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Can we pray behind an imam who is 

believed to be a hypocrite (munāfiq), unjust, 

or biased 

 

This subject  has been addressed in classical Islamic scholarship 

with nuance. Here’s a summary of relevant Hadiths and scholarly 

opinions from all major Sunni schools of thought: 

 

⸻ 

 

Relevant Hadiths 

1. Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said about the hypocrites: 

“They are the worst of people in the sight of Allah on the Day of 

Resurrection: two-faced people, those who appear to some 

people with one face and to others with another.” 

— Sahih al-Bukhari (7179), Sahih Muslim (2526) 

2. Yet, the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

“They will lead your prayer. If they do it correctly, it is for you and 

them; and if they do it wrongly, it is upon them.” 

— Sahih al-Bukhari (694) 

(This was said in the context of leaders who may be corrupt or 

sinful.) 

 

⸻ 

 

 

 



2 

 

Scholarly Verdicts 

 

1. Hanafī School: 

• It is permissible to pray behind a fāsiq (open sinner) or a person 

whose justice is doubtful, though makrūh tanzīhī (discouraged) if 

there are better imams available. 

• If the imam’s kufr or nifāq is not open (i.e., only suspected), you 

must still pray behind him for the sake of unity. 

 

2. Mālikī School: 

• They generally allow following a fāsiq in prayer if the prayer is 

outwardly valid. 

• It is disliked, but not forbidden, unless the imam is an open 

innovator or transgressor. 

 

3. Shāfiʿī School: 

• Permissible to pray behind someone whose beliefs or character 

are questionable as long as their prayer is valid. 

• Dislike is noted if the imam is unjust, but not to the extent of 

prohibiting prayer behind them. 

 

4. Hanbalī School: 

• Strongly emphasize validity over character. 

• Ahmad ibn Hanbal was known to pray behind rulers he 

considered unjust or sinful to maintain congregational unity. 

 

⸻ 
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• If the imam is not an open heretic or disbeliever, and the 

outward actions of the prayer are correct, your prayer remains 

• Scholars emphasized unity of the Muslim community over 

personal judgments, especially if the 

injustice is not proven publicly.

• Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibn Qud

behind a fā

You should pray behind such an imam unless there is clear, 

public evidence of disb

suspicion (e.g., hypocrisy, unfairness) does not invalidate the 

congregational prayer. However, if an alternative just and 

trustworthy imam is available, it’s better to join that congregation. 

Here are verdicts from contemporary Islamic scholars on praying 

behind an imam who is believed to be hypocritical, unjust, or 

 1. Shaykh Ibn Bā

 

 

Important Notes: 

• If the imam is not an open heretic or disbeliever, and the 

outward actions of the prayer are correct, your prayer remains 

valid. 

• Scholars emphasized unity of the Muslim community over 

personal judgments, especially if the person’s hypocrisy or 

injustice is not proven publicly. 

• Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibn Qudāmah both confirmed: Praying 

behind a fāsiq is valid, although not ideal. 

 

⸻ 

 

Conclusion: 

 

You should pray behind such an imam unless there is clear, 

public evidence of disbelief or invalid practices. Personal dislike or 

suspicion (e.g., hypocrisy, unfairness) does not invalidate the 

congregational prayer. However, if an alternative just and 

trustworthy imam is available, it’s better to join that congregation. 

ts from contemporary Islamic scholars on praying 

behind an imam who is believed to be hypocritical, unjust, or 

unfair in dealings: 

 

⸻ 

 

1. Shaykh Ibn Bāz (الله رحمه ) – Former Grand Mufti of Saudi 

Arabia 

 

• If the imam is not an open heretic or disbeliever, and the 

outward actions of the prayer are correct, your prayer remains 

• Scholars emphasized unity of the Muslim community over 

person’s hypocrisy or 

mah both confirmed: Praying 

 

You should pray behind such an imam unless there is clear, 

elief or invalid practices. Personal dislike or 

suspicion (e.g., hypocrisy, unfairness) does not invalidate the 

congregational prayer. However, if an alternative just and 

trustworthy imam is available, it’s better to join that congregation. 

ts from contemporary Islamic scholars on praying 

behind an imam who is believed to be hypocritical, unjust, or 

Former Grand Mufti of Saudi 
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Q: Is it permissible to pray behind an imam who is 

sins, oppression, or bad character?

