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Profile of a Muslim (Mu’min) 
According to Quran 

 
These verses from the Quran sketch the Profile of a 
Muslim (Mu’min). Success for a Muslim doesn’t 
automatically follow belief. It requires fulfillment of 
certain conditions. This sketch of Muminun 
is explained in the first few verses of Surah 
Mu’minun in the Quran. 
 
 “This assertion cannot be fully appreciated unless one keeps in view 
the background in which it was made. On the one hand, there were 
the well-to-do and prosperous chiefs of Makkah, the opponents of 
Islam, whose business was thriving and who were enjoying every 
good thing of life, and on the other hand, there were the followers of 
Islam majority of whom were either poor from the beginning, or had 
been reduced to poverty by ruthless antagonism to Islam. Therefore, 
the assertion, “Most certainly the Believers have attained true 
success”, with which the discourse begins, was meant to tell the 
disbelievers that the criterion of success and failure that they had in 
mind was not correct. It was based on misconceptions besides being 
transitory and limited in nature: it led to failure and not true success. 
On the contrary, the followers of Muhammad (Allah’s peace be upon 
him), whom they regarded as failures, were truly successful, because 
by accepting the invitation to the Right Guidance given by the 
Messenger of Allah, they had struck a bargain which would lead them 
to true success and everlasting bliss in this world as well as in the 
Hereafter, whereas by rejecting the Message the opponents had 
incurred loss and would meet with the evil consequences both in this 
world and in the next.” (Source: Tafheem ul Quran) 
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Translation of the verses 
1. Successful indeed are the believers. 
2. Those who offer their Salat (prayers) with all solemnity and full submissiveness. 
3. And those who turn away from Al-Laghw (dirty, false, evil vain talk, falsehood, and all that Allah 
has forbidden). 
4. And those who pay the Zakat (prescribed charity) 
5. And those who guard their chastity (i.e. private parts, from illegal sexual acts) 
6. Except from their wives or (the slaves) that their right hands possess, – for then, they are free 
from blame; 
7. But whoever seeks beyond that, then those are the transgressors; 
8. Those who are faithfully true to their Amanat (all the duties which Allah has ordained, honesty, 
moral responsibility and trusts) and to their covenants; 
9. And those who strictly guard their (five compulsory congregational) Salawat (prayers) (at their 
fixed stated hours); 
10. These are indeed the inheritors 
11.Who shall inherit the Firdaus (Paradise). They shall dwell therein forever. 
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Reflections from Surah Al-Muminoon 
We as Muslims therefore should ensure the 

following: 

 Offer prayers regularly at the fixed times and by 
consciously standing in front of The Almighty Allah with 
total submission. 

 Become cognizant about what Allah has forbidden and 
making a conscious effort to stay away from it. Just as 
we love to keep our bodies clean, we should be 
concerned about keeping our hearts untainted and pure 
by guarding ourselves from all that is dirty, evil, false 
and worthless in our talk, and from everything else that 
we have been forbidden. 

 Promptly pay Zakat as soon as it is due and not 
delaying or making excuses, for the Zakat amount is 
‘poor due’ and doesn’t belong to us. 

 Not become brazen about matters pertaining to sex, or 
immune to shamelessness and promiscuity. Preserving 
human dignity and decency paves the way for a healthy 
society. 

 Find legitimate gratification of desires only in our 
spouses. 

 Not betray trust or go back on one’s word. 
These verses explicitly convey that abiding by these not 
only will get us success in this life but will lead us into 
Paradise for eternal happiness! 

 


