that to 

sacrifice our own pleasures for the sake of His obedience, is the 

ultimate proof of a person’s faith. Those who pass this test of love 

and submission are honoured by Allah in this world and also the next. 
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And We perpetuated (praise) to him among the later generations. 
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Peace and salutations be on Ibrahim. 
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Thus do We reward the doers of good.  

  

Next Allah reminds us of the trials faced by Prophet Musa (a.s) and 

his brother Haroon (a.s) who also became a prophet. They had been 

given the awesome task of delivering Allah’s message of Tauheed to 

Pharaoh who had established himself as a god to his people. It was 

an uphill task all the way. Finally, after all their struggles, Allah 

saved them and their followers from the tortures of the evil forces 

of Pharaoh: 
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 And We delivered them both and their people from the mighty distress. 
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 And We helped them, so that they became victors. 

 

Not only this but they were blessed with the sacred book of Torah 

and were guided to the right way. Their good names have been 

preserved in the generations to come. This is really a great reward 

for all their sacrifices: 

 

 �C-�*�ry�
� @�; ������!	F�Y �� �+�*�N��}119{ 
And We perpetuated (praise) to them among the later generations. 

 	������9�� j�[��# j	F�Y �E�	F�[}120{ 
Peace be on Musa and Haroun. 

 �V� �(�_���
� o�O�P�A �Q�
	,	+ �'A��}121{ 
Even thus do We reward the doers of good. 

 



Ilyas (Elias) was also Allah’s messenger who had been sent to a 

nation who worshipped their invented god named “baal”. He told 

them that Allah is the only one who has the right to be worshipped. 

But they denied him. Apparently this was not a success story but 

when you work for Allah then the outcome of your efforts in this 

world do not matter. Look, how Allah appreciates his sincerity and 

hard work: 

 

 �V�[��- �U�� j	F�Y �E�	F�[}130{ 
 Peace be on Ilyas.  

 �V� �(�_���
� o�O�P�A �Q�
	,	+ �'A��}131{ 
 Even thus do We reward the doers of good. 

 �V� �#�p���
� ��A�a��l�Y �C�# �S'A��}132{ 
Surely he was one of Our believing servants. 

 

Now Allah remembers Prophet Lut (a.s) who put up with an 

extremely difficult situation, trying to guide a whole nation of 

homosexuals into leaving their evil practices. But they would not 

listen to him so Allah destroyed them all and saved his messenger 

and a handful of his followers. Except his wife who used to take 

sides with the wrong doers. 

 

 �V�J���>	7 �S	F�9	7�� �\�� �!'P�A �/��}134{ 
When We saved him and his followers, all-- 

 �C-�*�"��z�
� @�; �X?��P�Y ��
��}135{ 
Except an old woman (his wife) who was amongst those who remained behind. 

 �C-�*�ry�
� ��A�*'#�a '�
i}136{ 
Then We destroyed the others. 



 An important lesson in this story is that everyone is responsible for 

his own actions. No matter how closely you might be related to a 

righteous person, it cannot save you unless your own deeds are in 

obedience to Allah. Some people have this misconception that since 

we are the followers of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w) then we will 

surely go to Paradise. Or that we belong to this group or to that 

family so we are the chosen favourites of Allah. It is precisely to 

remove this wishful thinking that Allah has given us such a detailed 

picture of all these Prophets......how they spent their lives and how 

they were rewarded for what they did.  

The next story, which is of Prophet Yunus (a.s), is a remarkable 

example of Allah’s mercy. Younus (Jonah) called his people to the 

Oneness of Allah but was disheartened by the constant denial of his 

nation, and their unwavering rejection of Allah’s message. When he 

felt that they were not going to change their ways, he thought it 

was time that he should leave them to their fate and so he went off 

in a fury, without realizing that he should first wait for Allah’s 

command before taking such a step. Upon reaching the sea shore he 

boarded a crowded ship, which started to drown just as they 

reached the middle of the sea. When they began casting of lots to 

decide whom to overthrow to lighten the ship, Younus’s name came 

up and so He was thrown into the sea, where a big fish swallowed him 

whole.......  

 

 ����_�����
� �Q�F
f�
� j	
�� �{�"	7 �/��}140{ 
 When he ran away to a ship completely laden, 

 �V�d�������
� �C�# 	��	�	; ���9��(	;}141{ 
 So he (agreed to) cast lots, and he was among the losers. 

 ��!�F�# ���9�� �&��_�
� �S��	K�3�
�	;}142{ 
 So the fish swallowed him while he did that for which he blamed himself 



 

Now imagine what a horrible situation it was for a person who was 

already heartbroken by the obvious failure of his efforts and 

struggles in the way of Allah. But now he had realized his mistake of 

taking a hasty decision and giving up on himself and his people too 

soon. So immediately he asks for forgiveness, glorifying Allah and 

admitting his error. Allah says: 

 

 �V�_Dl�(���
� �C�# 	��	+ �S'A	7 �	
��	F	;}143{ 
 had he not been of them who glorify Allah, 

 	��
g�J�l�- �E���- j	
�� �S� �Z�" @�; 	|�l	F	
}144{ 
He would certainly have remained in its belly till the day of resurrection. 

 

So Allah saved him by causing the fish to throw him up on the 

desolate shore, where a plant grew by Allah’s orders to give him 

shade and food. When he was restored to good health, Allah sent 

him to a nation which believed in him..... 

 

	R�# j	
�� �\�� �F�[��	7�� 	����-�O�- ��	7 mk�
	7 �5}147{ 
And We sent him to a hundred thousand (people), or even more. 

 mV�� j	
�� ���9�� �J'3��	; ��� �#y	;}148{ 
And they believed, so We gave them enjoyment for a while. 

 

 It is a clear reminder that even if Prophets, who are the chosen 

people of Allah, can be held accountable for their slight errors then 

who are we to think that paradise will be granted to us automatically. 

I simply love reading this story because it removes all hopelessness 

from my heart. It reassures me that while making mistakes, is a 

human weakness, but glorifying Allah and repenting for one’s 



mistakes is so much appreciated and rewarded by Allah. I have 

myself experienced it that every time I do sincere Tauba, I feel 

renewed and energized to start living again with a clean heart and 

soul. How merciful Allah is for giving us these practical solutions to 

problems that seem impossible to cure. 

And so after this beautiful journey through time, in which we saw 

these perfect people whom Allah chose as His messengers, we have 

the following passage in which Allah puts an end to the mythology of 

the ancient Arabs, who used to believe that the angels were Allah’s 

daughters. Thus they made statues in their likeness and worshipped 

them as gods believing that they brought them good luck and 

fortune. It was a pity that after all the teachings of Tauheed which 

the Messengers had delivered to them, they still couldn’t come out 

of their distorted beliefs. So Allah is asking them, what’s wrong with 

you? How can you make such tales? Is there any proof for your 

statements? 

 

 	����
��_�N �k�!	+ ��
�	
 ��#}154{ 
What is the matter with you, how do you judge? 

 	���*�+	,�N �	F	;	7}155{ 
Will you not then remember? 

 �V�l�# <��	Z�F�[ ��
�	
 �E	7}156{ 
Or have you a clear authority? 

 

The angels know what their place is, in the order of the universe and 

they are aware of their responsibilities. They say: 

 

 �E�
F�J'# �E�	K�# �S	
 ��
�� �' �# ��#��}164{ 
 And there is not one of us (angels) but has his assigned place (or position), 



 �'A���� 	��};�'W
� �C�_� 	
}165{ 
 And most surely we are they who draw themselves out in ranks, 

 	���_Dl�(���
� �C�_� 	
 �'A����}166{ 
And we are most surely they who declare the glory (of Allah). 

 

The people of Makkah used to say that had they been given a Devine 

revelation, then they would be the true believers. But as time and 

events proved later on, it was just an empty claim: 

 

 	��

�
K�!	
 ���A�	+ ������}167{ 
 And surely they used to say: 

 �V�
'�	%�
� �CD# �X*�+�/ ��A�� �Y ��	7 ��	
}168{ 
Had we a reminder from those of yore, 

 �V�W	F�2���
� �S�F
� �a��l�Y �' 
�	
}169{ 
 We would certainly have been the servants of Allah-- the purified ones. 

 	����	F�J�- �~���(	; �S�" ���*	f	�	;}170{ 
But (now) they disbelieve in it, so they will come to know. 

 

It is an attitude that is found among people even today. They boldly 

claim that when Allah wishes He will bring them to the true guidance. 

And they don’t want to be reminded of the fact that they have to 

ask for this guidance and they have to pay the price, which is hard 

work and sincerity of purpose. It cannot be simply handed to them 

on a tray. And do they think that Islam depends on them? No it is 

Allah’s true religion and He is enough to uphold it. So Allah reminded 

the disbelievers of Makkah that His Prophet(s.a.w) and his followers 

will definitely be victorious: 

 



 �V�F�[�*���
� ��A�a��l�J�
 �� �3���F	+ �c	K�l�[ ��	K	
��}171{ 
And certainly Our word has already gone forth in respect of Our slaves, the 

messengers: 

 	������W ���
� ����	
 ����'A��}172{ 
Most surely they shall be the triumphant ones 

 	���l�
��z�
� ����	
 ��A�� �> ������}173{ 
And most surely Our hosts alone shall be the victorious ones. 

 

And all praise to Allah who is perfect and free from all that the 

disbelievers associate with Him: 

 

D"�� 	���_�l�[ 	��
f�W�- �'��Y �='O�J�
� D��� �Q}180{ 
 Glory be to your Lord, the Lord of Honour and power, (He is free) from what 

they attribute unto Him. 

 �V�F�[�*���
� j	F�Y �E�	F�[��}181{ 
 And peace be on the messengers. 

�V��	
��J�
� D��� �S�F�
 �����_�
���} 181{ 
 And all praise and thanks is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. 
***** 

 

What a glorious end to a magnificent Surah! I pray to Allah that He 

might make it easy for us to understand the truth of His message 

and to apply it in our lives. This is what really matters after all. 



 

Surah Saad 

Today when so much is being said and done against the religion of 

Allah, this Surah came to me as a powerful reminder of how 

important it is for us to open this great Book of Allah, understand it 

and convey it to others so that our hearts may find peace and we 

may follow Allah’s commands with conviction and desire. We need to 

be fully convinced that even if some people are using every possible 

measure in trying to distort the image of Islam, it certainly is the 

true religion.  

Surely, doubt is like a poison which eats away at our faith, making us 

lose our focus and sense of direction. Therefore Allah is assuring us 

here that this Noble Quran is full of goodness and guidance but the 

disbelievers are in sheer arrogance and are deliberately deviating 

from what is good:  

 �������	 
�� ��
������	�� �}1{ 
 Saad, I swear by the Quran, which is full of admonition. 

 ��������� ������  �! 	�"��#�� �$%��&�	 �'�(}2{ 
 But those who disbelieve are in self-exaltation and opposition. 

 

And then they ridicule the person who brings to them the message 

of Allah......Just like the disbelievers said about the Prophet 

Muhammad (s.a.w.): 

 



               	*�+���,�% ��-�� �'�( 
������ $./ 01��  �! �2"3 �'�( ��4�4�5�( $�/ "������	 �6�5�7�� �8��9�:�:
 �;	����}8{ 

Has the message been revealed to him out of [all of] us?" Rather, they are in 
doubt about My message. Rather, they have not yet tasted My punishment.  

What if we come across a similar situation? What should we do when 

someone makes fun of our religion or says negative things about our 

Prophet or the good people who are following His Sunnah (way of 

life) by conveying the message of Quran to others? Allah says: be 

patient, don’t talk back, don’t react in a negative way, rather make 

yourself knowledgeable, increase your awareness about the virtuous 

people who have come before you and learn from them how to live, 

how to face various situations: 

 

 =;	���: "6�9�> �?�%�@��	 	�� �A�"�	�A ��9�?�B�� ������	�� ��*��*���% ��/ C�7�� ���B�D	}17{ 
 Bear patiently what they say, and remember Our servant Daud (David), the 
possessor of power; surely he was frequent in returning (to Allah). 

 

The Prophet Da’ud (David) was a magnificent King and Allah had given 

Him extraordinary voice so that when He sang praises of Allah, the 

mountains and the birds joined in this glorification of their Lord. 

And he was also blessed with a grand kingdom along with two most 

prized qualities of character: 

 

 �;��F�G��	 �'�H�!�� �I�-�J�K��	 "L��4�5�M
�� "6�J�7"/ ��9�A�?����}20{ 
 And We strengthened his kingdom and We gave him wisdom and a clear 

judgment in speech. 

 

This shows that for a man to rule the land; or to lead any nation or 

organization; or even a household, the most important thing after 



Allah consciousness is “Hikmat”. This can best be defined as the 

ability to make the right decision at the right time. Such a person is 

not ruled by his emotions or desires; rather he speaks and acts with 

wisdom and sincerity. His second quality; that we need to develop 

too; is to communicate effectively. The most brilliant ideas or 

detailed instructions can turn useless if they are not communicated 

to others in the right manner. So Allah said to His Prophet, Da’ud 

(a.s) 

 

             �,���� .O�K����( �P��4�	 �$�5�( 2�J�Q��! �R�S�@��	  �! TI�#5�7�U �V��4�7�W�X ��9�> "A�"�	�A ��%
       �2"Y�� �6&7�	 �'5�B�Z $�� ��*[7�\�% �$%��&�	 &��> �6&7�	 �'5�B�Z $�� �1&7�\"5�! ]�*�Y��	 �̂ �B�_�M

 �;��̀ �K��	 �a�*�% 	*"̀ �9 ��-�( =?%�?�� =;	����}26{ 
O Da’ud! surely We have made you a ruler in the land; so judge between men 

with justice and do not follow your own desires, lest it should lead you astray 

from the path of Allah; (as for) those who go astray from the path of Allah, they 

shall surely have a severe punishment because they forgot the day of 

reckoning. 

 

From the above Ayat it is obvious that the two things which cause 

misguidance and disaster is firstly to blindly follow one’s desires and 

secondly to be forgetful of the Day of Judgement.  

You look around and you see people living as if they are going to live 

here forever; going about their daily routine without any sense of 

accountability. Allah is focusing their attention to the fact that He 

has not created this world without a purpose: 

�/��            	�"�,�#�� �$%��&�	 c$�d �1���� �T7�e��( ��-"Y�4�5�( ��/�� �R�S�@��	�� f��-�̀ �	 ��4���7�U �
 �S��4�	 �$�/ 	�"��#�� �$%��&7�� g'�%�*�!}27{ 

 And We did not create the heaven and the earth and what is between them in 

vain; that is the opinion of those who disbelieve then woe to those who 

disbelieve on account of the fire. 



 

It means that to deny the day of recompense is “Kufr” (disbelief). 

Allah asks them, how can they even think that the good and the bad 

will be treated alike? 

 

   "4�/
 �$%��&�	 �'�W�h�9 �a�:        �a�: �R�S�@,��	  �! �$%�?�̀ �#"-����� �i��K����H�	 	*�7�-���� 	*
 �S��h�#����� �j���_"-��	 �'�W�h�9}28{ 

 Shall We treat those who believe and do well like the mischief-makers in the 

earth? Or shall We make those who guard (against evil) like the wicked? 

 

The people who bring up such doubts about the Day of Judgement 

claim to have a lot of reasoning behind their philosophies and appear 

to be very knowledgeable and clever. But Allah challenges them that 

if they are so intelligent then they should contemplate over the 

verses of the Quran, if they really want to find the truth: 

 

 �;��B���@��	 	*�����: ��&����_�5���� �6�M��%
 	�"��(�?�5�� =V�S��B"/ �1�5���> "L��4����9�: =;��_��}29{ 
This Book which We have sent down to you (O Muhammad) is highly blessed, 

so that they may ponder upon its verses and the men of understanding may 

learn a lesson from it. 

 

Da’ud (a.s) was granted a son, Suleiman (a.s) who also became a 

Prophet. Here Allah mentions his most superior quality......that he 

was “Awwab”; which means that he used to turn to Allah in every 

situation: 

 

"Z �A�"�	�?�� ��4�B�3���� =;	���: "6�9�> "?�B�W��	 �2�W�9 ����-�5�7}30{ 
 And to Daud We gave Suleiman, (Solomon) most excellent devotee! Surely he 

was frequent in returning (to Allah). 

 



This attitude of humbleness before Allah was especially admirable in 

Prophet Suleiman (a.s) who had been blessed with all the powers of a 

grand kingdom and wide-spread authority not only over the land and 

people but also over Jinn and animals and birds- even on the air 

which used to flow at his command. But instead of being arrogant he 

always remembered that in reality everything belonged to Allah, so 

all that grandeur further increased his love for Allah.......as is 

apparent in the following incident: 

 

 "A��5�h��	 "i��4�!��H�	 . �m�W����( �6�5�7�� �R��"� ���>}31{ 
 When one evening, excellent-bred horses were presented before him.... 