“Yes, it is permissible. As long as he is a Muslim and his prayer is 

valid, then praying behind him is valid. Even if he is an open 

sinner, it is still correct to pray behind him. But if there is anothe

imam who is more righteous, it is better to choose him.”

— Majmū

 2. Shaykh Muhammad N

“You should pray in congregation even if the imam is a f

long as his actions do not reach th

obligation of unity and congregation in Islam outweighs personal 

opinions about his character.”

— Silsilat al

He often emphasized the hadith:

“Pray behind every righteous and wicked person (

— (Attributed to Sahaba; graded weak, but used in practice by 

some scholars when supported by other evidence.)

Q: Is it permissible to pray behind an imam who is known for his 

sins, oppression, or bad character? 

 

A: 

“Yes, it is permissible. As long as he is a Muslim and his prayer is 

valid, then praying behind him is valid. Even if he is an open 

sinner, it is still correct to pray behind him. But if there is anothe

imam who is more righteous, it is better to choose him.”

 

ūʿ Fatāwā Ibn Bāz (12/107–108) 

 

⸻ 

 

2. Shaykh Muhammad Nāsiruddīn al-Albānī (رحمه

 

“You should pray in congregation even if the imam is a fā

long as his actions do not reach the level of kufr (disbelief). The 

obligation of unity and congregation in Islam outweighs personal 

opinions about his character.” 

 

Silsilat al-Hudā wa al-Nūr, Tape 611 

 

He often emphasized the hadith: 

 

“Pray behind every righteous and wicked person (ṣāliḥ

(Attributed to Sahaba; graded weak, but used in practice by 

some scholars when supported by other evidence.)

 

⸻ 

 

known for his 

“Yes, it is permissible. As long as he is a Muslim and his prayer is 

valid, then praying behind him is valid. Even if he is an open 

sinner, it is still correct to pray behind him. But if there is another 

imam who is more righteous, it is better to choose him.” 

 

الله رحمه ) 

“You should pray in congregation even if the imam is a fāsiq, as 

e level of kufr (disbelief). The 

obligation of unity and congregation in Islam outweighs personal 

ḥ wa fājir).” 

(Attributed to Sahaba; graded weak, but used in practice by 

some scholars when supported by other evidence.) 
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 3. Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research & Ifta (Saudi 

“The prayer behind an unjust or hypocritical person is va

long as he does not commit acts of open disbelief or nullify the 

prayer by innovation. The people’s duty is to avoid discord and 

maintain unity of the congregation.”

— Fatāwā

 4. Shaykh Salih al

“As long as the imam is a Muslim and is praying correctly, even if 

he is unjust or a wrongdoer, the prayer behind him is valid. But if 

he is openly calling to bid

— Al-Muntaqā

 2. **Ruling on Praying Behind a "Hypocrite" or Unjust Imam**

Scholars agree on the following principles:

 

A. Validity of Prayer Behind a Sinful Imam**

   - The **prayer is valid** even if the imam commits major sins 

(e.g., injustice, dishonesty

     - He outwardly fulfills the pillars of prayer (*rukn*) and its 

conditions (e.g., recitation, bowing, prostration).

     - He is not an **open disbeliever** (*k

3. Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research & Ifta (Saudi 

Arabia) 

 

“The prayer behind an unjust or hypocritical person is va

long as he does not commit acts of open disbelief or nullify the 

prayer by innovation. The people’s duty is to avoid discord and 

maintain unity of the congregation.” 

 

āwā al-Lajnah ad-Dā’imah (7/353) 

 

⸻ 

 

4. Shaykh Salih al-Fawzān (هالله حفظ ) 

 

“As long as the imam is a Muslim and is praying correctly, even if 

he is unjust or a wrongdoer, the prayer behind him is valid. But if 

he is openly calling to bidʿah or committing clear disbelief, then it 

is not allowed.” 

