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The Role of Islamic Scholars (Ulama) 

is Islamic Society 

 

The role of scholars (ulama) in Islam is pivotal, as they serve as 

the custodians, interpreters, and disseminators of Islamic 

knowledge. Their responsibilities are derived from the Quran, 

Sunnah, and the historical tradition of Islamic scholarship. Below 

is a concise yet comprehensive overview of their roles: 

 

1. Preserving and Transmitting Islamic Knowledge 

• Role: Scholars preserve the Quran, Hadith, and other Islamic 

sciences (e.g., fiqh, tafsir, aqeedah) by studying, teaching, and 

passing down authentic knowledge. 

• Significance: They ensure the continuity of the Shariah (Islamic 

law) and protect it from distortion or misinterpretation. 

• Example: Memorizing and teaching the Quran with proper 

tajweed (recitation rules) and transmitting Hadith with authentic 

chains of narration (isnad). 

2. Interpreting Islamic Texts 

• Role: Scholars interpret the Quran and Sunnah to derive rulings 

(fatwas) and provide guidance on contemporary issues, using 

methodologies like ijtihad (independent reasoning) when needed. 

• Significance: They bridge the gap between classical texts and 

modern contexts, ensuring Islam remains relevant and applicable. 

• Example: Issuing rulings on modern issues like medical ethics, 

financial transactions (e.g., Islamic banking), or technology. 

3. Guiding the Muslim Community 

• Role: Scholars provide spiritual, moral, and practical guidance to 
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individuals and communities, often acting as advisors or 

counselors. 

• Significance: They help Muslims navigate personal and societal 

challenges while adhering to Islamic principles. 

• Example: Advising on matters of worship, family disputes, or 

ethical dilemmas, such as marriage, divorce, or business conduct. 

4. Enjoining Good and Forbidding Evil 

• Role: Scholars lead in fulfilling the Quranic command of 

“enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong” (Surah Al-

Imran, 3:104), as discussed in your previous question. 

• Significance: As knowledgeable authorities, they are often 

responsible for addressing societal wrongs, promoting justice, and 

correcting misunderstandings. 

• Example: Publicly addressing issues like corruption, injustice, or 

religious extremism through sermons, writings, or community 

initiatives. 

5. Educating and Training the Next Generation 

• Role: Scholars teach Islamic sciences in madrasas, universities, 

or informal settings, training future scholars, imams, and 

community leaders. 

• Significance: This ensures the perpetuation of Islamic 

scholarship and the development of a knowledgeable Muslim 

community. 

• Example: Running institutions like Al-Azhar University or 

teaching in local mosques and study circles. 

6. Defending Islam and Clarifying Misconceptions 

• Role: Scholars engage in intellectual defense (apologetics) of 

Islam, refuting false narratives and clarifying misunderstandings, 

especially in interfaith or secular contexts. 

• Significance: They protect the faith from internal distortions (e.g., 
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heretical sects) and external criticisms, promoting a correct 

understanding of Islam. 

• Example: Writing books, participating in debates, or using media 

to counter stereotypes about Islam. 

7. Advising Rulers and Institutions 

• Role: Scholars historically advised Muslim rulers and 

governments on implementing Shariah-compliant policies and 

ensuring justice. 

• Significance: They act as a moral compass for leadership, 

advocating for policies aligned with Islamic values. 

• Example: Serving on Shariah boards for Islamic finance or 

advising governments on family law or education systems. 

8. Mediating Disputes and Promoting Unity 

• Role: Scholars resolve conflicts within communities, whether 

theological, social, or familial, and work to unify Muslims despite 

differences in opinions or schools of thought. 

• Significance: They foster harmony and prevent division (fitna) 

within the Ummah. 

• Example: Mediating between conflicting groups or issuing joint 

statements to promote unity on contentious issues. 

9. Spiritual Leadership and Role Modeling 

• Role: Scholars lead by example, embodying Islamic values like 

humility, piety, and integrity, and often serve as imams or spiritual 

guides. 

• Significance: Their conduct inspires others to emulate the 

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and live righteously. 

• Example: Leading prayers, delivering sermons (khutbahs), or 

demonstrating compassion in community service. 

10. Engaging in Ijtihad and Reform 

• Role: Qualified scholars engage in ijtihad to address new 
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challenges, ensuring Islamic law remains dynamic and responsive 

to changing times. 

• Significance: This allows Islam to adapt to modern contexts 

while remaining rooted in divine principles. 

• Example: Developing guidelines for emerging technologies, like 

AI ethics or environmental conservation, based on Islamic 

principles. 

Conditions and Responsibilities 

• Knowledge and Piety: Scholars must be well-versed in Islamic 

sciences and exhibit taqwa (God-consciousness) to earn trust and 

authority. 

• Wisdom and Contextual Awareness: They must apply 

knowledge judiciously, considering cultural, social, and political 

contexts. 

• Humility: Scholars are expected to remain humble, 

acknowledging their limitations and referring to specialists when 

needed. 

Scholarly Views 

• Classical View: The ulama are “heirs of the prophets” (Hadith: 

Tirmidhi, 2682), carrying the prophetic mission of guiding 

humanity. 

• Contemporary Challenges: Modern scholars face the challenge 

of addressing globalization, secularism, and technological 

advancements while maintaining authenticity. Some argue for 

collective ijtihad to tackle complex issues. 

Conclusion 

Scholars in Islam are central to preserving the faith, guiding the 

community, and ensuring the application of Islamic principles in all 

aspects of life. Their role is both a Fard Kifayah (collective duty) in 

maintaining the intellectual and spiritual health of the Ummah and, 
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in specific contexts, a Fard Ayn (individual duty) when they 

address immediate issues within their expertise. Their influence 

extends from personal guidance to societal reform, making them 

indispensable to the Muslim community. 