             �;�,�h�K����( �i�S	�*,�M C�_�Q  .(�S ������ $�� ���5�G��	 �n"Q "o�B�B�Q�:  .9�> �8����!
}32{ 

 Then he said: Surely I have adopted the love of these good things with a view 

to glorify my Lord-- until they disappeared from sight. 

 ����4���@��	�� ��*c̀ ���( �pK�̀ �/ �O�#�F�! � �7�� ��3�cA"S}33{ 
(he said) Bring them back to me; so he began to pass his hand over their legs 

and necks (with affection) 

 

These are one of my most favourite and delightful Ayaat, because I 

feel so liberated to know that Allah has allowed us to love and 

admire the “worldly” things (Halal things not Haram......be careful!) 

on the condition that this love should increase our love for the 

Creator and it should not make us arrogant or negligent of our basic 

duty towards Allah. So Allah has not completely put a ban on our 

emotional needs.....they just have to be channelized into a proper 

direction. The main focus of our love should be Allah. And for His 

sake if something enables us to work more efficiently in Allah’s way 

then there is no harm in loving that thing; be it wealth or material 

blessings, or love for the righteous people for the sake of Allah.  



Such a person who remembers and admires Allah when he admires 

one of His creation; provided it’s not something which Allah has 

forbidden; will actually be rewarded for it. That is why Allah says 

about Suleiman (a.s): 

                   {40}  �;q�/ �$�̀ "Q�� C�#��"��� ��9�?4�� "6�� &��>�� 
Surely he has a place of nearness to Us and will have an excellent place of final 

abode.     
Learning about the righteous people of Allah, is a source of great 

inspiration for us, therefore Allah gives us another example of 

patience and perseverance from the life of His Prophet, Ayub (a.s). 

He was afflicted with a terrible skin disease which made it 

impossible for others to endure his presence, so all his family and 

friends left him one by one but even in his anguish and isolation he 

never complained and did not stop worshipping Allah. So as a reward 

for his patience, Allah granted him back his health and his family and 

a kingdom much more splendid than ever before. Thus Allah 

appreciates Him: 

........ =;	���: "6�9�> "?�B�W��	 �2�W�9 	p��(��D "L��9�?�X�� ��9�>}44{ 
.......Certainly We found him full of patience. He was an excellent devotee, who 

turned to Us over and over again. 

The Quran is full of such brilliant examples: 

  

	���(> ��9�A��B�� ������	�� �S��H�(�@��	�� 
�?�%�@��	  �����: �;*���W�%�� ����K�Z�>�� �25�3}45{  
And remember Our servants Ibrahim and Ishaq and Yaqoub, men of power and 

insight. 

All these Prophets were given magnificent power and vision. What a 

great combination it is when a person has depth of insight and far 



sightedness, and also has the power to bring his plans and ideas into 

action. Vision alone is nothing but dreams and to act without insight 

is mere foolishness. But the combination of both these faculties 

produces excellent results. Without doubt, it is a gift from Allah 

and here Allah tells us why he chose these people for this gift and 

also for the gift of Prophet-hood: 

 

 �S	�?�	 ]������ �I�H����G�( 2"3��4�H�7�U�: ��9�>}46{ 
Surely, We chose them for their special quality of keeping in mind the abode of 

Hereafter 

So this is the key: Remembrance of Akhirah, the hereafter. I often 

observe that Allah has made us in such a way that our natural 

abilities remain hidden unless there is a motivation to bring them 

out. When you are focused on a high target then your hidden powers 

come to surface to assist you in attaining those goals. So when you 

focus your sight on the hereafter, your vision is increased and when 

you decide to work for it then other physical powers come into 

action too. So I have learned that Allah gives to us according to our 

aspirations.  

Then we see that Allah reminds us of some other Prophets too: 

                �S��5�U�@��	 �$./ u'���� �'�#�J��	 	���� �̂ �̀ �5��	�� �'5����-�Z�> ������	��}48{  
And remember Ismail and Al-Yasha and Zulkifl; and they were all of the best. 

                                                  

 

So many people try to read Quran like an ordinary book; not giving it 

its due recognition or importance; forgetting that it is a revelation 

from the Lord of the worlds. They don’t understand that it is Allah’s 

greatest favour on us that He enables us to understand His words. 

But this favour cannot be attained without proper respect for the 



Message as well as the Messenger. So they leaf through its 

translations and criticize things which they don’t understand.......One 

of their most common remarks is about the mention of earlier 

nations and the Prophets. It seems irrelevant to them.......the stories 

of the former people. The fact is that these lessons from the 

history of the world motivate us to assess ourselves and see how we 

can too, become the favourites of Allah and save ourselves from 

Allah’s anger and punishment. 

Nothing else can make us believe in the Hereafter, except the 

Quran, which portrays such beautiful and attractive pictures of the 

paradise that inspire us towards making ourselves entitled for this 

delightful place... 

  

 �;q�/ �$�̀ "K�� �j���_"-�7�� &��>�� =����� 	���3}49{ 
 This is a reminder; and most surely there is an excellent resort for those who 

guard (against evil),                                                
 ";	�*�(�@��	 "2"Y&� TI�K�_�#c/ ���?�� �i��4�X}50{ 

The gardens of perpetuity, the doors are wide opened to receive them. 

 �;	������ ���v�w�� �I�Y����#�( ��Y5�! ��*"��?�% ��Y5�! �j�x�J�_"/}51{ 
Reclining therein, calling therein for abundant fruits and delicious drink. 
 

�y��&F�	 "i	���D��+ �2"3�?4���� =;	���M�: }52{ 
And with them shall be those (bashful virgins) restraining their eyes, 

(companions) equals in age. 
 

 �;��̀ �K��	 �a�*�5�� ���"?��*"M ��/ 	���3}53{ 
This is what you are promised for the day of reckoning. 

 

The best thing about Paradise is that with it will never end: 

 



 �A��#�9 $�/ "6�� ��/ ��4�+�z���� 	���3 &��>}54{ 
Most surely this is Our sustenance; it shall never come to an end; 

 

But Allah has created everything for a purpose and just as he 

created this beautiful paradise for his faithful slaves, He has also 

created Hell fire for those who deny His rights and those who 

disobey Him. What else can make us strong enough to give up our 

bad habits....... except the reminder of this terrible torture? 

 

 �;q�/ ���m�� �j�{�&F7�� &��>�� 	���3}55{ 
This (shall be so); and most surely there is an evil resort for the rebellious 

ones; 

 "A��Y�-��	 �|�x�B�! ��Y�9�*�7�H�% �2�4�Y�X}56{ 
Hell; they shall enter it, so evil is the resting-place. 
 

 =���̀ �{�� =25�-�Q "L*�+����5�7�! 	���3}57{ 
This (shall be so); so let them taste it, boiling water and festering blood (pus). 
 

Next Allah describes how the companions of the Hell Fire will be 

fighting among themselves. It is natural for people to blame and 

curse one another when going through extremely painful times. But 

the one thing which caught my attention is that they will be 

surprised not to find among themselves the good people whom they 

ridiculed in the world for following the right way, whom they called 

names such as extremists and fundamentalists: 

 

����+�� �S	�����@��	 �$./ 2"3c?"W�9 ��4�� �T���X�S ]���9 ��� ��4�� ��/ 	*}62{ 
Then they will say (to one another) “But why do we not see those who we 

deemed wicked- 

 "S��H�(�@��	 "2"Y�4�� �o�{	�z �a�: �}%���G�Z �2"3��9���G�M�:}63{ 



And whom we used to ridicule? Or has our eye-sight failed to notice them?” 

It is the final reward that counts; so it shouldn’t bother us if people 

talk against us in this world for following Allah’s religion. What harm 

can their comments do except to their own selves? In this life, too, 

the negative minded person keeps burning inside with hatred and 

fury and envy, and in the hereafter too they shall burn in a greater 

fire. May Allah save us all from such an end (Ameen) 

Thus Allah comforts His Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w) who was being 

severely pressurised by the opposition of the Disbelievers of 

Makkah: 

 

 "S��Y����	 "?�Q	�*��	 "6&7�	 �&��> �6���> �$�/ ��/�� =S��4"/ ��9�: ��-�9�> �'�+}65{ 
O Prophet tell them, : I am only a Warner, and there is no god but Allah, the 

One, the Subduer (of all): 

 "S�&#�~��	 "�%���W��	 ��-"Y�4�5�( ��/�� �R�S�@��	�� �i	����-�̀ �	 c;�S}66{ 
The Lord of the heavens and the earth and what is between them, the Mighty, 

the most Forgiving. 

The absolute power and authority of Allah and the horrors of the 

Day of Judgement are the two realities which often remain hidden 

from our thoughts and this is the main reason for our casual 

attitude towards religion: 

 

 =25���� g@�B�9 �*"3 �'�+}67{ 
Say: It is a message of importance, 
 

 ��*"����W"/ "6�4�� �2"_9�:}68{ 
(And) you are turning aside from it: 

 

But a question arises that when there were so many Prophets coming 

to guide the people one after the other; and they all worked with so 



much sincerity; then why did a majority of people not believe? What 

led them to their disbelief and ultimately their destruction? Even 

today when we have the Blessed Quran and the teachings of our 

Prophet Muhammad, (s.a.w).....why is it that so many people are not 

willing to accept this message? What stops them? We find the 

answer to this in the following story: 

It all started from day one, when Allah created Man: 
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Behold when your Lord said to the angels; Surely I am going to create a man 

from clay: 
 

�G�#�9�� "6"_�%�*�Z 	�����! �$%�?�X��Z "6�� 	*"W���!  �Q�cS $�/ �65�! "o}72{ 
So when I have made him complete and breathed into him of My spirit, then fall 

down and prostrate yourselves before him. 

 

So what happened was that they all prostrated except Iblees (the 

devil) who acted arrogantly and so he disobeyed. Allah asked him: 
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Allah said: O Iblees! what prevented you from prostrating yourself to him 

whom I created with My two hands? Are you too proud or do you think that you 

are one of the exalted ones? 

Look at his answer......aren’t the same words lurking in the back of 

our minds too? The sense of superiority..... 

 

�S��9 $�/  �4�_���7�U "6�4./ =��5�U ��9�: �8��+ �j�e $�/ "6�_���7�U�� }76{ 
 He said: I am better than he; you have created me of fire, and you created him 

of dust. 

 



What could have been the reward for such arrogance? That too 

before the Creator of the Worlds.... 

 

�X�S �1�9���! ��Y�4�/ ��"��U��! �8��+ =25}77{ 
Allah said: Then get out of here, for surely you are accursed: 

 �$%.?�	 �a�*�% C���>  �_�4�W�� �1�5�7�� &��>��}78{ 
And surely My curse shall be on you till the day of judgment. 

But then Iblees asked for respite till the day of judgement which he 

was given. So he swore in his anger and frustration that he was going 

to mislead all men and take them along with him to the Hell except 

those who were sincere to Allah. Even he knew that he could not 

mislead the committed ones! 

 

�@�� �1�M���W�B�! �8��+ �j�W�-�X�: �2"Y�4�%�*�{}82{ 
Iblees said: Then I swear by your honour, I will surely mislead them all 
 

 �j�H�7�G"-��	 "2"Y�4�/ �V�A��B�� �&��>}83{ 
Except your chosen sincere devotees among them. 

 

So this is our test: To recognize our enemy- Iblees and to make 

ourselves strong against his evil influence. Nothing can give us this 

strength except Allah’s remembrance and His Quran. We need to 

familiarize ourselves with this great book by spending time with it 

regularly, consistently...... sometimes just reading its text, 

sometimes understanding it and sometimes conveying its message to 

others. But mostly we need to act upon it ourselves and also remind 

others about it too. It is the only way out. If we don’t accept this 

truth now then surely the time is coming very close when we will all 

see the complete reality with our own eyes.  



At the end we have this reminder which is the gist of this entire 

Surah:  

 �j�-����W�7�� =����� �&��> �*"3 ���>}87{ 
This (Quran) is nothing but a reminder to all the nations; 

�� �j�Q �?�W�( "L�@�B�9 �$"-�7�W�_��}88{ 
And before long you will certainly know its truth. 

   



 

Surah Az-Zumar 

Belief in the oneness of Allah is called “Tauheed”. When we believe 

that only Allah is our Lord and only He himself is the Creator, the 

Owner, the Provider and the Master of our destiny, then all our 

worship will be purely for Allah, all our hopes will be associated only 

with Allah; consequently our major concern will be to win His 

pleasure and likewise our only fear will be of His anger or 

displeasure. This is the first and foremost pillar of Islam and we 

have to hold tight to it because to associate any partner with Allah 

completely overturns the whole structure of one’s religion. Thus we 

see that in the Surahs which were revealed in Makkah, the principle 

of Tauheed was strengthened into the hearts of the believers, along 

with vivid descriptions of the life of the hereafter, so that they 

could clearly see the absurdity of the glamorous world of idols that 

the disbelievers had created around Ka’ba in the name of religion. 

Surah Az-Zumar is also one of the Surahs of the Makkan period, and 

revolves around the main theme of Tauheed and openly challenges 

the disbelievers to face the fact that there is no substance in their 

false idols and if they don’t accept the true religion they will face 

unending torment of Hell fire. 

It begins with an open declaration from Allah: 
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Now, surely, sincere obedience is due to Allah (alone) and (as for) those who 
take guardians besides Him, (saying), We do not serve them save that they 
may make us nearer to Allah, surely Allah will judge between them in that in 
which they differ; surely Allah does not guide him aright who is a liar, 
ungrateful. 

 

Although we believe in the unseen and have faith in Allah and the 

angels and the Heaven and Hell without having seen them but Allah 

has displayed numerous signs in the universe for us to feel His 

presence. So in the next verses Allah makes us ponder over His signs 

of “Tauheed”: 
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He has created the heavens and the earth with the truth; He makes the night 
cover the day and makes the day overtake the night, and He has made the sun 
and the moon subservient; each one runs on to an assigned term; now surely 
He is the Mighty, the great Forgiver. 

 

How could all of this be happening with such precision and harmony if 

there were more gods except Allah? 

Then take a good look at your own self and see where have you come 

from? How can anyone be arrogant after reading this Ayat? Could 

anyone else design such creation other than Allah? 
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He has created you from a single being, then made its mate of the same (kind), 
and He has made for you eight of the cattle in pairs. He creates you in the 
wombs of your mothers-- a creation after a creation-- in triple darkness; that is 
Allah your Lord, His is the kingdom; there is no god but He; whence are you 
then turned away? 

 

Although after such solid proofs there should be no doubt in the 

Absolute Oneness of Allah, however it is very common that some 

people continue to hold fast to their wrong beliefs simply because of 

their rebellious attitude. They don’t want to accept the truth 

because then they will have to accept that they were not right. So 

this arrogance keeps them misguided. Allah is warning them that in 

such a case they will themselves be the losers: 
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If you disbelieve, then verily, Allâh is not in need of you, He likes not disbelief 

for His slaves. And if you are grateful (by being believers), He is pleased 

therewith for you. No bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of another. Then 

to your Lord is your return, so He will inform you what you used to do. Verily, 

He is the All-Knower of that which is in the hearts. 

It is very interesting to note that even those who stubbornly refuse 

to submit before Allah; call to Him when they face some calamity 

and know that no one can save them except Allah. However, as soon 

as they come out of that situation they act like they have completely 



forgotten whom they were calling in time of distress. Who are they 

fooling except themselves?  
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And when some hurt touches man, he cries to his Lord (Allâh Alone), turning to 

Him in repentance, but when He bestows a favour upon him from Himself, he 

forgets that for which he cried for before, and he sets up rivals to Allâh, in 

order to mislead others from His Path. Say: "Take pleasure in your disbelief for 

a while: surely, you are (one) of the dwellers of the Fire!" 

 Worship is not just a set of rituals to help you through difficult 

times, rather it is the expression of love and submission for the 

Creator at all times, especially in the quietness of night, when a true 

believer prostrates before the Lord of the universe, fearing the 

horrors of the day of recompense, yet at the same time hoping for 

Allah’s mercy: 
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Is one who is obedient to Allâh, prostrating himself or standing (in prayer) 

during the hours of the night, fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the Mercy of 

his Lord (like one who disbelieves)? Say: "Are those who know equal to those 

who know not?" It is only men of understanding who will remember (i.e. get a 

lesson from Allâh's Signs and Verses). 