 

Muntaqā min Fatāwā al-Fawzān, Vol 3

2. **Ruling on Praying Behind a "Hypocrite" or Unjust Imam**

Scholars agree on the following principles: 

A. Validity of Prayer Behind a Sinful Imam**  

The **prayer is valid** even if the imam commits major sins 

(e.g., injustice, dishonesty) as long as:  

He outwardly fulfills the pillars of prayer (*rukn*) and its 

conditions (e.g., recitation, bowing, prostration).  

He is not an **open disbeliever** (*kāfir*) or **innovator** 

3. Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research & Ifta (Saudi 

“The prayer behind an unjust or hypocritical person is valid as 

long as he does not commit acts of open disbelief or nullify the 

prayer by innovation. The people’s duty is to avoid discord and 

 

“As long as the imam is a Muslim and is praying correctly, even if 

he is unjust or a wrongdoer, the prayer behind him is valid. But if 

ah or committing clear disbelief, then it 

n, Vol 3 

2. **Ruling on Praying Behind a "Hypocrite" or Unjust Imam**  

The **prayer is valid** even if the imam commits major sins 

He outwardly fulfills the pillars of prayer (*rukn*) and its 

fir*) or **innovator** 
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(*mubtadi‘*) whose beliefs contradict core Islamic tenets.  

   - **Evidence**:  

     - The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said: *"Pray behind any imam, even if he 

commits sins, as long as he does not openly show disbelief."* 

(Authenticated by Ibn Hibban).  

     - Companions prayed behind rulers known for injustice (e.g., 

Hajjaj ibn Yusuf) without invalidating their prayer. 

 

B. Hypocrisy (*Nifāq*)**  

   - **True hypocrisy** (hidden disbelief) is a matter of the heart, 

known only to Allah. Publicly accusing someone of hypocrisy 

requires **conclusive evidence** (Quran 49:6).  

   - **Outward traits** (e.g., two-facedness, unfairness) are sins 

but do not automatically render one a hypocrite in the theological 

sense (*munāfiq*).  

   - **Verdict**: If the imam is **outwardly Muslim**, his prayer 

remains valid to follow, even if he is unjust or dishonest. 

 

C. When Is It Forbidden?**  

   Prayer behind an imam becomes **invalid only if**:  

   - He rejects core Islamic beliefs (e.g., denies obligatory prayer).  

   - He distorts the prayer (e.g., omits essential pillars).  

   - He openly mocks Islam or the Sunnah.  

 

--- 

 

 3. **Scholarly Opinions**  

   - **Ibn Taymiyyah**: "Prayer behind a sinful imam is valid, and 

leaving the congregation is an innovation (*bid‘ah*)."  

   - **Ibn Uthaymeen**: "Unless the imam’s sin affects the prayer 
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itself (e.g., he shortens it), the congregation’s prayer is valid."  

   - **Classical Consensus**: Recorded in texts like *Al-Mughni* 

(Ibn Qudamah): Muslims should pray behind any imam appointed 

over them unless he commits clear disbelief. 

 

--- 

 

 4. **Practical Guidance**  

   - **Do not boycott the mosque** due to personal dislike of the 

imam.  

   - **Pray behind him** while disliking his injustice (Quran 4:135).  

   - **Advise him privately** if possible (Quran 3:104).  

   - If his actions **publicly violate Islam** (e.g., corrupts the 

prayer), pray elsewhere without causing division (*fitnah*).  

 

> The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said: *"They (imams) are a reflection of you. If 

they are correct, you receive reward, and if they err, you still 

receive reward but they bear the sin."* (Bukhari). 

 

--- 

 

Conclusion  

Your prayer behind an imam you consider hypocritical or unjust 

**remains valid** unless he openly rejects Islam or ruins the 

prayer. Focus on perfecting your own devotion, advice with 

wisdom, and avoid division. Allah judges hidden intentions, but 

outward practice governs communal worship.  

 
 