What has enabled these people to develop this kind of relationship 

with Allah that keeps them awake at night? It is their knowledge 

that makes all the difference. The awareness that Allah is to be 

feared is the greatest knowledge. That is why we see that at the 



end of the above Ayat Allah honours these people by saying that 

those who know cannot be like the ones who do not know. 

Some people have been misled into believing that the Allah-fearing 

people must necessarily be living a pathetic life, having no comforts 

of the world. Allah puts an end to this misconception: 
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Say: O my servants who believe! be careful of (your duty to) your Lord; for 
those who do good in this world is good, and Allah's earth is spacious; only 
those who are patient will be paid back their reward in full without measure. 

 

Still some people fear that if they adopt the true religion and abide 

by its teachings then maybe people will make negative comments and 

single them out for ridicule. So in the following verses it seems as if 

Allah is saying “Why should you fear anyone except Me? Just tell 

them that this is what I have been ordered by the Lord, to purely 

worship Him and no one else......” 
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Say: I am commanded that I should serve Allah, being sincere to Him in 
obedience. 
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And I am commanded that I shall be the first of those who submit. 

 

If someone calls you a loser, tell them who the actual loser is....... 
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Then serve (worship) what you like besides Him. Say: The losers surely are 
those who shall have lost themselves and their families on the day of 
resurrection; now surely that is the clear loss. 

 

What a terrible punishment they will face: 
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They shall have coverings of fire above them and coverings beneath them; with 
that Allah makes His servants to fear, so be careful of (your duty to) Me, O My 
servants! 

 

Sometimes we think that staying pure in this day and age is next to 

impossible and how can we give up certain things which have become 

so essential to us even though they lead us away from Allah’s path? 

At such times we must remember that this life is just a test and 

maybe it takes a lot of struggle to give up things which displease 

Allah but then see how much reward there is for those who stay 

away from wrong ways: 
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And (as for) those who keep off from the worship of the idols and turn to Allah, 
they shall have good news, therefore give good news to My servants, 
 

How do these people manage to stay away from evil? Are they born 

lucky? Allah tells us that they have two qualities due to which they 

get guidance; one is that they listen carefully and then they act upon 

what is good.... 
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Those who listen to the word, then follow the best of it; those are they whom 
Allah has guided, and those it is who are the men of understanding. 

 

In this life we have a choice of action. We can do good or bad. But 

once this test is over then we cannot change the results and there is 

no chance of a re-test. On one side there will be people burning in 

the hell and on the other side is such luxury, such beautiful 

description of Paradise....a promise from Allah and we know that He 

doesn’t go against His promises: 
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But (as for) those who are careful of (their duty to) their Lord, they shall have 
high places, above them higher places, built (for them), beneath which flow 
rivers; (this is) the promise of Allah: Allah will not fail in (His) promise. 

 

This Quran is full of these admonitions but then why don’t people 

take it seriously? Maybe Arabic is not their language but then what 

about the vast Arabic speaking world? Are they all living according 

to the Quranic teachings? Is Hadith their guiding principle in their 

day to day life? If not, then why is it so? We have been told in the 

Quran that Allah has made Quran easy to understand; revealed it in 

a language that is easy to learn. So if language is not a problem then 

why is it that so many Muslims are not following the true way of life 

and are not exactly reflecting a good representation of Islam? Allah 

gives the answer in the next Ayat: 
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What! is he whose heart Allah has opened for Islam so that he is in a light from 
his Lord (like the hard-hearted)? Nay, woe to those whose hearts are hardened 
against the remembrance of Allah; those are in clear error. 

 

This happens to be one of my most favourite Ayaat and fills me with 

a deep sense of gratitude to Allah. He has made us in such a 

beautiful way. We see and we hear and we receive information but 

the heart is the place where this information is processed. So if 

there is an acceptance in the heart for something then it is not only 

understood, rather its effect is circulated like blood in the whole 

body. On the other hand if the heart doesn’t open up, then no 

matter how logical or valid the information might be, it just won’t be 

understood or accepted by that person. This opening of the heart 

for truth is a special gift from Allah given to those who truly desire 

it, leaving aside their prejudices, willing to admit their mistakes, 

willing to take Allah as the most Superior-Being.......superior to their 

logic and their desires.....superior to their own sense of superiority. 

Otherwise we see people who become even more hard hearted if 

they are reminded about Allah or Islam, because Allah has put a seal 

on their hearts due to their rebellion and their bloated egos.  

See how Allah describes the effect of His words on the “open 

hearted” people: 
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Allâh has sent down the best statement, a Book (this Qur'ân), its parts 

resembling each other in goodness and truth, oft-repeated. The skins of those 

who fear their Lord shiver from it (when they recite it or hear it). Then their 

skin and their heart soften to the remembrance of Allâh. That is the guidance of 

Allâh. He Guides therewith whom He pleases and whomever Allâh sends astray, 

for him there is no guide. 

As for those who prefer to live by their own rules, here is a warning 

which makes my heart tremble in fear.........fear for the displeasure 

of Allah and His punishment: 
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Those before them rejected (prophets), therefore there came to them the 
chastisement from whence they perceived not. 
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So Allah made them taste the disgrace in this world's life, and certainly the 
punishment of the hereafter is greater; did they but know! 

 

For us Muslims, who have this Quran, there is no excuse for being 

ignorant or unaware. Allah has told us the same thing in countless 

ways: 
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And certainly We have set forth to men in this Quran similitudes of every sort in 
order that they may remember. 

 

In the clear Arabic language which has no ambiguity: 
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An Arabic Qur'ân, without any crookedness (therein) in order that they may 
avoid all evil (which Allâh has ordered them to avoid, fear Him and keep their 
duty to Him)  

 

The people of Makkah who were the first recipients of this 

magnificent revelation, believed in Allah as the creator of the world 

but they had appointed various idols as partners of Allah, and 

believed them to be the masters of their destiny. They couldn’t 

accept the message of Tauheed, even though it was being presented 

to them in Quran, which was their own language. Allah challenges 

their belief in the following Ayat: 
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And verily, if you ask them: "Who created the heavens and the earth?" Surely, 
they will say: "Allâh (has created them)." Say: "Tell me then, the things that 
you invoke besides Allâh, if Allâh intended some harm for me, could they 
remove His harm, or if He (Allâh) intended some mercy for me, could they 
withhold His Mercy?" Say : "Sufficient for me is Allâh; in Him those who trust 
(i.e. believers) must put their trust. 

 

They also doubted the concept of resurrection. Allah says, don’t 

they witness a death every night and then re-birth every morning of 

their lives? Who is the one who wakes them up when they lose all 

sense of their existence? 
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It is Allah who recalls the souls at the time of their death, and of the living 
during their sleep. then He withholds the souls of those on whom He has 
passed the decree of death and sends the others back till an appointed term; 
most surely there are signs in this for those who reflect. 

 

There are so many beautiful verses and ideas in the Quran which I 

yearn to share with those who have kept themselves stubbornly 

isolated from everything related to Allah and His religion and I feel 

such pity for them for this senseless deprivation but the problem is 

that they are not willing to listen....... 
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And when Allah alone is mentioned, the hearts of those who do not believe in 
the hereafter shrink, and when those besides Him are mentioned, lo! they are 
joyful. 

 

I wish they would know that this life is soon going to end and then 

we will all have to pay for all our sins........but the payment there is 

nothing but punishment.....our bank balances and grand houses and 

luxurious automobiles won’t have any worth at all.... 
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If the wrongdoers possessed all the treasures of the earth and as much more 

besides it, they would gladly offer it to redeem themselves from the painful 

punishment on the Day of Resurrection. For there will become apparent to them 

from Allah what they would never have imagined. 

And nobody would be able to deny anything because it will all be out 

in the open: 
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And the evils of that which they earned will become apparent to them, and they 
will be encircled by that which they used to mock at!  

 

When we read the verses which describe the punishment of the day 

of Judgement, it is quite natural to feel a heavy burden on the 

heart; and of course that’s what they are meant for in the first 

place, so that we might be persuaded to bring about a positive 

change in our attitude towards life. But Allah is so kind and merciful 

to us that He doesn’t want us to lose hope. So here is good news for 

all of us and especially those who mistakenly believe that they have 

gone so far in their wrong ways that now there is no use in turning 

back to the straight path....... 
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Say: O my servants! who have acted extravagantly against their own souls, do 
not despair of the mercy of Allah; surely Allah forgives the faults altogether; 
surely He is the Forgiving the Merciful. 

 

Some people stop here and think, ok this is great...we can live the 

way we want and of course it’s only human to make mistakes, so Allah 

is telling in the Quran that don’t be afraid and Allah will forgive us 

all our sins....?? No, it’s not meant like this; You have to read further 



to get the whole picture. Forgiveness is on condition that you repent 

to Allah and submit to His commands: 
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"And turn in repentance and in obedience with true Faith (Islâmic Monotheism) 
to your Lord and submit to Him, (in Islâm), before the torment comes upon 
you, then you will not be helped.  

 

So that covers the past and the present. Repent for the past sins 

and make a decision now to submit before Allah and accept His 

religion; But, what to do in future? Islam is a complete religion so it 

takes care of all three phases of our lives: 
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And follow the best that has been revealed to you from your Lord before there 
comes to you the punishment all of a sudden while you do not even perceive; 

 

Allah is again warning us here that we should not let ourselves 

procrastinate about this decision of Tauba (Repentance) to Allah. 

Shaitan knows how powerful this treatment is to the soul of a 

believer. He knows how it will give him energy to move in life, all 

refreshed and clean; and hopeful and optimistic.....believing in Allah 

with an open heart and doing everything to Please His Lord......so the 

devil spares no effort in making us delay this process until the time 

when the person will eventually lose his resolve and thus will plunge 

back into the devil’s obedience instead of Allah’s worship. 

Thus Allah warns us:  
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Lest a person should say: "Alas, my grief that I was undutiful to Allâh and I was 
indeed among those who mocked at the truth (the Qur'ân, and Muhammad SAW 
and at the faithful believers, etc.)  

 �w�2�'	B!�� ���� 	s+�-�� )������
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Or (lest) he should say: "If only Allâh had guided me, I should indeed have 
been among the pious and righteous persons " 
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Or (lest) he should say when he sees the torment: "If only I had another 

chance (to return to the world) then I should indeed be among the excellent 

ones.” 

If someone neglects his duty in this world and goes to the next one 

without accepting Allah’s guidance then no such excuse will be 

accepted from him. Rather it will be said: 
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Aye! My communications came to you, but you rejected them, and you were 
proud and you were one of the unbelievers. 

 

What a pity it is that we don’t realize the greatness of Allah. Isn’t 

that why we remain heedless in spite of all the warnings? 
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And they have not honoured Allah with the honour that is due to Him; and the 
whole earth shall be in His grip on the day of resurrection and the heavens 
rolled up in His right hand; glory be to Him, and may He be exalted above what 
they associate (with Him). 



 

Have we ever visualized about the Day of Judgement? Have we ever 

been curious what is going to happen to us? Or is our imagination 

limited only to the petty affairs of this world? 
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And the earth shall shine with the light of its Lord, and the Book shall be laid 
down, and the prophets and the witnesses shall be brought up, and judgment 
shall be given between them with justice, and they shall not be dealt with 
unjustly. 

 

Imagine how everyone will be given their share according to their 

deeds. There will be no injustice.... 
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And every soul shall be paid back fully what it has done, and He (Allah) knows 
best what they do. 

 

And when the wrong doers will be led to the doors of Hell, the 

guardians will ask them with surprise- had no one warned them of 

their end? Had no one read to them the verses of their Lord? 
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And those who disbelieved will be driven to Hell in groups, till, when they reach 

it, the gates thereof will be opened (suddenly like a prison at the arrival of the 



prisoners). And its keepers will say, "Did not the Messengers come to you from 

yourselves, reciting to you the Verses of your Lord, and warning you of the 

Meeting of this Day of yours?" They will say: "Yes, but the Word of torment has 

been justified against the disbelievers! 

Just imagine how painful it will be to accept their mistake on that 

day in front of so many people and knowing that they are going to be 

thrown into the fire like useless rubbish..... How great will be the 

shame and regret....... (Astahgfirullah) 

But this is not all; there is going to be another crowd, groups of 

honoured people who will be led to the Paradise. Look at the welcome 

they receive... 
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And those who are careful of (their duty to) their Lord shall be conveyed to the 
garden in companies; until when they come to it, and its doors shall be opened, 
and the keepers of it shall say to them: Peace be on you, you have done well; 
therefore enter it to abide. 

 

Isn’t it simply beautiful.....Such a glorious reward for such fine 

people, who lived their lives in complete obedience and submission to 

their Lord; Forever fearing his anger and striving for His 

pleasure.....all the while having an undying conviction in the promises 

of Allah.............Just feel their pleasure at having reached their final 

destination for which they had worked and prayed all their lives: 
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And they will say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allâh Who has fulfilled His 

Promise to us and has made us inherit (this) land. We can dwell in Paradise 

where we will; how excellent a reward for the (pious good) workers!" 



And thus the test and its judgement will come to an end. The angels 

will surround the throne of Allah and will glorify Him with His 

praises: 
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And you will see the angels surrounding the Throne (of Allâh) from all round, 
glorifying the praises of their Lord (Allâh). And they (all the creatures) will be 
judged with truth, and it will be said. All the praises and thanks be to Allâh, the 
Lord of the 'Alamîn (mankind, jinns and all that exists)." 

 

With this the “picture” comes to an end. It’s like Allah has just 

taken us on a tour of our future. We have seen the hell and the 

Paradise. The sad regrets of the people going into hell are 

resounding in my heart, just side by side with the joyous 

exclamations of the victorious ones...........The question is; Which 

group do I belong to?  

And, what about you? Where do you see yourself? As the Prophet 

(s.a.w.) told us: 

Al Mar’u Ma’a Man Ahabba 

Meaning: A man will be with the one he loves 

So it means that the company I keep in this world is most likely to 

be my companions in the next world too. So take a look at those you 

love to hang out with.......where do you see them in this picture of the 

hereafter? 

And what about our own record of deeds? Take a good look at the 

journal of your life...... What have you accomplished so far? It’s all 

being written down, recorded with the minutest details; With an 

irremovable ink. The only thing that can wipe its writing is Tauba.....a 



sincere repentance. So take this decision while there is still time. 

Before the bell rings to announce the end of the test...... 
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 And the trumpet shall be blown, so all those that are in the heavens and all 
those that are in the earth shall swoon, except such as Allah please; then it 
shall be blown again, then lo! They shall stand up awaiting.... 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

Surah Al-Mu’min 

The Quran is a road map for us to follow in this journey of life, so 

that it can lead us to our final destination i.e. the Paradise. But to 

follow any set of directions one needs to have complete trust in its 

authenticity. The level of our trust will determine the degree of our 

attachment with this Book, which in turn will enable us to follow its 

teachings. Therefore Allah has sent us many reminders about the 

honourable status of Quran so that we can take its guidance with 

open eyes and an open heart.  

The opening verse of Surah Al-Mu’min is also one such reminder in 

which Allah tells us that this is not just any ordinary book you are 

holding; rather it is a revelation from the All-mighty Allah who 

knows everything. There is no author of any other book who can 

make this claim that he knows everything, therefore no book on 

earth can tell you everything. No knowledge is complete except 

Allah’s knowledge and therefore no book is complete except the 

Quran: 
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 The revelation of the Book is from Allah, the All-Mighty, the All-Knowing, 

 

Allah has blessed each one of us with unique talents and capabilities 

and to attain the highest level of success we need to use these 

talents and live a productive wholesome life. But to be able to live 

fully one needs to have peace of mind, otherwise life just goes round 

and round in circles and we don’t get to achieve even half of what we 



could have done. Most of the people feel a burden on their hearts 

which takes away all their energy and initiative. It’s just like running 

in a race carrying a sack of goods on your back......can you imagine 

yourself winning the race in such a way? But what are the burdens 

we carry in our hearts which hinder our progress in life? It is the 

burden of sins; the guilt and regret of years of negligence; and the 

worries for an uncertain future. Apparently it seems that there is no 

way out of it; but Allah is so kind, He gives us the solution in the 

following verse: 
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 The Forgiver of the faults and the Acceptor of repentance, Severe to punish, 
Lord of bounty; there is no god but He; to Him is the final return. 

 

Just concentrate upon each of Allah’s attributes mentioned here and 

see how simple it is to put everything before Him. The only thing we 

need to do is to submit to His obedience, make a sincere repentance 

for the past sins and negligence and then feel the assurance of His 

forgiveness. He accepts all our intentions for the future too; as 

“Tauba” is not complete without it. We make a commitment before 

Him that we will live according to His Book and the teachings of His 

Prophet (s.a.w) and immediately we feel the hope and energy inside 

our heart that Allah will help us to do it. But if we don’t avail this 

opportunity of self purification, and think that we are fine just as 

we are and don’t need to change our way of life, then not only Allah 

increases the burden on our heart but He is also swift in His 

punishment. There is no escape from recompense because we all have 

to return to Him. How awesome it is that all this has been revealed 

in just one verse......the same thing for which I used so many words 



and sentences.............what more proof do we need for the greatness 

of the Quran? But there are still a lot of people who cannot feel any 

significance for this great Book. Look at what Allah has to say about 

them: 
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 None dispute concerning the communications of Allah but those who 
disbelieve, therefore let not their going to and fro in the cities deceive you. 

 

Quran is full of the incidents of those people who denied its 

teachings and then see what punishments they faced...... 
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The people of Nûh (Noah) and the confederates after them denied (their 

Messengers) before these, and every (disbelieving) nation plotted against their 

Messenger to seize him, and disputed by means of falsehood to refute 

therewith the truth. So I seized them (with punishment), and how (terrible) 

was My punishment!  

In all the nations which came one after the other since the creation 

of the world, Allah sent His messengers to guide the people to the 

truth but they all faced rejection from a majority of the people. 

Even those few who believed in the true guidance were made into an 

object of ridicule and hatred. This rejection from the society tends 

to depress the believers and they feel isolated and insecure. But 

Look at the inspirational verses that follow in which Allah assures 

the true believers that He is on their side, and His angels are 

constantly praying for all those who believe in Allah and make a true 



commitment to follow the right way even if it’s difficult at times to 

do so..... 
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Those (angels) who bear the Throne (of Allâh) and those around it glorify the 
praises of their Lord, and believe in Him, and ask forgiveness for those who 
believe (in the Oneness of Allâh) (saying): "Our Lord! You comprehend all 
things in mercy and knowledge, so forgive those who repent and follow Your 
Way, and save them from the torment of the blazing Fire!  
 

How beautiful is this prayer! The angels know that the greatest 

pleasure for man is to share his pleasures with his family and 

friends. Even in paradise his happiness will be complete when he will 

be in the company of his beloved people. So they pray for the 

believers to be blessed with this delight in Paradise.........to enjoy the 

company of their beloved people:  

���=�c��*8 ���� �d���e ����, � =)�'�W�, 9���	
 FU�'�W �7�)Y�S �� =���N�:�H�, ��Y)*�@ 
  �����P�	
  �������	
 �I.�H �a).�� ���=���)�[@�%�, ���=�S
�,�f�H�,}8{ 

"Our Lord! And make them enter the 'Adn (Eden) Paradise (everlasting 
Gardens) which you have promised them, and to the righteous among their 
fathers, their wives, and their offspring! Verily, You are the All-Mighty, the All-
Wise.   
 

This Ayat also gives us a sense of responsibility that while we are 

making any progress towards gaining Allah’s pleasure and doing good 

deeds to enter paradise we should also take care of our families and 

friends that they should not be deprived of this guidance. We have 

to take them along with us to this path of success. 
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"And save them from (the punishment, because of what they did of) the sins, 
and whomsoever You save from (the punishment, because of what they did of) 
the sins (i.e. excuse them) that Day, him verily, You have taken into mercy." 
And that is the supreme success.  

 

So next time if you feel like crying because of all the opposition you 

have to face in the way of Allah, remember these Ayaat and be 

happy on this wonderful support you have!! And if you feel 

pressurised by the environment to follow the trends then take a 

moment and revise your commitment with Allah: 
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So, call you (O Muhammad SAW and the believers) upon (or invoke) Allâh 
making (your) worship pure for Him (Alone) (by worshipping none but Him and 
by doing religious deeds sincerely for Allâh's sake only and not to show-off and 
not to set up rivals with Him in worship). However much the disbelievers (in 
the Oneness of Allâh) may hate (it).  

 

And don’t worry about any loss of status or peoples’ approval; 

remember that true status is with Allah: 

 

 ���� `��n�� ��� o���W �T�0���H ���� �L,p0	
 9�&�� � �]�0���	
 ,�% �7��S�@)'	
  q��1�@
 �r���)�	
 �M���� �@�/Y ��	 �T�:��<�W}15{ 

(He is Allâh) Owner of High Ranks and Degrees, the Owner of the Throne. He 
sends the Inspiration by His Command to any of His slaves He wills, that he 
(the person who receives inspiration) may warn (men) of the Day of Mutual 
Meeting (i.e. The Day of Resurrection).  

  

Mostly we let our desires govern our minds and that’s why we have 

such a lethargic attitude towards religion. There is so much we don’t 

know because of our self imposed ignorance but isn’t it strange that 



often we fail to follow even those things which we know are right 

and important. We keep putting them off because our concept about 

accountability is very blurred. Also we tend to avoid talking or 

thinking about our death or about the day when we will have to face 

the consequences of our actions. So the importance of Allah’s 

obedience becomes more and more obscure from our minds. Thus to 

save mankind from utter loss and destruction, Allah ordered all His 

Messengers to warn the people about the day of recompense: 
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 And warn them of the day that draws near, when hearts shall rise up to the 
throats, grieving inwardly; the unjust shall not have any compassionate friend 
nor any intercessor who should be obeyed. 

 

 This fear of the day of Judgement is something which breaks our 

desire to do things which have been prohibited and motivates us into 

doing good deeds to please Allah who will be the one and only Master 

and Judge on that day: 
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 And Allah judges with the truth; and those whom they call upon besides Him 
cannot judge aught; surely Allah is the Hearing, the Seeing. 

 

Now it so happens that when you act upon Allah’s command and you 

decide to tell people about the reality of life, warning them of the 

horrible punishments that Allah has listed down in the Quran; most 

people don’t like it at all and often turn nasty in their defensive 

attitude. It’s quite similar to waking a person from deep sleep, 



especially one who loves to sleep......... you will not expect him to 

thank you for reminding him that he is getting late for work....on the 

contrary there can be a lot of negative reaction.....so that is the case 

with warning people about the consequences of their disobedience to 

Allah’s. It is never easy but it’s the duty of every believer to spread 

this awareness.  

Now Allah gives us an example of one such believer who took a stand 

to speak the truth even at the cost of putting his life at risk. The 

story begins when Musa (a.s) was sent to the Pharaoh and his people: 
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And certainly We sent Musa with Our communications and clear authority, 
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To Fir'aun (Pharaoh), Hâmân and Qârûn (Korah), but they called (him): "A 
sorcerer, a liar!"  

 

But when Pharaoh saw that people were starting to believe in Musa’s 

teachings, he threatened to kill Musa (a.s) to put an end to the 

Message along with the Messenger: 
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 And Firon said: Let me alone that I may kill Musa and let him call upon his 
Lord; surely I fear that he will change your religion or that he will make 
mischief to appear in the land. 

 

Normally such a threat from such a mighty force as Pharaoh would 

take the guts out of anyone, but look at the power of faith that is 

reflected in the words of Musa (a.s) who calmly replied: 
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And Musa said: Surely I take refuge with my Lord and-- your Lord from every 
proud one who does not believe in the day of reckoning. 

 

This is the beauty of Tauheed that when you fear Allah alone and 

take Him as your Lord, then all other forces will seem worthless as 

compared to Allah’s power. Fear of Allah is the only fear that makes 

you brave! 

 So what happened next was that a person among the courtiers of 

Pharaoh who had not so far disclosed the fact that he had become a 

believer in Allah and His Messengers, stood up in support of Musa 

(a.s) and said: 
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And a believing man of Firon's people who hid his faith said: What! will you slay 
a man because he says: My Lord is Allah, and indeed he has brought to you 
clear arguments from your Lord? And if he be a liar, on him will be his lie, and if 
he be truthful, there will befall you some of that which he threatens you (with); 
surely Allah does not guide him who is extravagant, a liar: 

 

The important thing to learn from his statement is that the courage 

of faith does not mean that we have to be loud and unnecessarily 

rude to prove our point; rather true courage should enable us to face 

the opponent with dignity and firm conviction, using logic and clear 

reasoning. This wisdom is also a gift from Allah to those who really 



fear Him in all situations; and for whom the actual motive is not to 

proclaim their own greatness, but they seek to glorify Allah’s honour 

at all times. 

So this “Mu’min”, this true believer reminds his people of their 

actual helplessness before Allah in case He sent His punishment, 

because they would not be able to save themselves from it, in spite 

of the fact that they were rulers and were dominant in the land. He 

then gives them examples of the perished nations: 
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And he who believed said: "O my people! Verily, I fear for you a fate like that 
day (of disaster) of the Confederates (of old)!  
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The like of what befell the people of Nuh and Ad and Samood and those after 
them, and Allah does not desire injustice for (His) servants; 

 

Like every true believer, his real focus was on the Akhirah, so he 

warns them: 
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 And, O my people! I fear for you the day of calling out, 
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 A Day when you will turn your backs and flee having no protector from Allâh, 
And whomsoever Allâh sends astray, for him there is no guide.  

 

The Pharaoh saw that what he was saying was true and he might 

succeed in influencing the people, so he tried to distract the 



audience by his non serious remarks. What he did not know was that 

all his schemes will avail him nothing but destruction: 
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 And Firon said: O Haman! build for me a tower that I may attain the means of 
access, 
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 The means of access to the heavens, then reach the god of Musa, and I surely 
think him to be a liar. And thus the evil of his deed was made fairseeming to 
Firon, and he was turned away from the Right Way; and the schemes of Firon 
led him to nothing but destruction. 

 

The believer continues with his speech unwaveringly, as he is neither 

oppressed by the threats nor is he angered by the ridicule of 

Pharaoh. This is really true courage and determination........to remain 

focused on one’s own purpose and not let others disturb your 

emotional equilibrium: 
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 And he who believed said: O my people! follow me; I will guide you to the right 
course; 
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 O my people! this life of the world is only a (passing) enjoyment, and surely 
the hereafter is the abode to settle; 

 

How well he understood and conveyed the reality of life. Surely it is 

a reflection of the fact that to be a believer doesn’t mean that you 

shut off your intellect and blindly follow some group wherever they 

might lead you. The truth is that Allah wants us to use our senses to 



understand His signs so that we can really absorb the spirit of the 

revelations. Just look at this person’s clarity of thought and speech: 
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 Whoever does an evil, he shall not be recompensed (with aught) but the like of 
it, and whoever does good, whether male or female, and he is a believer, these 
shall enter the garden, in which they shall be given sustenance without 
measure. 

 

And at the end what inspires me greatly about this character is his 

absolute faith in Allah, his constant remembrance of Allah, which 

doesn’t let him get carried away with any self projection. He doesn’t 

care whether he scored any points with his audience rather he 

remembers that his actual judge is Allah and not people.........no 

wonder Allah refers to him as “Al-Mu’min” The believer: 
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 So you shall remember what I say to you, and I entrust my affair to Allah, 
Surely Allah is the All-seer of His servants. 

 

So Allah saved him from all those evil plots that Pharaoh and his 

people devised against him: 
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 So Allah protected him from the evil (consequences) of what they planned, and 
the most evil punishment overtook Firon's people: 

 

There are many lessons to be learned from this story but the most 

important thing is that we should compare our attitude with this 



believer and evaluate our level of faith........because we also make 

claims of having faith in Allah and His message. But faith is 

something that should be etched deep in our heart and our actions 

should reflect it. Allah has promised to help all those who have true 

faith in Him, not only in this world but also the next: 
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 Most surely We help Our messengers, and those who believe, in this world's 
life and on the day when the witnesses shall stand 

 

And what will be the fate of the wrongdoers? Ask anyone about why 

they don’t obey Allah’s commands and they will be full of excuses. 

But what will be the use of these excuses in the hereafter? 
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 The day on which their excuses shall not benefit the unjust, and for them is 
curse and for them is the evil abode. 

 

And if someone thinks that why should we worry about something 

that might happen after an infinite time, let them read the following 

verse carefully: 
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 Most surely the hour is coming, there is no doubt therein, but most people do 
not believe. 

 

But people continue to deny these plain warnings from the Lord. 

Allah says, very soon they will know: 
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 Those who reject the Book and that with which We have sent Our Messenger; 
but they shall soon come to know, 

 

What will be the use of acknowledging the truth when a great 

torment will overcome all those who chose to deny it in this life? 
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When the fetters and the chains shall be on their necks; they shall be dragged 
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Into boiling water, then in the fire shall they be burned; 

 

As we read these verses we should imagine the probability of us 

being in such a condition and then we should pray for forgiveness. 

May Allah save us all from the fire. (Ameen) We should understand 

that Allah has made everything in this universe with a purpose and 

the creation of Man was not so that he could roam around in the land 

in an aimless pursuit of amusement, without caring whether he might 

be breaking his covenant with Allah. This is the attitude which 

angers Allah so much: 
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That is because you exulted in the land unjustly and because you behaved 
insolently. 

 

Another thing which invites Allah’s punishment is to be proud of 

one’s own knowledge and to make fun of the Messengers as well as 

the Message of Allah: 
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Then when their Messengers came to them with clear proofs, they were glad 
(and proud) with that which they had of the knowledge (of worldly things): 
And that at which they used to mock, surrounded them (i.e. the punishment).  

 

It is human nature that no matter how arrogant someone might be; 

when he finds himself trapped in any calamity then he calls out to 

Allah: 
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 But when they saw Our punishment, they said: We believe in Allah alone and 
we deny what we used to associate with Him. 

 

But there is a time limit for everything. The opportunity for Tauba 

is available to us only until we are alive and once the disbelievers will 

be facing their punishment then it will not matter whether they 

believe in Allah or not......... 
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But after seeing our punishment, their professing the faith (Islam) was of no 
use to them; such was the practise of Allah in dealing with His servants in the 
past, and Thus the disbelievers were utterly lost. 

 

We human beings are so perceptive of profit and loss in all areas of 

life. We don’t do anything for free. Even a child evaluates what he 

will gain out of any situation. So how strange it is if we are not 



bothered about gaining any benefit from our entire life? If we don’t 

invest our time and energy to gain the rewards of the permanent life 

of the hereafter, then what are we doing here? What good is there 

in just working for this temporary life which is going to end anyway? 

What are we going to do after that? The time to think for that is 

now......not tomorrow or the day after but now ...........the time for 

Tauba is now, not next year or next Ramadan but now..... 



Bismillahir Rahman-ir Rahim 

Surah Ha-Meem As-Sajdah 

The names, Al-Rahman and Al-Raheem, signify the extreme mercy 

and compassion of Allah and since the opening verse of this Surah 

tells us, that this Quran and this Surah is a revelation of the Al-

Rahman and Al-Raheem, I feel as if the Quran is actually a gift of 

love from the Lord of the Universe to Man......His best creation..... to 

whom He gave the power to think and the faculties to live a life of 

consciousness. It was due to His extreme love and mercy that He 

gave us this source of guidance, so that we might not get lost in the 

confusion of this world...... 
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This is revealed by the Compassionate, the Merciful (Allah) 
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a Book whose verses are well explained, a Qur’an in the Arabic language for 
people who understand. 

 

The word “Fussilat ” in the above Ayat is also the other name for 

this Surah; and it means “well-explained”. Why do we need 

explanation? It is a fact that a lot of books fail to give any help to 

the readers in their lives because of their complex language and 

unrealistic ideas. When you read such a book you might admire it for 

its grand style but you cannot get any benefit out of it. But Allah 

made the Quran simple for everyone to understand because its 

purpose was to guide people out of darkness of ignorance into the 

light of awareness. Therefore each and every concept has been 

repeatedly explained in different ways so that it becomes vivid and 

clear to readers of all levels of intellect. 



And thus, these clear words of Allah give good news to the righteous 

ones and they find peace and happiness in its reading; and also it 

gives a clear warning to the wrongdoers so that they should revert 

to the right way of life. But the majority of people don’t want to 

accept their mistakes, so they ignore the Quran and even refuse to 

listen to it because they want to avoid the feeling of guilt it inspires 

in them.  
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A giver of good news and admonition: yet most of the people turn their backs 

and do not listen. 

If they are advised to pay attention to the Quran because it is the 

strongest link with Allah, they make many excuses: 
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They say: “Our hearts are concealed in veils from the faith to which you call us, 

there is deafness in our ears and there is a barrier between you and us: so you 

work your way and we keep on working our way." 

It is a fact that those who don’t want to listen to the Quran and its 

truths create a barrier between themselves and the people who want 

to communicate its message to them. They might be living as a family 

under the same roof, or working together as colleagues but in their 

thinking they are poles apart. Therefore this barrier, although 

unseen, is so wide that even the simplest, straight forward things 

become impossible for them to understand. This attitude is very 

painful for the one who wants to save these misguided people from 

eternal loss. Like it was in the case of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w) 

who was trying to communicate Allah’s message to the people of 

Makkah, most of whom were defying the truth by their stubborn 



refusal to listen to it. Thus Allah comforts His Messenger in the 

following Ayat: 
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Say: I am only a mortal like you; it is revealed to me that your Allah is one 
Allah, therefore follow the right way to Him and ask His forgiveness; and woe 
to the polytheists; 

 

The people, who deny the true religion of Tauheed, should be made 

to realize that even if their excuses can be accepted, that they 

don’t have time for the Quran, or they find it too difficult to 

understand, still they cannot say that they can’t see any proof of it. 

Don’t they look at the signs in the universe? If they just observe 

with open eyes, they will find the truth written all over the skies and 

the earth: 
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Ask them: “Do you really deny the One Who created the earth in two periods 
and do you set up rivals in worship with Him while He is the Rabb of the worlds 
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He set upon it mountains towering high above its surface, He bestowed 

blessings upon it and in four periods provided it with sustenance according to 

the needs of all those who live in and ask for it. 

Just imagine someone who has to prepare different types of food 

for different members of the family and also has a variety of pets 

to feed. How difficult it would be to plan and shop and cook and 

serve. But look at Allah’s majestic powers and His superb planning. 



Such an endless variety of living creatures on the land, in the air and 

under the oceans........all requiring specific food at specific times and 

Allah provides for them all, day and night throughout their lives. 

What a miracle it is, if only we think! But if we ignore these signs 

then there is a clear warning: 
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Now if they turn away, say to them: “I have given you warning of a 

thunderbolt, like the thunderbolt which struck ‘Ad and Thamüd.” 

In the examples of ‘Aad and Thamud who were the perished nations 

of ancient times, there was one common factor that they resembled 

the disbelievers of Makkah in making excuses: 
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When their Rasools came to them from before and from behind, saying: 
“Worship none but Allah.” They replied: “If our Rabb wanted to send us a 
message, He would certainly have sent down angels, so we categorically deny 
the message with which you are sent." 

 

Just as the leaders of Quraish thought it beneath their dignity to 

accept the Prophet (s.a.w), similarly, the people of ‘Aad were also 

full of a false sense of superiority: 
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As for ‘Ad, they conducted themselves with arrogance in the land without any 

justification and said: “Who is stronger than us in might?” Could they not see 

that Allah Who created them, was mightier than them? Yet they continued to 

reject Our revelations. 

Allah has strongly forbidden “takabbar” (feeling of superiority) 

because the only one who is superior is Allah himself. No one else 

has the right to assume that he is better than others. So Allah gave 

them a terrible punishment in which they were destroyed by a 

strong chilly wind. It was painful as well as humiliating for those tall 

powerful men to be tossed about by something as light and 

apparently powerless as wind: 
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So, over a few ill-omened days, We let loose on them a furious hurricane to 

make them taste a shameful scourge in this life, but more shameful still will be 

the punishment of the hereafter, and they shall have none to help them. 

The people of Thamud were given guidance but like the disbelievers 

of Makkah they preferred to remain in darkness: 
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As for Thamüd, We offered them Our guidance, but they preferred to remain 

blind rather than to receive guidance towards the Right Way; so the 

thunderbolt of humiliating scourge seized them for their misdeeds, 

How terrible is the punishment for those who think that they can 

bypass Allah’s commands by making excuses, and are deluded into a 

false satisfaction that by finding fault with the religion and religious 

people, they can find justification for their own faults. (May Allah 

forgive us all) . Allah calls such people His enemies: 
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Imagine that Day when the enemies of Allah will be brought together and led to 

the hellfire in groups. 

Sometimes when I listen to the objections raised by such people who 

don’t want to surrender to the truth of Quran and Islam, I am 

baffled by their words and don’t understand what to say in response 

to their strange remarks. The way they can find fault with 

everything and lead the discussion away from relevant facts to far-

fetched theories and philosophies is too weird. But what will be the 

use of all this skill of dodging the truth when their own skin and 

bodies will testify against them?  
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Finally when they reach there, their ears, their eyes, and their skins will testify 

to their deeds. 

On that day they will be horrified at this unexpected turn of 

affairs, and will ask their skins, “Why did you testify against us?” 

Then their skins will give them a detailed reply, which will completely 

shatter the fool’s paradise in which they had been living so far: 
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And they will ask their skins: “Why did you testify against us?” Their skins will 
reply: “Allah Who gives the faculty of speech to everything, has made us speak. 
He is the One Who created you to begin with, and now to Him you are being 
brought back. 
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During your life on earth you used to hide yourselves while committing crimes, 
you never thought that your own ears, your own eyes and your own skins 
would ever testify against you. Rather you thought that even Allah had no 
knowledge of many things that you do 
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This thought of yours, which you entertained concerning your Rabb, has 
brought you to destruction and now you have become of those who are utterly 
lost." 

 

If we contemplate on these verses we see one word occurring three 

times and that is “zann ” which means idea, assumption or concept 

about something. It is stated here that mainly their wrong ways 

were due to their misconception. They had been misled by the 

assumption that Allah will not hold them accountable for their 

deeds. And this fearlessness caused them to live a carefree life. But 

why do we assume certain things or have misguided ideas in the first 

place? Why don’t we all accept the truth when we see it? Why do 

some people continue to hold fast to their wrong beliefs or mistaken 

ideas even though they don’t have any clear proof? The fact is that 

most people are greatly influenced by their environment. More than 

families, it is our friends who we accept as our role models. We try 

to follow them and want to be one of them. This desire to be owned 

and accepted, leads us to borrow their ideas and concepts about life 

and religion etc. Thus it becomes extremely important to make good, 

righteous friends, because your friends will always encourage you on 

whatever way of life they themselves are following. They will not let 

you analyse or find fault with the way things are, and so you will keep 

on thinking and doing what you have been doing all along, regardless 

of the fact whether it is right or wrong. 



 And then of course it depends on your own choice, what sort of 

people you enjoy to be with; and somehow fate lands you in exactly 

the same sort of company you desire:  
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We have assigned intimate companions, of like nature, for them Who make 

their past and present seem fair to them; and the same word (sentence of 

punishment) proved true against them, which overtook generations of jinn and 

men who have gone before them, that they shall surely be in loss. 

In this world they were proud to be their friends and admired them 

like idols but in Akhirah when the reality will be exposed in front of 

them, they will have a complete change of heart and will wish to take 

revenge from those “friends” who led them to this destruction: 
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Wherein, the disbelievers will say: “Our Rabb! Show us those among jinns and 

mankind who misled us: we shall trample them under our feet so that they 

become utterly disgraced." 

What a sad end for those who seem so carefree and cheerful in this 

world, among their group of friends. In any gathering you can see 

scores of them standing together and laughing and joking endlessly. 

As if they have no care nor worry in their life. While the pious, 

careful person, focused on his purpose of life, fearful of Allah’s 

displeasure, forever alert and conscious about his actions, might be 

standing alone. After all who wants to hear about his concerns for 

the Akhirah? Who wants to be reminded that this world and its 



pleasures are just an illusion? So the righteous ones, the Allah 

conscious people might at times be rejected and left alone and the 

onlooker might think of them as unlucky or have pity on them but 

Allah has put it into a completely different perspective. He has sent 

such marvellous good news for these lonely people, in the following 

verses that touch the very core of my soul every time I come across 

them. Together these verses (30 to 36) make up one of the most 

powerful reminders in the Quran which can lead you to unimaginable 

heights of success if you follow them consistently.  

It begins with the core value of our religion- “An undying conviction 

in Allah”: 
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As for those who say: “Our God is Allah,” and then stay firm on it, the angels 

will descend on them, saying: “Let nothing fear or grieve you. Rejoice for the 

good news of paradise that has been promised to you. 

When we say “Rabbunallah” (Allah is our Lord) these are not simply a 

set of words, rather it is a declaration that for all times we have 

decided to put our faith in Allah, and that; our love, our trust, our 

devotion and our worship is only for Allah. If we love people it is 

because of His sake, if we give to someone, it is for His sake, we live 

for His sake and we die for His sake. This is our oath and we live by 

it...... 	*'���.��
J	 ��!d  (then they are firm on it) means that it is not 

just a tide of emotions coming one way and going the other 

way.....No, it should be an everlasting conviction......like a rock....... 

which is not influenced by any other force. The angels descend on 

such people who have (or want to have) this kind of faith. This is a 

miracle they experience in their lives, when in times of extreme 



distress some unseen hand puts a balm on their wounds, in times of 

hopelessness and discouragement, someone puts hope in their 

heart......by whispering to them the good news of an everlasting 

paradise.....these are the unseen angels and they give assurance of 

their friendship in both the worlds: 
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We are your friends/protectors in this life and in the hereafter. There you shall 
find all that your souls desire and all that you can ask for:  
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A hospitable gift from the All-Forgiving, All-Merciful." 

You might be discouraged from calling other people to the right way, 

connecting them to their Lord, because then lots of people might 

turn against you, and you will be isolated, but Allah says that nothing 

can be better than this: 
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Who is better in speech than the one who calls people towards Allah, does good 

deeds and says: “I am a Muslim?" 

Although it’s true that when you start on this journey of truth; 

conveying to people their real purpose of life, there are going to be 

several problems and obstructions on the way, You will win a few 

friends and a lot of enemies too, But the secret of success lies in 

the ability to respond kindly and politely to all unkindness. To the 

ordinary mind, it might seem impossible to politely ignore aggressive 

behaviour or to be kind and considerate for those who have openly 

insulted you, but for someone who began with “Rabbunallah” it isn’t 



impossible to replace this unpleasantness with goodness because he 

knows he is doing it for Allah and he has the assurance of a best 

reward from Allah: 
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Good deeds are not equal to the evil ones. Repel other’s evil deeds with your 

good deeds. You will see that he with whom you had enmity, will become your 

close friend. 

It is so true that even enemies can become friends if you can 

control yourself and continue to be good to them even if they have 

done you harm. But unconditional and one-sided goodness is not easy, 

and it requires loads of stamina and patience. Not everybody can do 

that, rather it is a privilege enjoyed by those very few people who 

really and truly want to please Allah above everything else; so much 

so that their own ego or desires don’t come in their way when they 

put up with insults with a smile on their face knowing that every such 

incident is raising their status in Allah’s eyes even if people might 

think that they are being humiliated. That is why Allah says: 
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But none will attain this quality except those who patiently endure and none 

will attain this quality except those who are truly fortunate. 

The greatest hurdle in this way is the Satan, who spares no effort in 

arousing negative feelings in us so that we might respond in an 

equally bad way to whatever discouragement we encounter. We need 

to be strong against this urge to take revenge and the only way to 

remain steadfast is to seek Allah’s protection: 
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If any time you are tempted by Shaitãn, seek refuge with Allah. It is He Who 

hears all and knows all. 

Thus a believer’s life revolves around Allah, beginning with a strong 

faith in Him, doing everything for Allah’s sake, keeping on the right 

path under all sorts of pressures, and seeking Allah’s help all along 

the way because a believer knows that he himself is nothing unless 

he has Allah’s support with Him. And he also has conviction that for 

Allah nothing is impossible.  

In the next Ayat, Allah brings our attention to our ultimate end: 

that is resurrection and the permanent life of the hereafter. It is 

important to remain focused on our real purpose of life, which is to 

attain Allah’s pleasure and to be saved from the punishment of Hell-

fire. So that even after all our efforts, if we don’t see any positive 

results in this life, we should still not lose hope. We must remember 

that Allah is recording every single act that we do for His sake, and 

we will see its reward in the hereafter.  

The disbelievers of Makkah could not accept the concept of 

resurrection. They thought it was impossible that they would be 

born again when they had become dust and bones. So Allah has given 

a proof of it from the signs we observe in our daily lives: 
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And among His other signs is the earth that you see barren; but when We send 

down rain upon it, it stirs to life and its yield increases. Surely He Who gives it 

life, will raise the dead to life. Surely He has power over all things. 

 

 

Still they used to ask the Prophet (s.a.w) in a mocking way when will 

the Day of Recompense arrive? To this Allah has the answer in the 

following Ayat: 
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To Him Alone is referred the knowledge of the Hour of Doom. No fruit comes 

out of its sheath, nor does a female conceive, nor she gives birth but with His 

knowledge. On the Day of Judgment when Allah will ask the unbelievers: 

“Where are those partners that you associated with Me?” They will answer: 

“We confess to you that none of us can vouch for them." 

Even today some people are very fond of making predictions and 

assumptions about when the “Qiyamat” (Hour of Doom) is going to 

happen. But what we need to worry about is: how we are going to 

stand before Allah and answer for our deeds? As for the people who 

prefer to remain forgetful about the Akhirah, their punishment on 

earth is that they are overly conscious and sensitive about their 

gains and losses of this worldly life. Thus life for them becomes a 

never ending cycle of worries and tension: 
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Man is never tired of praying for good, but when any evil befalls him, he loses 

hope and is in despair 



It is ironical that normally they deny Allah’s message and reject the 

need for religion but when it comes to their worldly interests they 

suddenly remember Allah: 
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When We bestow favors on man, he turns away and drifts off to another side; 
and when an evil befalls him, he comes with lengthy supplications.  
 

Making duas (supplications) is not being condemned here, but it is 
their attitude of remembering Allah only when they have a problem, 

which is not right. Our relationship with Allah should not be just for 

asking favours only, and then doing whatever we feel is okay, putting 

aside the clear instructions outlined in the Quran and Sunnah. 

Rather, it is mandatory upon us that we should pay attention to our 

responsibility too. What is the purpose of our life?  

Is it just to follow where everybody else is going?  

Is it just to follow the desires of our hearts? 

Is it just to gain a lot of wealth and comforts to live in a grand 

style? 

Is this life without an end? 

Is it logical to think that the good people and the bad ones will have 

the same end, i.e. to become dust and bones and forgotten forever? 

Don’t we want to think?  

The problem is that unless we connect ourselves with the greatest 

source of guidance, which is the Quran, we can never really grasp 

these realities. So the greatest loss for anybody is to be deprived 

of this connection with the Quran. How rightly Allah says: 
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O Prophet, ask them: “Have you ever considered: if this Qur’an is really from 

Allah and you deny it, who can be more astray than you who have gone too far 

in defying Him?” 



This confusion about Islam and Quran that has been caused today by 

negative propaganda as well as animosity among the Muslims due to 

their differences of opinion, has given a lot many people the lame 

excuse of saying goodbye to religion completely from their lives. 

They think that, since nothing is clear, so now they have no 

responsibility of finding the truth. But Allah says that soon there 

will come a time when they will have to admit that there was no 

confusion in the Quran, and it was, and is, and will remain, the 

greatest, most vivid truth on earth: 
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Soon shall We show them Our signs in the universe and in their own souls, until 

it becomes clear to them that this Qur’an is indeed the truth. Is it not enough 

that your Rabb is a witness over everything? 

The confusion is not in Islam or in the Quran but it is in their own 

minds......... and the heart of the matter is that they doubt their 

meeting with the Lord.  
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Now surely they are in doubt about meeting their Rabb! Now surely it is He 
Who encompasses everything.  

 

Anyone who has faith in Akhirah and accountability cannot sit 

purposelessly, but will do all he can to prepare to look good for that 

encounter with the Creator and King of the Worlds. The hope of 

being accepted into Allah’s Mercy and the fear of possible rejection 

and humiliation in front of whole mankind on that decisive day has 

enough force to open our eyes. But how can we hope to achieve this 

level of conviction without reading about it in the Quran and Hadith? 

How can we hope to have any motivation to work for Akhirah without 



getting the exact knowledge about it from these authentic sources? 

The level of conviction depends upon our knowledge and constant 

remembrance. And this conviction will take us out of our confusion 

and will make our goals clear, and the path towards complete success 

will become easy to walk upon. InshaAllah. 
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                       Surah Ash-Shura  

                                     (Para- 25) 

In today’s world of chaos and confusion, poverty and inflation, 

hunger and war, lawlessness and terrorism, there is an ever growing 

need for peace above everything else. But the question is: who will 

bring this peace in our lives, on an individual as well as national and 

international level, and how and when is it going to happen? Why is it 

that people and nations are blaming each other for everything and 

nobody is doing anything constructive about it except for fighting 

more wars and killing people in the name of peace? And among 

Muslims the question arises that why doesn’t Allah stop the 

oppressors and terrorists from destroying our lives? These days the 

newspapers and all news channels are busy in collecting horrifying 

statistics about how many people have been killed in which attack 

and how many suicide bombings have taken place in the last so many 

days or months. It seems as if a third of the mankind is busy killing 

and another third is just being killed and the remaining third is busy 

speculating or selling their newspapers because of all this 

sensationalism. 

There seems to be no way out, but as always, I found that all the 

answers are there in the Quran. And as I was sitting at my study 

table, reading and absorbing the message of this Surah, it really 

opened my eyes, more than ever before, that complete peace and 

harmony in this world cannot be attained unless and until each and 

every one of us knows and implements the way of life that has been 

chosen by the Creator Himself for the whole mankind. This way of 

life is Islam, which means peace. It was for this purpose that since 



the beginning of time Allah sent down His chosen Messengers, one 

after the other, and sent to them His revelations, according to 

which they called people to the way of their Creator and 

Master.........the one and only Allah.  
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Thus, Allah All-Mighty, the All-Wise sends His revelation to you, O Muhammad, 

as He sent to other Rasools before you. 

Due to our ever increasing involvement with the world and its 

affairs, we fail to realize the true worth of Allah. So He reminds us 

that He is the owner of everything. To understand this, think for a 

moment that you encounter someone at a gathering whom you don’t 

recognize, and just as you are trying to guess who he is, some mutual 

friend introduces him to you as being the owner of a couple of 

factories or some multinational companies.......and imagine the shift 

in your attitude towards that person. Similarly, we would be 

overwhelmed if we got a direct order from the King or head of 

state.......and now think who Allah is.....Owner, King, Ruler....not of one 

company or one country or one world but the entire universe!! Who 

can be bigger or more important than Him but do we feel His 

greatness in our hearts? 
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To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and the earth. He is the 

Supreme, the Great. 

If we truly grasp this reality and act accordingly, there will be no 

arrogance. We will know just how tiny and powerless we are, so how 

can we oppress anybody else when we know that the All-Mighty King 

is watching us. Naturally we will fulfill all of His rights as well as 



people’s rights because we would always be conscious that we have to 

report back to Him and we would be so eager to please Allah because 

we would have this complete trust that all our provision is coming 

from Him. This sort of Allah-oriented life will definitely bring peace 

in this world and ultimate success in the permanent life of the 

hereafter. And we all want that, don’t we?.......to live happily ever 

after.........But to spoil the happy end of this story, we have one big 

enemy, the shaitan, Satan or devil.......He doesn’t want us to succeed 

at all, or be at peace, so he constantly attacks our hearts with his 

evil whispers. He plays with our eyesight, our perception, so that we 

view things with an inverted image.......the good seems impossible and 

the bad becomes irresistible.....The true revelations become 

doubtful and the fantasies and man-made philosophies appear 

mesmerizingly beautiful. What happens then? Our focus is shifted 

away from Allah and we become more and more self centred, running 

day and night after our desires, pleasing false deities, trying to 

maintain a false image of perfection, until the time when we are 

spiritually drained and feel totally alone and helpless. Naturally its 

man’s need to find a support somewhere and since shaitan has 

already put so many doubts in his heart about Allah, so he starts 

seeking other gods: 
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Those who take others as their guardians besides Him, Allah Himself is 

watching them; and O Prophet, you are not the disposer of their affairs 

The fact is that no matter how many different gods or theories we 

might invent in this world, and create countless groups on their 

basis; there are going to be only two groups in the hereafter: one in 

Paradise and the other in Hell-Fire. That is why Allah sent the 



Quran to our Holy Prophet, Muhammad (May peace be upon Him), so 

that He might warn us about the day of recompense, when all of us 

will be gathered and our reports will be handed out to us, according 

to which it will be decided which group we belong to: 
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Thus have We revealed to you this Qur’an in Arabic, so that you may warn the 

residents of the Mother City (Makkah) and its suburbs, and forewarn them of 

the Day of assembly about which there is no doubt: when some will go to 

paradise and others to the blazing fire. 

Some people ask, “Is Allah so cruel that He will throw people in 

hell?”  

 “Isn’t he merciful and kind?”  

“So if He wanted to save us why did he not make us all into perfect 

Muslims?” 

 Allah knew we would ask such questions so He has already answered 

it: 
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If Allah wanted, He could have made all of them a single nation; but He admits 

to His mercy whom He pleases; as for the wrongdoers, they will have no 

protector nor helper. 

It was not any problem for Allah to have created us as perfect 

angels. He could have done it so easily.....but He made us 

Human.....full of imperfections as well as having a great potential for 

goodness. Now He left it to us, to decide which way we want to go 

and how strong is our desire of following the right path. This is the 



test............to see how we use our power of choice. If someone 

decides to find the truth and really wants true guidance then Allah 

gives it to him but He never guides the one who denies the truth. 

For such people there will be no help. 

The main thing is that our focus should remain on Allah and we 

should never think of associating partners with Him: 
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Have they set up other guardians beside Him, while Allah Alone is the 

Guardian? It is He Who gives life to the dead and it is He Who has power over 

all things. 

Look at the universe; is there anyone beside Allah who could have 

this power of creativity? Allah says there is no one like Him: 
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the Creator of the heavens and the earth. He has made for you mates from 

among yourselves and also mates among the cattle from their own kind; by this 

means does He multiply you. There is no one like Him. He Alone hears all and 

sees all. 

Why should we not commit ourselves to Allah? Are we afraid that we 

would lose out on our worldly interests? Allah assures us: Don’t be 

afraid.....you can never lose in Allah’s friendship because He has the 

keys of the heavens and the earth.....what other support, what other 

friend can give you, that can measure up to Allah’s bounties? 
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To Him belong the keys of the heavens and the earth. He gives abundantly to 

whom He pleases and sparingly to whom He wills. He is the Knower of 

everything 

Allah has provided for us all of our needs and desires. Our whole life 

from beginning to end is one long series of Allah’s blessings, which 

He showers on us day and night........But often we forget that the 

biggest blessing is the religion of Islam that He made so perfect and 

chose specially for us to live by. And Allah reminds us in the next 

Ayat that it is the same religion that He revealed to the all the 

Prophets: 
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He has ordained for you the same Deen (way of life - Islam) which He enjoined 

on Nüh - and which We have revealed to you O Muhammad - and which We 

enjoined on Ibrãhïm and Musa (Moses) and Isa (Jesus): “Establish the Deen of 

Al-Islam and make no division (sects) in it." Intolerable for the mushrikïn is 

that to which you O Muhammad call them. Allah chooses for His service whom 

He wills, and guides to His Way only those who turn to Him in repentance. 

All the Prophets had come to this world with the same message of 

Tauheed and the above Ayat clearly states that the spirit of our 

religion is to submit ourselves to the will of one Allah. Not just 

rituals, not just discussions and talk shows, but a complete, 

unconditional submission to Allah and to live according to His 

commands in all aspects of our lives, not just in the Masjid, not just 



in Ramadan, not just in Ka’ba, not just in hard times.......No, you 

cannot compartmentalise Islam.......It has to be internalised. 

And the other command from Allah is that do not be divided. But He 

created us and He knows we have all have a different way of looking 

at things and our evaluation and perception cannot be identical. So 

then how is it possible to avoid conflict? We must understand that 

difference of opinion is a natural thing and Allah had not meant us to 

be identically programmed robots. That is why he created so much 

variety. But He wants us to be united in spite of our 

differences.........united in the worship of one Allah. So the only thing, 

on which we should never compromise, is the way of life chosen by 

Allah-- the religion of Islam, but within its limits we have a choice to 

think for ourselves and serve Allah according to our own unique 

characteristics and personalities that we were born with. 

Yet we see that people have not acted on this guidance, and have 

even waged wars against one another on the basis of different 

opinions. The biggest loss is to the religion. When our children see so 

many sects within the same religion they are confused and wonder 

who is on the right path. And, since everybody is busy fighting, and 

proving themselves to be the only righteous ones, there is a general 

mistrust about religion as a whole and most of our youth has even 

given up the quest for the straightway. As a result they have 

started finding emotional satisfaction in a mad race for material 

things, to make up for the spiritual deprivation in their hearts. 

So Allah reminds us again in the next Ayat that these were the true 

heirs of the Book i.e. the Quran, and they could have conquered the 

whole world with the blessing of its guidance, but they are in doubts 

about it and so it just rests on the highest shelves of their closets, 

to be taken out only on specific occasions..... 
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The people did not become divided into sects until after knowledge had come to 

them, out of envy among themselves. Had your Rabb not issued the word to 

defer their punishment till an appointed time, the matter would have already 

been settled between them. The fact is that those who were made to inherit the 

Book after them, are surely in disquieting doubt concerning it. 

What a sad situation it is, enough to depress me and put me in 

serious doubts about my own inadequate efforts to spread its 

message. What can I hope to achieve? I cannot change the whole 

system or clean up this disgusting mess we are in.....so what’s the 

use.......But Allah doesn’t want us to give up hope. So here’s a 

magnificent Ayat that really defines our role as the inheritors of 

this Book: 
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Therefore, call them to the true Deen, stay firm on the Right Way as you are 

commanded and do not follow their vain desires. Tell them: “I believe in 

whatever Allah has revealed from the Book and I am commanded to do justice 

between you. Allah is Our Rabb and your Rabb. We are responsible for our 

deeds and you for yours. Let there be no dispute among us. Allah will bring us 

all together on the Day of Judgment and decide as to who is right and who is 

wrong, and to Him is the final return. 

The first thing we need to do is to call people to the Quran. We 

need to understand it ourselves and we need to convey it to others. 



This is where all of us can get first-hand knowledge about Allah and 

the religion of Islam. The next thing is that we should stand firm 

against all other influences. Only one time belief is not enough, we 

need to strengthen it with constantly reminding ourselves that we 

are not going to bow down to any other force except Allah. Those 

who deny Allah will want us to go along with them and ignore the 

teachings of Quran but Allah says do not follow their desires. And 

then the bottom line is that whether anyone believes or not, their 

Lord and our Lord is Allah, so don’t indulge in any purposeless 

debates with those who don’t want to believe. What a wonderful 

lesson it is, to leave aside useless fights and spend our energies and 

resources in spreading the teaching of the Quran because nothing 

else can replace its effectiveness. Allah also reminds us that our 

time is limited: 
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It is Allah Who has revealed this Book (Al-Qur'an) with the truth, and the 

Balance (to distinguish between right and wrong). What will make you realize 

that perhaps the hour of doom may be fast approaching. 

Now it’s our own choice. We can live a self centred life and preserve 

our tiny little worlds or we can shift our focus to the whole world 

and think about what responsibility we have as Muslims to spread 

the message of Quran to each and every person. Do you think this 

can be achieved without making any sacrifice? Has anything ever 

been done or achieved without organized efforts and sacrifice? So 

are we prepared to give up at least a portion of our time and 

resources to this cause? Allah says there is no compulsion; you can 

choose which of the two you desire: The interests of this world or 

the Hereafter..... 
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He who desires the harvest of the hereafter, shall be given a many fold increase 

in his harvest; and he who desires the harvest of this world, a share of it shall 

be given to him: but in the hereafter he shall have no share at all. 

The amazing thing about this Ayat is that it says if you choose the 

rewards of the hereafter Allah will increase it, meaning that your 

life in this world will also become peaceful and wholesome. But if 

your focus is primarily on this world then you will lose out on 

Akhirah. It’s as simple as that.......so choose what you wish.  

But Allah warns us about the day when we will all wish we had obeyed 

Allah and not our desires: 
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You will see that the wrongdoers will be fearing the bad consequences of their 

deeds which will surely befall them. While those who believe and do good 

deeds shall dwell in the luxurious gardens of paradise, and shall receive from 

their Rabb all that they wish for; that will surely be the magnificent blessing. 

Paradise is the place in which all our dreams will come true and all 

our wishes will be granted. It is foolishness to expect this world to 

become a paradise. Most people keep mourning about all that they 

have been deprived of. The more they have, the more is their 

dissatisfaction. So you will see them running after things, the latest 

dresses, the latest houses, the most stylish furniture, but 

something or the other is still out of place, not quite the right colour 

or the right tone, enough to keep them forever tense and worried.  



But leave aside this small percentage of the elites and take a look at 

the majority of people. They spend their whole lives in the pursuit of 

things but still something or the other is always out of reach. It 

must have crossed your minds at some point in your life, that if Allah 

owns everything then why doesn’t He give to everybody what they 

desire? Here is the answer in the next Ayat: 
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Had Allah bestowed abundance upon His servants, they would have 

transgressed beyond bounds in the earth; that’s why He sends down in due 

measure as He pleases; He is well aware and observant of His servants. 

How true it is that if all of us had been wealthy enough to live in 

palaces, then who would be willing to build those palaces? So Allah 

knows just how much we should be given and at what time. Of course 

Allah doesn’t stop us from wanting things or fulfilling our needs, it’s 

just that we should not expect everything to be according to what 

we desire. Have trust in Allah that He knows better than us, what is 

best for us to have. And often you must have experienced that just 

when you were getting totally hopeless about something, Allah 

blessed you with happiness: 
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It is He Who sends down rain even after they have lost all hope, and spreads 

His Mercy. He Alone is the Praiseworthy Guardian. 

So the most important lesson is not to lose hope. Everything happens 

by the will of Allah. Even the biggest inventions of Man cannot work 

without the help of Allah. Think of the huge ships floating on the 



surface of the mighty oceans......  they reach their destinations only 

if Allah wills: 
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Among His signs are the ships which look like mountains upon the ocean. 
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If He wants, He can cause the wind to become still and leave them motionless 
on their backs - surely in this example there are signs for every such person 
who patiently endures and is grateful. 
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- Or He may cause them to drown in consequence of even a few of their 
misdeeds, though He forgives many of their misdeeds. 

 

Again the Quran exposes the ultimate truth which otherwise 

remains hidden from us, that these worldly things are just the need 

of this life and they cannot give us the everlasting peace and 

security that we desire. The most satisfying rewards are with Allah 

for those who believed in Him and had tawakkul in Him.  
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Whatever you are given is nothing but a provision for the transitory life of this 

world, better and everlasting is the reward which Allah has for those who 

believe, put their trust in their Rabb, 

Now tawakkul is a word of such profound meaning that it cannot be 

translated simply into “trust”. It has a deeper meaning and it implies 

that a believer should have this complete conviction that all of his 

affairs are in Allah’s control. So tawakkul is to depend on Allah, 

after doing everything you can, that He will give you the outcome of 



your efforts, whether in this world or the hereafter. Tawakkal is to 

hand over all your worries, anxieties, plans, desires to Allah and 

believe that He will take care of you. When you have tawakkal, you 

focus is on how best you can work to please Allah, you plan, you 

struggle, you pray to Allah, you put in your best but then you leave 

the results to Him.......... This is Tawakkal. Not as some people have 

been misled into believing that we can just sit and do nothing and 

Allah will make everything happen.  

Islam is a practical religion. It is essential that the beliefs you have, 

should be reflected in how you conduct yourselves. Merely saying the 

words that okay I have belief in Allah and I have tawakkul in him is 

not going to take me to Jannat. Our deeds must prove our words. 

That is why Allah says that Paradise is for those whose faith 

enables them to stay away from all major sins as well as indecencies 

of all kinds. And they are brave enough to conquer their anger by 

forgiveness.  

Believe it or not, this is the most difficult, to suppress your anger 

when you are angry and to forgive instead of reacting. This is where 

our belief and Tawakkul is most tested... 
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And those who avoid major sins and shameful deeds, forgive even when they 
are angry; 
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And the ones who answer the call of their Rabb, establish Salah, conduct their 

affairs with mutual consultation, spend out of the sustenance which We have 

given them, 



To answer the call of the Rabb is to obey Him in all matters 

especially in the way we answer the Call to Prayer five times a day. 

This is the biggest demonstration of how much we value Allah in our 

lives. And then these Allah conscious people share with others, 

whatever Allah has given them. But in between Prayer and Spending, 

Allah has mentioned another act which I found so amazing, that 

these believers make decisions on important matters through mutual 

consultation. Why is this so important in Allah’s eyes that He will 

grant paradise because of it? Mutual consultation is a reflection of 

your humbleness and sense of responsibility. For those decisions 

which might affect a lot of people, we should seek opinion of all 

concerned, and settle things accordingly. Thus we will be saved from 

selfishness, false pride in our own judgement and dictatorship, which 

are the main causes of mistrust and division among people. And Allah 

wants us to be united, with mutual understanding and goodwill.  

In this way of life, there are sure to arise several problems, because 

after all life is not a bed of roses, but a test, so how can you expect 

it to go all safe and smooth. Mostly the problem is from other people 

who might be rude or even hostile. What should we do? Allah tells 

us: 
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and when they are oppressed, help and defend themselves. 

But remember, that although you have been given permission to take 

revenge, you should not lose your control and don’t exceed the limits 

set by Allah: 
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The recompense for an injury is an injury proportionate to it; but if a person 

forgives and makes reconciliation he shall be rewarded by Allah; He does not 

like the wrongdoers 

That is why it is far better to have patience and to forgive but it is 

not so easy after all: 
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And those who endure with fortitude and forgive others, surely exhibit great 

courage in conducting their affairs. 

After everything has been so clearly explained in the Quran, if 

someone persists in denying its truth then Allah will not guide that 

person. Surely whom Allah leaves to go astray, cannot hope to find 

any other support. 
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He whom Allah lets go astray has no protector after Him. When they will face 

the punishment, you will see the wrongdoers exclaim: “Is there any way back 

to the world?” 

In the illusion of this world and its glitter and glamour, it might be 

hard to imagine the hereafter but see how clearly Allah portrays for 

us the scene in which people, who have done wrong to themselves, 

will be so afraid of the Hell-fire that they will not be able to even 

look at it: 
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You will see them brought before Us awed and humiliated, looking at it with 

stealthy glances. The true believers will say: “The real losers indeed are those 

who have lost themselves and their families on the Day of Resurrection." 

Beware! Surely the wrongdoers shall suffer everlasting punishment. 

So what are we waiting for? Allah is calling us to Himself.....do we 

not hear? 
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Answer the call of your Rabb before that Day arrives which cannot be averted 

against the will of Allah. There shall be no refuge for you on that Day, nor shall 

you be able to deny your sins. 

Imagine such powerful revelations were coming to the Prophet 

(s.a.w) in Makkah and He was warning the disbelievers through these 

clear words in their own language yet they chose to ignore this 

reality. Allah assured him that he should not worry about their 

rejection because his responsibility was just to convey the message: 
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Now if they give no heed, they should know that We have not sent you, O 

Muhammad, to be their keeper. Your only duty is to convey My message. Man is 

such that when We give him a taste of Our Mercy, he is very happy about it; but 

when, through his own fault, an evil afflicts him, he becomes utterly 

ungrateful." 



The disbelievers constantly used to blame the Prophet (s.a.w) that 

he was a liar or a magician and challenged him that how could Quran 

be a message from Allah. What they failed to realise was that if 

Allah could create this whole universe and create such a variety of 

living creatures, created man and inspired it with life, then why 

could He not inspire his words to his Messenger: 
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Thus, have We revealed to you O Muhammad, a Spirit (inspired Book - The 
Qur’an) by Our command: while you did not know what is The Book and what is 
the Imãn (faith). But We have made it (The Qur’an) a light whereby We guide 
those of Our servants whom We please; and surely you are guiding mankind to 
the Right Way- the Way of Allah - to whom belongs all that is in the heavens 
and the earth. Beware! All affairs will eventually return to Allah for a decision. 

 

What a beautiful reminder it is..........How beautifully it portrays the 

picture of our beloved Prophet (s.a.w) who was born into a noble 

family and lived a pious life, not worshipping the idols, not getting 

involved into any of the evil practices of his fellow men. Going about 

with truth and honesty, earning an honest living, worshipping in the 

cave of Hira, He never knew that He was a chosen Messenger, He 

didn’t anticipate receiving the revelation.....but Allah chose Him and 

gave Him this great treasure in the form of Quran.  

For us too, it’s Allah’s extreme mercy that He guided us to this 

Book. Allah’s words seem to speak out to me.........Where were you 

before this? Did you know there was this great Book lying in your 

house? Did you know what a treasure it was? Had you ever realised 

that faith was something other than just being born into a Muslim 



family? No, I had no idea.........So can any of us ever be arrogant and 

think how pious or knowledgeable we are? Or look at others with 

contempt? It is simply Allah’s blessing that He brought us out of the 

darkness of ignorance into the light of His guidance and we should 

just be concerned with the responsibility attached with it. Now that 

we have known the Quran, we have to absorb its spirit into our 

character by acting upon it in all aspects of our lives, and secondly 

we have been entrusted with the assignment of spreading its 

message to the whole world, as far as our resources allow us, 

according to whatever talents and capabilities Allah has given us. 

May Allah guide us all towards this light, Ameen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Islam ensures that everybody gets his rights; that is why it makes 

us so conscious of other’s rights. Whereas all other ideologies lay 

stress on striving for your own rights, Islam has the beautiful 

concept that if everyone is conscious of one’s duty then no one will 

be deprived of his right. Islam teaches us to give unconditionally 

because the reward is believed to come from Allah and not people. 

This lets us focus completely on our own attitude and actions. We 

are not worried if people don’t appreciate or reciprocate our goodwill 

and sincerity because we are all the time focused on whether Allah 

is pleased with us or not. His appreciation and His pleasure is our 

goal.   

Difference of opinion is a natural thing because every individual has 

a different way of perceiving things. But everything will be judged 

according to what Allah has commanded....... 

 

 



 

  

 



Surah Az-Zukhruf 

(Para-25)                  

In the last Surah we learned that if we want to save our lives from 

total loss, then the only thing that can help us, is the Book of Allah. 

The Quran is the key to enlightenment, therefore, to strengthen our 

belief, this Surah also begins with an introduction to the Quran. 

That it is a clear Book....an open invitation to peace and success. Its 

message is so vivid that you just have to open it and see it with your 

own eyes........like the bright sun shining in the sky doesn’t need any 

proof for its existence; similarly the glorious Quran is a testimony 

to its own truth. And Allah has chosen the beautiful Arabic language, 

for His Book, so that we might use our intellect: 
                                                 ��������	 �
��
����	��}2{  

 ����������� ���������� ���� �!�" �#$%�!�& �'��(�����) �*$�+}3{  
By the Glorious Book.[2] We have revealed this Qur’an in the Arabic 

language so that you may understand its meanings.[3] 

The word Ta’qiloon in the above Ayat refers to basic understanding 

of the Quran as well as to ponder on its deeper meanings and 

interpretations. It is a speciality of the Arabic language that it is 

easy to learn and to understand for all sorts of people and on the 

other hand has such literary depth which stimulates even the highly 

intellectual ones. But we have failed to recognize its true worth 

because we have created for ourselves other ideals and objectives. 

The fact is that Quran holds the most prestigious place in Allah’s 

record: 
 -�����. /0������ ��(�1�2�� �
��
����	 34�5 0�6 �7*$�+��}4{ 



  
And indeed it (The Quran) is, in the Mother of the Book with Us, exalted and full of 

wisdom. 

We all know that Allah is our Rabb. He created us and everything 

else too.....in this we have no doubt, no objection..........even the idol 

worshippers of Makkah believed in it: 
���������	 �91�9����	 *:�;�����< *:��������� �=�>�?��	�� �@	�����*A�	 �B���< �:*C ��;�
���?�D :�E���� 

}9{  
If you ask them: “Who has created the heavens and the earth?” They 

will surely say: “They have been created by the All-Mighty, the All-

Knowledgeable.”[9] 

Allah has made this amazing earth which revolves around itself and 

also orbits around the sun; each movement has unimaginable speed, 

yet we do not feel it, and continue to live in it undisturbed. And 

through its different landscapes Allah created paths for us to 

follow so that we might travel from one part of the earth to the 

other and reach our destinations: 
       ����2G�
�;�� ��G�������� �H����D ��;��6 ������ �I���)�� 	#2�;�C �=�>�?��	 ������ �I���) J�K��	

}10{  
(Allah is) The One Who has made the earth a resting place for you and 

traced out routes upon it so that you may find your ways.[10] 

To make these journeys, Allah provided us with animals and other 

means of transport, so that we are grateful to Him and acknowledge 

His blessings: 
            ���G���N�!�� ��C �4����$�?��	�� �O���P��	 �:3C ����� �I���)�� ��;���N �Q	���R�?��	 �B���< J�K��	��

}12{  



The One Who has created all living things in pairs and made for you the 

ships and cattle on which you ride[12] 

And remember when you step on your vehicle that it is Allah who 

provided it and gave to you its control........therefore it is not for us 

to be arrogant but to be humble in appreciation of Allah: 
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so that you may firmly sit on their backs, then as you mount, recall the 

goodness of your Rabb and say: “Glory be to Him Who has subjected 

these to Our use, otherwise We could not have brought them under our 

control,[13] 

So Allah reminds us that we are all on a journey through life, and day 

by day we are getting closer to our death, which is not an end but a 

doorway to the permanent life of the Hereafter. So while we go 

about in this fast paced world we should keep that destination in 

mind too: 

 ���������(���� ��(3 �> W���+ �*$�+��}14{  
and to our Rabb we shall all return.”[14] 

For any worldly journey, however small, we all ask the purpose and 

the direction. Then why is it, that most people spend their journey 

of life without asking its purpose or the right direction for it? It’s 

because they don’t want to disrupt their comfort zones and so 

prefer to remain in ignorance. Shaitan makes them believe that they 

are already the best of men and don’t need to change at all. It is a 

kind of superiority complex, a self delusion that keeps them away 

from the truth. To justify this attitude they make up certain 

hypothesis and theories which they use as shields whenever they 

have to face the reality. This is what caused the Disbelievers of 

Makkah, to come up with this falsehood that Angels were daughters 



of Allah and so they should worship them too, like they had seen 

their forefathers do it: 

 �[�
���
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They regard the angels, who are themselves servants of the 

Compassionate, as female divinities. Did they witness their creation? 

They should know that their testimony shall be noted down and they 

shall be called to account for it.[19] 

The sad truth is that while for worldly matters they use their 

intellect and ensure that all their efforts are in the right direction, 

but for Akhirah they are least bothered and say that Allah will guide 

them if He wills and it doesn’t matter how they worship Him, or 

where they have placed Akhirah in the list of their priorities. The 

following Ayat depicts their attitude and Allah’s answer to that as 

well: 

 ����+ ���X ���+ _����" �:�C �O���K�  ��;�� �*C ��X��$�2���" ��C �:���.*!�	 `��\ ���� 	�����&��
 ����a�!�Y�1}20{  

They say: “Had it been the will of the Compassionate, We should never 

have worshipped them." They have no knowledge about that; they are 

merely guessing.[20] 

What will be the result of this stubborn refusal to accept the 

truth? Allah reminds us: 

 ��� bK������	 �T���&��" ����N �c���N �!�d$��6 ���;�(�C ��(�����
$��6}25{  
Consequently, We inflicted Our retribution on them; then see what was 
the end of those who disbelieved?[25]  

The majority of people are basically just followers by nature. They 

cannot rise above their petty interests and desires. And so they 



worship whatever they see others worshipping. But there are others 

among that tide of people who feel that they are not moving in the 

right direction but they lack the courage to stand apart from the 

rest or to choose the opposite direction because they fear that they 

will be cast aside by the crowd. Their faith is weak and so it doesn’t 

enable them to take this bold decision. Therefore Allah is telling us 

here in the following verses that we should not worry about the 

majority, but should take a stand, and believe in Allah’s help, just as 

He helped His Prophet and friend, Ibrahim (a.s), who was born into a 

society of idol worshippers but he rejected it: 

 ����2������ �*�3C `	�!�  0�(*$�+ �7�C���&�� �7�� �?�� ����X	�!� �+ �f��& �S�+��}26{  
 �:1�2�;���D �7*$�h�6 0�$�!�i�6 J�K��	 ����+}27{  

Behold! Ibrãhïm said to his father and his people: “I renounce the gods 

you worship,[26] except Him Who created me, for He will surely guide 

me."[27] 

So what happened? Did Allah leave him to be crushed by the flow of 

people? No Allah even saved him from the pit of fire in which his 

people threw him. What can be greater or more powerful than 

Allah’s friendship and His approval? But most people are forever 

dazzled by the glamour of wealth and status. Thus the disbelievers 

in Makkah used to say: 

 _���d�" �:���
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They also say: “Why is this Qur’an not revealed to a man of great 

importance in the two towns (Makkah and Ta'if)”?[31] 

They believed that a prophet should have been a wealthy, influential 

person, but Allah says that the treasures of gold and silver don’t 

have any value in His eyes.........it is just the adornment of this world: 
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And were it not that all mankind might become one nation of 

unbelievers, We would have given those who disbelieve in the 

Compassionate (Allah), such houses whose roofs, stairways by which 

they go to upper chambers all made with silver,[33] and also the doors 

of their houses and couches on which they recline,[34] along with 

ornaments of gold - for all these are nothing but merely comforts of this 

worldly life. It is the life of the hereafter which your Rabb has reserved 

for the righteous.[35] 

It has all been said in the above verses; the message is so clear that 

even if we have palaces of silver and gold, the everlasting success of 

the Hereafter is only for the Allah conscious people. Why then are 

we so heedless of this message? Why don’t we change our priorities? 

Why have made the success of this world our only goal in life? The 

reason to all these questions is that we have become alienated from 

the Quran and so have become easy targets for the Shaitan: 

3����$ �:���.*!�	 �!�N�S :�" �t���1 :�C�� -:1�!�& �7�� ���;�6 �#$��i���\ �7�� �u}36{  
He who turns away from the remembrance (Reminder) of the 

Compassionate (Allah), We assign a shaitãn for him, who becomes his 

intimate companion.[36] 

The most dangerous thing about shaitan is that he stops us from 

following the way of success, and at the same time he traps us in a 

false sense of security that we are the rightly guided ones: 

 ����2�
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and indeed the devils turns such people away from the Right Path, while 

they think that they are the rightly guided.[37] 

Those who don’t appreciate the guidance of Allah face a terrible 

end. Allah gives us the example of Pharaoh who made fun of Musa 

(a.s) when he presented to him the message of Allah. Pharaoh’s 

biggest hurdle that prevented him from accepting the truth was his 

arrogance which is so evident in the following words: 

 �����1 �]����1 ����� -��;�C ���X J�K��	 	�K�X �:3C -!���< ��$�5 �4�5}52{  
Am I not better than this insignificant one, who can hardly express 

himself clearly?[52] 

But that pride in his status did not help him when he faced the great 

punishment: 

 �������)�5 ���X��(�&�!�w�?�6 ���;�(�C ��(�����
$	 ��$��P�D% �*����6}55{  
At last when they provoked Us, We inflicted retribution on them and 

drowned them all,[55] 

All these negative emotions like pride, arrogance and contempt for 

others is a trap of our enemy, the shaitan, therefore Allah warns us: 

 -���pC /��2�" ������ �7*$�+ ����i��*x�	 ����*$*2�v�1 �����}62{  
Let not shaitãn mislead you, for he is your open enemy.[62] 

Next Allah tells us about the Prophet, Isa (Jesus Christ), who came 

to the people of Bani Israel, with the same message of Tauheed that 

they should submit to the worship of one Allah: 
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When Isa (Jesus) came with clear signs, he stated: “I have brought you 

wisdom, and to clarify some of those things about which you have 

disputes: so fear Allah and obey me.[63] Surely it is Allah Who is my 

Rabb and your Rabb, so worship Him. This is the Right Way."[64] 

But various groups formed their own versions of the one true 

religion. Thus they lost the true guidance and fell into eternal 

destruction: 
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In spite of these teachings, the factions disagreed among themselves; 

so woe to the wrongdoers from the punishment of a painful Day.[65] 

It is clear from verse-64 that Isa (a.s) told his people that Allah is 

his Lord and their Lord too, and that they should only worship Allah. 

But later on they ignored the teachings of their Prophet and claimed 

that he was the son of Allah. This false claim is being challenged by 

Allah in the following verses: 

 �:1�2� �����	 �f*��5 ��$�?�6 -2���� �:���.*!��� ����N ��+ �I�&}81{  
	 3
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�> �=�>�?��	�� �@	�����*A�}82{  

(O Prophet tell the Christians) Say: “If the Compassionate (Allah) had a 

son, I would be the first to worship him.”[81] Glory be to the Rabb of 

the heavens and the earth, the Lord of the Throne, He is above what 

they ascribe to Him.[82] 

But if people don’t agree with you or don’t accept the truth then 

what should you do? Allah says: 

 ����2�"��1 J�K��	 ���;�C���1 	��&����1 W*
�. 	��������1�� 	��~��Y�1 ���X�>�K�6}83{  
So let them blunder and play until they face their Day, which has been 

promised to them.[83] 



People’s opinions cannot change the fact that Allah is only one.....He 

does not have any partner, or son, or daughters: 

�Z��	 ���X�� -7���+ �=�>�?��	 0�6�� -7���+ `���*A�	 0�6 J�K��	 ���X�� ���������	 �����}84{  
It is He (Allah) Who is God in the heavens and God on earth; He is the 

All-Wise, the All-Knowledgeable.[84] 

May Allah help us all to absorb this message of Quran and to spread 

its light to the whole world. Ameen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



Surah Ad-Dukhan 

(Para-25) 

Bismillahir-Rahman-ir-Rahim 
Allah (Subhanahu wa Ta’ala) sent to us this clear, glorious book in a 

blessed night. In Surah Al-Qadr, Allah refers to this night as the 

Laiyla-tul-Qadr, meaning the night of power or the night of destiny, 

in which Allah revealed His ultimate guidance to mankind through His 

angel Jibraeel who conveyed the verses of Quran to the messenger 

of Allah, Hazrat Muhammad (s.a.w): 

 ��������	 �
��
����	��}2{  
 ���������� ����� ����� �� ������!� �� "#$ � %�& �'������(� ) �����}3{  

We swear by the Glorious Book [2] that We revealed this Qur’an in a blessed 

night (Layla-tul Qadr); for We wanted to forewarn mankind  

 

The objective of this revelation was to warn people that no one has 

the right to be worshipped except Allah. There is none beside Him 

because only He is the Lord who created everything in this universe: 

�����+,!� -�
��� .�� ����/��#$�0 ����� �1#� 2��	�� �3	������4�	 5
�� }7{  
The Rabb of the heavens and the earth and all that lies between them, mark 

this, if you are true believers 

 

If we think about it, the awareness of our life and death is a great 

force that shakes us from within and makes us turn to Allah. Look at 

yourself and say Allah made me, and one day He will make me die and 

just feel the tremors of consciousness ripple through your whole 

being: 

 ������ 2��	 �-���7��08 !
���� #-��!0�� �9$������ %�$#:�� �,�; �<��� �= ��� � �}8{  
There is no god but Him. He gives life and death. He is your Rabb and the Rabb 

of your forefathers. 



But if someone reminds us of death, what is our response? 

 “Oh come on! don’t be such a bore......” 

 So basically we all just want to have a good time. Either we are too 

busy in our jobs or schools or we are planning for some 

entertainment. Apart from that we don’t want to think at all, and the 

idea of the hereafter seems too remote and improbable: 

  .,���?�"�� @A�B %�& #-�; �C�0}9{  
Yet they play about in doubt. 

 

Only when something terrible happens to us then we remember 

Allah. That is why Allah says that if these non-serious people don’t 

listen to your warnings then let them have fun until the day when 

they will see the beginning of their end: 

 ����!� �.��E�F�0 G����4�	 %�H�2�H �I#,�� #J�K�H#�� &}10{  
Well! Wait for the Day when the sky will pour down visible smoke 

 

What will be this smoke? Clearly it could be one of the signs of the 

approaching Qiyamah, the hour of doom: 

 N-$�� ) N
	 ��O 	 ��; �P����	 Q�R#S��}11{  
Enveloping all mankind; this will be a painful punishment. 

 

And look what people will say: 

  .,����#T�� ����� �
	 ��?��	 ����O #U�R��	 ����0��}12{  
Then the mankind will say: “Our Rabb! Remove from us this punishment, surely 

we have become real believers." 

 

But Allah says that even if they are given a little respite they will 

again turn back on their previous way of life.....their spirituality is 

only temporary: 



 ��?��	 ,�V�B� � �����  .��F�7��O #-������ �W"$�" + �
	}15{  
We shall remove the affliction for a while, but you will revert to the same old 

ways 

But they should not forget that Allah is giving them a chance here 

until the day they die. He wants them to turn back to Him but if 

they don’t care and die without submitting their will to His 

obedience then there won’t be anyone to save them from His 

punishment: 

  .,���K�
��� ����� Y�Z#�����	  ��R�[����	 �\�[#��� �I#,��}16{  
One day We shall seize you with a mighty onslaught to exact Our retribution 

 

The arrogant people think that they are free to do whatever they 

think is right, because apparently there is no one to stop them. They 

are trapped in this illusion of being the masters of their own lives. 

Here Allah shows us the example of Pharaoh who denied the Prophet 

Musa (a.s) and rejected the message of Allah. So Allah told Musa 

(a.s) to lead the people of Bani-Israel out of Egypt, during the night, 

and He warned him that the people of Pharaoh will try to capture 

them but he (Musa) should not worry because Allah had decided to 

drown them all. This is exactly what happened; Allah destroyed 

Pharaoh along with all his armies, and there was no one left to 

inherit all that grandeur which they left behind: 

�.,�$�O�� �3����̂  ��� 	,���Z�H #- �} 25{ �_�Z � �I� K���� �̀ ����a��}26{  
 ���/��� & ��/$�& 	,��� � ����#?����}27{  

How many gardens and springs they left behind! [25] And agriculture and 

grand palaces! [26] And means of luxury and comfort which they used to enjoy! 

[27] 

 

Just imagine how heart-breaking it would be to witness even one 

such house where all the people get killed or die in some 

accident.....how strange it is that the things which we love and are 



proud of, cannot save us......how terrible if a whole nation is gone 

simultaneously leaving behind all their belongings and then someone 

else takes over. In our life we are at times so reluctant to share 

even a small thing of ours due to possessiveness, or privacy but as 

soon as we die, we have no control and the same things are open for 

whoever happens to get hold of it..... 
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Thus was their end! And We let other people inherit what was once theirs. [28] 

 

But for the cruel people there is no one to grieve: 
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Neither Heaven nor earth sheds tears for them; nor were they given a respite. 

[29] 

The fact is that Allah created this universe with a purpose, so we 

need to find it, understand it and then live accordingly: 
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It was not for a sport that We created the heavens the earth and all that lies 

between them. [38] 

 

We keep on disagreeing and arguing about our philosophies of life, 

about what is right and what is wrong, but Allah says: 
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Surely the Day of sorting out is the time appointed for the resurrection of them 

all. [40] 

In this world many wrong doers go scot free because they have their 

intercessors to back them up. But on that ultimate day of 

recompense no one will help them: 
  .��Z�e��� #-�; � ��� �Wg#$�B QW�#,�� ��O QW�#,�� %��#S�� � � �I#,��}41{  

On that Day no one shall be able to protect his friend, nor shall they receive any 

help 

 



The only thing that can save us on that day will be Allah’s mercy: 
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Except those to whom Allah will show His Mercy: for it is He Who is the All-

Mighty, the All Merciful. [42] 

 

This is a very important thing to remember that even the people who 

are trying to follow the right way, cannot do any deeds which could 

earn them the splendid rewards of paradise. Why? Because the 

paradise is too grand and expensive to be given at the price of these 

small little deeds we do to please Allah. We can never be perfect. 

Look at how many times we do and say things which we know to be 

wrong but we cannot control ourselves. To make mistakes is human 

but only those who keep repenting to Allah and keep asking for his 

forgiveness will be blessed with Allah’s mercy. Otherwise the 

arrogance of being “religious” is also a dangerous thing that can lead 

to Allah’s displeasure.  

Next Allah has given us a description of the two options we have 

about the hereafter.....one is the extreme torture of the Hell fire 

and the other is the extreme pleasure of Paradise......there is 

nowhere else to hide.....so make up your mind now.  

Here is the Hell....in which people will be given to eat the tree of 

Zaqqum (a poisonous plant); it will be like the residue of oil and boil 

in their stomachs like the boiling water: 
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It will be like the dregs of oil. Which shall boil in the belly [45] like the boiling 

of scalding water. [46] 

 



Then the angels of Hell will be ordered to take these criminals to 

the scalding waters and they will be tortured and humiliated because 

they used to be arrogantly cruel to people in the world: 
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A voice will be heard: “Seize him and drag him into the depth of the hell, [47] 

then pour scalding water over his head, [48] 

 

Of course all those criminals are in doubt about such things to 

happen to them. Most of us haven’t even heard about these details 

and even those who hear it; dismiss it like some rumour circulated by 

“fundamentalist” preachers of Islam. That is why Allah will remind 

them on that day: 
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Then the voice will say: “Taste it; you were such a powerful noble! [49] This is 

the punishment which you use to doubt."[50] 

 

And now have a look at the other end of the Hereafter.....the 

beautiful, splendid Paradise, the final abode for the Allah conscious: 
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As for the righteous, they will be in a secure place; [51] among gardens and 

springs, [52] 

 

They were thankful for whatever Allah gave them in this world and 

focused their attention on their responsibility towards Allah; often 

sacrificing their small little pleasures......So Allah will give them 

fantastic compensations: 
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Dressed in fine silk and rich brocade, sitting face to face. [53] 
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There, in full peace, they shall call for every kind of fruit; [55] 

 

And the greatest thing about these pleasures is that they will be 

forever and ever: 
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And after having prior death in the world, they shall taste death no more; and 

He (Allah) will protect them from the torment of hell [56] 

 

Truly this is the most glorious success, to be saved from Hell fire. 
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As a grace from your Rabb, and that will be the supreme achievement. [57] 

 

How easy and simple Allah has made this Quran for us to 

understand: 
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Surely We have made this Qur’an easy by revealing in your own language so 

that they may take heed. [58] 

 

So we should be extremely grateful to Allah for opening up our eyes 

to this truth and giving us this miraculous gift of Quran. If we keep 

our bond with it, Insha’Allah we will never forget the way. May Allah 

help us all. Ameen 



Surah Al-Jathiya 

Para – 25 

Bismillahir-Rahman-ir-Rahim 
Surah Al-Jathiya is another great reminder for the mankind that 

Allah is their Lord, and He has sent them to this world with a 

purpose. In many of its verses, Allah has focused our attention on 

the miracles of His creation so that we should remember that this 

world has been created for us but we have been created for a far 

superior thing, which is Allah’s worship and obedience. Therefore, 

while we have been given permission to use the blessings of Allah, we 

must do it with a consciousness that the only being worthy of our 

ultimate feelings of love and adoration, is Allah, and nothing else 

should come between us and Allah’s remembrance and obedience.  

This is not the theory of any individual or group but a revelation 

from the one who is All-Mighty, All-Wise: 
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This Book is revealed from Allah, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. 

 

Allah is All-Mighty, so it means that He could have forced us into 

submission, He has all the power to do that, but He is All-Wise and 

gave us a free will to choose between right and wrong. Thus he has 

given us intellect and spread His signs all around us so that we 

should contemplate on His creation and understand that He is surely 

the only one who has the right to be worshipped and obeyed: 
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And in the alternation of night and day, in the sustenance that Allah sends 

down from heaven with which He revives the earth after its death and in the 

changing of the winds, there are signs for those who use their common sense. 



 

Not only the universe, but this Quran; which is the word of Allah, is 

also a proof of Allah’s existence, but if we don’t believe in it then 

what else will bring us to the right way? 
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These are the revelations of Allah, which We are reciting to you in all truth. 

Then, in what report will they believe if not that of Allah and His revelations? 

 

But there are some who don’t want to change themselves. Because 

they think that they are perfect people; and so they listen to the 

Quran only half heartedly, not caring what is being said to them. 

Thus they persist in their wrong ways, even after listening to the 

truth: 
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Woe to each lying sinner. Before whom the revelations of Allah are recited: he 

hears them, yet he arrogantly persists as though he never heard them; 

announce to him a painful punishment. 

 

Therefore when we listen to the Quran we should have a sincere 

intention to act upon its guidance because it is our ultimate guide in 

this world: 


�1 ZQB-K 
 U�K ;���	 0 %��[(� �+� ;�
 U�J ��-2 	 ���2("�� �<���\�" 
1-? ] X ����U�	}11{  
This Qur’an is the true Guidance. As for those who deny the revelations of their 

Rabb, there will be a terribly painful punishment. 

 

Allah doesn’t order us to leave everything and just sit in a cave and 

read Quran....no Islam doesn’t encourage any unnatural self 

deprivation. Nor is it just a set of rituals, rather all the acts of 



worship which Allah has made compulsory for us, are meant to teach 

us how to live in this world with justice and peace. And all the 

blessings from Allah are for us to be grateful and to remember Him: 
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It is Allah Who has subjected the sea to you, so that ships may sail upon it by 

His command, and that you may seek His bounty and be grateful to Him. 

 

Not only the great oceans but the whole world has been made for us, 

and is filled with the signs of Allah, but only those benefit from 

these underlying messages and get to the truth who are not deluded 

by the apparent glitter of things but go beyond the appearances and 

think deeply: 
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He also subjected to you whatever is between the heavens and the earth; all 

from Himself. Surely there are signs in this for those who think. 

 

And whether we take heed of these verses or dismiss them with a 

shrug, the fact remains that we are going to be paid for all that we 

do, whether good or bad: 
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He that does a righteous deed, does it for his own good; and he that commits 

an evil, does so at his own peril. In the end, you all will be brought back to your 

Rabb 

Do people think that they can continue to ignore the message of 

Allah and still reach the same paradise which He has created for the 

righteous ones? 
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Do the evil doers think that We shall hold them equal with those who believe 

and do good deeds, and that their lives and deaths shall be alike? Worst is the 

judgment that they make! 

How can they be so misguided? The fact is that when a person 

blindly follows the desires of his inner self then everything that 

suits him becomes right in his eyes......Such people are no longer able 

to judge right from wrong: 
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Have you considered the case of such an individual who has made his own 

desires as his god, and Allah having knowledge let him go astray, and sealed 

his hearing and heart and drew a veil over his sight? Who is there to guide him 

after Allah has withdrawn His guidance? Will you not learn a lesson? 

 

If they are reminded of the truth of their existence they have 

ready-made excuses, by which they fool themselves: 
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The disbelievers say: “There is nothing but our life of this world. We live and 

die; nothing but time destroys us." In fact, they have no knowledge concerning 

this. They are merely guessing. 

 

Allah says: tell them, that they cannot change the reality so they 

had better wake up and accept it before it’s too late: 
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O Prophet tell them: “It is Allah Who gives you life and later causes you to die; 

then it is He Who will gather you all on the Day of Resurrection, about which 

there is no doubt, yet most people do not understand." 



 

And what a painful day it will be when all of us will be standing 

before Allah.....all our arrogance will come to an end: 
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You shall see every nation on its knees. Every nation shall be summoned to its 

book of record, and Allah will say: “Today you shall be rewarded for your deeds. 

 

I must say that if someone comes and tells me that he has recorded 

all that I have said and done in one day and wants to play the 

recording just for me and my family, I won’t be able to stand it........ 

So can we bear to have all our life being exposed in front of all the 

people? Just imagine the fear, the apprehension that has brought all 

these people down on their knees. It is enough to make us Allah 

conscious, when we know that each and every thought word and 

action of ours is being recorded: 
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This book of Ours speaks about you with the truth. Surely We have recorded all 

your deeds." 

The people who believed in these warnings and who tried to live a 

life of purity and Allah consciousness; will get a glorious reward: 
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As for those who believed and did righteous deeds, their Rabb will admit them 

into His mercy. That will be a glorious achievement. 

 

But all those who denied the open truth will be asked if they had 

never been warned: 
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But as to those who disbelieved, Allah will say: “Were My revelations not 

recited to you? But you showed arrogance and became a people of criminals." 

 

And their biggest crime against their own selves was that they had 

never believed in the Day of Qiyamah (the hour of doom): If 

someone doesn’t believe in the day of recompense then that person 

cannot be expected to sacrifice the desires of this world for a day 

in which he has no belief:  
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When it was said, "the promise of Allah is true and the Hour of Judgment is 

sure to come. You used to say, 'We don’t know what the Hour of Judgment is: 

we think it is just a conjecture, we are not convinced.'" 

 

So on that day it will be said to them: 
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It will be said: “Today We will forget you as you forgot the meeting of this Day 

of yours! Hellfire will be your home and none will be there to help you. 

 

Their problem was that the love of this world had deluded them so 

much that they took the warnings of Allah as a joke and hardly 

cared what was being revealed by Allah: 
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This is because you used to take Allah’s revelations as a joke and you let the 

worldly life deceive you." Therefore, on this Day neither shall they be taken out 



of hell, nor shall they be given a chance for amending their ways to please their 

Rabb. 

 

Therefore enjoy the blessings of Allah but don’t get trapped into 

the beauty and glamour of this world.....remember the one who 

Created it all.......the Creator and Lord of all the worlds: 
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So, praise be to Allah, the Rabb of the heavens, the Rabb of the earth and the 

Rabb of the worlds. 

 

And none is mightier than Him, who is the All- Mighty, the All- Wise: 

 -�������	
 -�����
�	
 �7-K�1 ���� !�	
�1 �<
�1��*+,	
 e�$ )����?�G���	
 -� 	�1}37{  
 

To Him belongs greatness throughout the heavens and the earth, and He Alone 

is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


